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General Election; 



The above cited cases are related investigations originating in Bladen County, North Carolina 
opened by the North Carolina State Board of Elections (NCSBE) in November of 2016. [The State Board 
has since merged, with the North Carolina Ethics Commission and is now known as the State Board of 
Elections and Ethics Enforcement.] To-date, the Investigations Division of the NCSBE has conducted 
numerous interviews of persons involved, including voters, and has reviewed documents associated 
with the alleged violations. Because the 2016 General Election was a Federal Election, and because of 
the seriousness of the alleged conduct associated with possible manipulation or attempts to manipulate 
election results in Bladen County and elsewhere, these matters merit referral for prosecutorial review 
and possible criminal prosecution. Additionally, in as much as there are possible federal violations of 
law, a decision was made by the State Board on December 3,2016, to refer these matters to the United 
States Attorney's Office for review. To assist federal arid state prosecutors in assessing the need for 
additional investigation or any other action deemed appropriate, below is a summary of each 
investigation: 


PATRIOTS FOR PROGRESS IE PAC: 


In October and November of 2016, the Bladen County Board of Elections (BOE) received three 
separate complaints from voters, which alleged possible fraud involving the handling of absentee ballots 
in Bladen County. Those complaints are hereafter described as the "Linda Baldwin complaint", the 
"Brenda Register complaint", and the "Heather Register complaint." [Note: Brenda and Heather Register 
are not related, nor istheircomplaint related.] Those complaints were ultimately referred to the 
NCSBE Investigations Division. 



The NCSBE investigation of the above complaints began with interviews of the above 
complainants. The interviews led to information strongly suggesting that Leslie McCrae Dowiess, Jr. (aka 
"McCrae Dowiess"), who is associated with the Patriots for Progress IE PAC, and who is the recently 
elected candidate for Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor in Bladen County, was paying 
certain individuals to solicit absentee request forms and to collect absentee ballots from Bladen County 
voters, in doing so, workers employed by Dowiess were required to hand-carry the ballots to Dowiess in 
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order to be paid. Dowless. allegedly instructed his workers to "push" votes for certain candidates while 
meeting with voters. [Possession of an absentee ballot for delivery to a voter or for return to a county 
board of elections by anyone other than the voter, the voter's near relative, dr the voter's verifiable 
legal guardian is a Class I Felony under NCGS 163-226.3{aJ(6j.] 

The individuals who approached.Unda Baldwin, Brenda Register, and Heather Register, were 
identified through interviews and document review as Caitlyn Croom and Matthew Matthis. The 
investigation has developed information suggesting that Dowless attempted to obstruct the ensuing 
NCSBE investigation into the voter's complaints by warning Matthis and Croom that investigators were 
attempting to locate them In association with Baldwin's complaint, and coaching them as to what they 
should say if contacted. Dowless is suspected of having made a telephone call to warn Matthis and 
Croom of the State Board investigation after Dowless was contacted by State Board investigators on 
October 24, 2016. 

In an interview on November 16,2016, Matthis and Croom initially attempted to conceal the 
true nature oftheir work for Dowless. After being confronted, they stated that they knew that State 
Board investigators had contacted Dowless, because he called to warn them. They advised that when 
they were hired, Dowless told them that he would only pay V 2 of what they earned when they brought 
the absentee ballot request forms to him, and would not pay the remainder until after they collected 
and provided Dowless with the voter's ballots as proof that the person had voted. Dowless instructed 
them to avoid areas where mostly minority voters resided and he provided a sample ballot with marks 
indicating candidates he wanted them to promote.. Much of the information obtained from Matthis and 
Croom has been corroborated through documents and interviews of others. - 

The Baldwin complaint, dated October 4,2016, described a situation where a male individual 
initially identified by Baldwin as "Josh" appeared at Baldwin's residence on September 24,2016, to 
encourage her, her two adult sons, and her daughter to fill out an absentee ballot request form. 

[Baldwin's daughter was not registered in NC and ultimately no ABS ballot was issued to her.] "Josh" 
told, Baldwin that he was being paid to collect absentee request forms and that he would be paid 
$120.00 each time he collected 14 or 15 request forms. "Josh" informed Baldwin that when the ballots 
arrived by mail at her house, and she completed them, he would retumto pick them up to take and 
show his "boss" so that he could get paid. Baldwin agreed to do so, but insisted that "Josh" return the 
ballots to her so she could mail them in herself. She also recalled that "Josh" pointed to a specific 
candidate on the ballot that he wanted her to vote for. When "Josh" failed to return w'rth her ballots as 
quickly as she expected, she contacted the Bladen County BOE to askthat any ballots received with her 
or her sons' names be invalidated. She followed up with a written complaint to the BOE, dated October 
4,2016. [Baldwin later identified "Josh" as Matthew Matthis. Baldwin, who is a former educator, used 
the name "Josh" in her complaint to protect Matthis who she knew of as a student from her school.] 

The Brenda Register complaint alleged that on October 17, 2016, a "young, Caucasian lady" 
appeared at her residence and tried to convince her to request an absentee ballot. She stated that the 
"young lady" represented herself as being employed by the "Bladen County Board of Elections." 

Brenda Register declined to request an absentee ballot and she made a verbal and written complaint, 
dated October 20, 2016, to the Bladen County BOE. [Register was later purportedly able to identify the 
"young lady" as Caitlyn Croom from a Facebook posting.] 

On October 24, 2016, NCSBE Investigator Marshall Tutor received a call from Horace Munn, 
President of the Bladen County Improvement Association PAC, during which Munn informed Tutor of 
the above two complaints received by the Bladen County BOE. Munn expressed concern that the 
complaints were not being addressed in a timely fashion by the county BOE. He requested that the 
NCSBE conduct its own investigation. Contact by InvestigatorTutor with Cynthia Shaw, Director, Bladen 
County BOE on October 24, 2016, resulted in information that the ballot request forms associated with 
the Baldwins had the initials "CC" handwritten in the top right corner. Shaw advised that "CC" 
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corresponded with the initials of one Caitlyn Croom, who was purportedly working for McRae Dowless, 
candidate for Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor and who also served as the President of 
Patriots for Progress until March 21,2016. On October 24,2016, a telephone call was placed to McCrae 
Dowless by NCSBE Investigator Marshall Tutor and Chief Investigator Joan Fleming. Dowless advised 
that he did not know any "Josh." He admitted that Caitlyn Croom had worked for him in the past but did 
not work for him at the time of .the call. He stated he would need to look for a contact number for 
Croom and would get back to the investigators. Over the next two days, Dowless contacted 
Investigator Tutor twice to advise he was still looking for Doom's number, which he never furnished. In 
a subsequent interview of Croom and Matthis, on November 16,2016, they advised that after Dowless 
received the above referenced call fromNCSBEinvestigators, Dowless called them on their cellphone, 
which they share (telephone numbe^m^^fto warn them that there was an investigation and 
coached them as to what they should say if contacted by inves tigators with the State Board. (Dowless 
allegedly called Croom and Matthis from his cellphone number^^HHH 

The Heather Register complaint was received via an email from Heather Register to the Bladen 
County BOE on November 9, 2016. [It was later followed by a formal affidavit from Ms. Register, dated 
November 18, 2016.] In her email. Heather Register described circumstances in which Caitlyn Croom 
and her boyfriend, Matthew Matthis appeared at the Register residence on September 22,2016, to 
encourage Heather and Timothy Register (husband and wife) torequest absentee ballots. Croom and 
Matthis were known to the Registers because Croom had previously dated their son, Michael Register. 
Croom and Matthis informed the Registers that they were being.paid to secure a certain number of 
absentee request forms from voters. Croom and Matthis did not disclose the identity of the payer to 
the Registers. The Registers never received or voted their ballots. When Heather Register attempted 
to vote in person on Election Day, she was informed that she had "already voted." In an interview on 
November 16, 2016, Matthis and Croom admitted that they obtained the ballots of the Registers and 
their son and delivered them to Dowless, along with other ballots, to get paid. They stated that they 
signed Heather and Timothy Register's ballots but did not mark a vote in any of the contests (which has 
been verified by the investigation), under the belief that the Registers could still vote if their absentee 
ballots were blank. They stated their motivation for doing so was to include those ballots with others 
that they delivered to Dowless so that he would pay them per their agreement. According to Croom and 
Matthis, they completed Michael Register's request form and ballot with his consent over the 
telephone. [Falsely signing an absentee ballot is a violation of NCGS 163-275(4). 

Matthis and Croom identified other individuals who they believe were also being paid to bring 
ballots to Dowless. Additionally, a review of absentee ballot request forms revealed other requests 
where a similar system of initials at the top of the forms may be associated with individuals working for 
Dowless. Voters associated with request forms assisted by Croom and Matthis, as well as voters 
associated with other "assisters" possibly employed by Dowless have also been identified for future 
interviews as needed. 

BLADEN COUNTY IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION PAC: 


During routine processing of mail-in absentee ballots at the Bladen County Board of Elections 
(BOE) in late October 2016, Brian Hehl, a Bladen County BOE board member, noticed that several of the 
ballots contained write-in votes for the non-partisan office of Soil and Water Conservation District 
Supervisor wherein the handwriting for a write-in candidate on multiple ballots appeared similar. Upon 
closer examination, Mr. Hehl noticed patterns of similar handwriting on the ballot container envelopes 
associated with the witnesses for those ballots, suggesting that the write-in votes, which were for 
candidate Franklin Graham, were possibly written by the same four or five witnesses, rather than the 
voters. Mr. Hehl thereafter relayed his concerns of possible tampering, fraud, or intimidation of voters 
whose absentee ballots contained the suspicious handwriting, to the Bladen County BOE Director, the 
other Bladen County BOE board members, and the North Carolina State Board of Elections (NCSBE). 
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The NCSBE Investigations Division thereafter opened an investigation into the circumstances of the 
ballot drive and the authenticity of the ballots. 

Applicable Election Law Statutes: 

North Carolina election statutes specify procedures for voting and transmitting absentee ballots 
[NCGS 163-231], as well as who, and under what circumstances a person can assist a voter by marking 
their absentee ballot [NCGS 163-226.3]. 

NCGS 163-226.3 "certain acts declared felonies" states (in part) it is a Class I felony "forahy 
person except the voter 7 s near relative or the voter's verifiable legal guardian to assist the voter to vote 
an absentee ballot when the voter is, voting an absentee ballot otherthan underthe procedure 
described in G.S. 163-227.2; provided that if there, is not a near relative or legal guardian available to 
assist the voter, the voter may request some other person to give assistance." 

The absentee ballot container-return envelope contains a space underthe voter's certification 
signature line that is specifically designated for an individual who provides voter assistance to sign, 
thereby certifying that they assisted the voter in marking their ballot [NCGS 163-229(b)(4)]. 

The "Certification of Person Assisting Voter" on the "Absentee Application and Certificate" reads as 
follows: 

"I certify that I assisted the voter in marking his or her ballot according to his or her instruction 
and/or l assisted the voter in signing this certificate because the voter is unable to complete and/or sign 
this certification ." 

The absentee ballot container-return envelope also contains a space specifically designated for 
two qualified witnesses to sign certifying that the voter marked or caused the ballot to be marked "in 
his/her presence according to his/her instruction, and signed the absentee application and certificate" 
[NCGS 163-229(3)]. 

The "Witnesses' Certification” on the "Absentee Application and Certificate” reads as follows: 

"I certify that I am at least 18 years of age and am not disqualified by G.S. 163-226.3(a)(4) or 
G.S. 163-237(bl) to assist this voter in marking or witnessing the casting of his/her absentee ballot, and 
in my presence, the voter marked the enclosed ballot, or caused it to be marked in his/her presence 
according to his/her instruction, and signed this absentee application and certificate." 

The rules and standards for counting official ballots are set forth in NCGS 163-182.1. 

State Board Investigation of the BCIA write-in campaign: 

There were approximately 234 write-in mail-in ABS ballots received by the Bladen County BOE 
for Franklin Graham at the time the irregularity was reported to the State Board. The Bladen County 
BOE advised that the witness names on the ballots were individuals believed to be associated with voter 
drive efforts for the Bladen County Improvement Association PAC (BCIA). The witness names appearing 
with the most frequency on the absentee ballot container-return envelopes were: Deborah Monroe, 

Lola Wooten, Barbara Cogdeli, Mary Johnson, Bridgette Keaton, Keana Keaton, and Arthur Owens. 

An examination of the absentee ballot container-return envelopes and the corresponding 
ballots confirmed a notable pattern of similarities in the handwriting on the ballots for write-in 
candidate Franklin Graham compared to the handwriting of witnesses whose printing appeared in the 
witness section on the ballot container-return envelopes. However, the investigation determined that 
no complaints were received at the Bladen County BOE or the NCSBE from any voters assisted by 
workers believed to be associated with the BCIA. As stated above, the investigation of the questioned 
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ballots was initiated based upon possible irregularities observed by a Bladen County BOE board 
member. 

Workers associated with, the BCiA who were located and interviewed by State Board 
investigators admitted that they printed the name of write-in candidate Franklin Graham on the ballots 
for voters they were assisting as witnesses. None of the witnesses who assisted with the write-in votes 
were found to have signed the above referenced assistance certification on the ballot container 
envelope. The witnesses cited reasons such as advanced age,-poor handwriting, poor spelling, voter 
convenience, as explanations as to why they wrote the candidate's name on the ballot for the voter. 

The witnesses indicated that they assisted with the voter's consent and wrote the write-in candidate's 
name per the wishes of the voter. One.of the witnesses stressed that in doing so they did not "fill in the 
bubble" next to-the write-in candidate's name, leaving that for the voter to do. Another witness stated 
that they understood-the .assistance certification to be used .for assistance to voters who were 
incapacitated, and were unable to mark their entire ballot. None of the witnesses who were' 
interviewed appeared to have an understanding that by writing the write-in candidate's name on the 
voter's ballot, they were "assisting" the voter in marking their ballot, and therefore were required to 
sign the assistance certification on the ballot container-return envelope. Additional interviews of ballot 
witnesses were suspended based upon notification by one of the ballot witnesses to State Board 
investigators that the BCIA had engaged Attorney Irving Joyner to represent the organizations and its' 
workers.. A telephone call made to Attorney Joyner confirmed that representation. 

Six voters who were assisted by the above witnesses were located and interviewed. No 
evidence was found to indicate the voters were coerced or intimidated by the witnesses into allowing 
the'witness to assist with their write-in vote. The voters who were interviewed identified the signature 
on the "Voter's Certification" as their own signature, and comparisons to known signatures on previous 
voting documents appeared identical. Some of the voters stated they knew the witnesses and trusted 
them to "help" them vote their candidate choices by making suggestions and by promoting certain 
candidates. One voter stated she did not know who Franklin Graham was, but nevertheless was 
satisfied with the recommendation of Graham by the witnesses. Some of the voters stated they were 
unsure as to who filled in the circle next to Graham's name. Those same voters indicated that 
regardless, they {the voter) controlled the decision as to their choices and voted and signed their own 
baii.ot None of the voters indicated that anyone marked the other contests on their bailot. Two of the 
voters denied that the witnesses were ever present with them when they voted. They had no logical 
explanation as to how the witnesses were able to sign their baiiots and, overall, their statements 
concerning the circumstances of their vote were of questionable credibility. Additional interviews were 
attempted prior to the State Board hearing on December 3, 2016 with negative results. Business cards . 
left at various residences by investigators did not generate a response from those individuals. 

State Board Hearing re BCIA: 

On December 3,2016, the State Board of Elections convened for a probable cause hearing 
associated.with an election protest submitted to the Bladen County BOE by candidate Leslie McCrae 
Dowless, Jr., who ran and won his contest in the Novembers, 2016 General Election for Soil and Water 
District Supervisor in Bladen County. At the outset of the hearing, the State Board moved that probable 
cause was already established and the board unanimously agreed to a full hearing of the facts. The 
substance of the protest was that evidence existed to suggest the possibility of fraud associated with a 
large number of maii-in absentee ballots submitted to the Bladen County BOE in the November 8, 2016 
General Election. Specifically, the protest alleged that persons working as paid volunteers for the BCIA 
on a "get-out-the-vote" ("GOTV") absentee ballot voter drive effort, and who served as witnesses to 
several ballots, possibly voted the ballots for the voter and/or failed to properly certify assistance given 
to the voter in marking their baiiots. The protest concluded that the affected baiiots were irreparably 
"flawed" and should be entirely discounted in that the voter's intent could not be determined. 

Attorneys representing the opposition to the protest acknowledged the possibility that improper 
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assistance may have been provided, in that the assisters failed to sign the assistance certification, but 
argued that if that was required, the failure to do so did not necessarily show illegal intent and, in any 
case, would not be sufficient reason to discount the voter’s intent as reflected in their ballot under NCGS 
163-182.1. 

After considering the legal arguments from attorneys representing both sides, as well as witness 
testimony, the State Board voted to dismiss the Dowless protest under 163-182.10(d)(2)(c). In doing so, 
the board found that while improper assistance may have been provided by the individuals who wrote 
the write-in candidate's name.on'the ballot without signing the assistance certification, there was 
insufficient evidence to disqualify the affected ballots under 163.-182.1(2), Because of the irregularities 
exposed in Bladen County, and because the 201S General Election also involved a federal election, the 
State Board voted to make information concerning the November 8,2016 General Election in Bladen 
County available to the United States Attorney’s Office, EDNC, for review. 

NOVEMBER 2016 GENERAL ELECTION PROTESTS: 

After the November 8, 2016 General Election, preliminary results were showing that 
Gubernatorial candidate Roy Cooper had a slim margin of votes over candidate Patrick McCrary and that 
Cooper-had possibly won the election. Within days of the election, McCrae Dowless filed an election 
protest, as referenced above, in Bladen County, which questioned the validity of write-in votes for 
opposing Soil and Water candidate Franklin Graham. Dowless did so although he had won his contest by 
a wide margin. 

Dowless appeared before the NCSBE Board on December 3,2016, regarding his protest, which 
was remanded to the State Board. Dowless, who was under oath when he made his appearance, 
admitted that he did not author the protest and that he had no personal knowledge of many of the facts 
presented in his protest He identified the person who prepared the protest as attorney "Steve 
Roberts." His protest accused the Bladen County improvement Assoriation (BCIA) of conducting a 
"massive scheme to run an absentee ballot mill involving hundreds of ballots, perpetrated by and 
through the Bladen County Improvement Association PAC", and it sought to have those ballots 
disqualified. Dowless’ protest went on to.state: 

"These are not simply helpful individuals who have attempted to assist a large swath of Bladen 
Count/s voters to cast their ballots. This is the shocking evidence resulting from a blatant scheme to try 
to impact the voting results of an entire county. This is clear from the fact that only a very few of the 
voter assistance sections of these mailed-in absentee ballots have been completeddespite being 
completed by just a few individuals." 

Dowless stated under oath that although he was the winner of the Soil and Water race, he felt 
compelled to submit his protest because he became aware that there were a "high volume of write-in 
votes" which he believed merited an investigation. Dowless stated that on or about November 10, 

2016, he had a conversation about the "volume of write-in ballots’’ with Bladen County Republican Party 
Chairman Landon Bordeaux, who asked Dowless if he would be willing to submit a protest to the Bladen 
County BOE. According to Dowless, Bordeaux told Dowless, "I’m going to make a call, and somebody 
will be giving you a call." Dowless was thereafter put in contact with Attorney Steve Roberts of 
Holtzman, Vogel, Josefiak, Torchinsky PLLC.. 

Examination of Dowless’ protest document and attachments showed an extremely curious 
attachment, which was the affidavit that Heather Register submitted to the Bladen County BOE on 
November 18.2016. In it. Heather Register described howCroom and Matthis had solicited her and her 
husband to vote absentee, and that Croorri and Matthis told the Registers they were being paid by 
someone to do so. Heather Register stated she and her husband never received their ballots and she 
was told she had already voted when she tried to vote on Election Day. Since Croom and Matthis clearly 
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worked for Dowless, it made no sense that Dowiess would attach the Register complaint to his protest. 
The effect was that the .protest was falsely attributing the circumstances of the Register incident to 
persons associated with the BGIA. Attorney Roger Knight, who represented Dowless, referenced the 
details of the Heather Register complaint in making an argument before the State Board that the ballots 
of approximately 400 Bladen county voters should be discounted because the true intent of the voter 
was impossible to discern. In his opening remarks at the State Board hearing (see transcript), Knight 
referenced the Register complaint as further evidence of the "scheme or plan" associated with GOTV 
■ (get-out-the-vote) efforts by the .BOA. Knight further referenced the Linda Baldwin complaint as • 
another example, stating: "there is another affidavit from a Ms. Baldwin that's amended to or attached . 
to the Register complaint, and which we would like to incorporate by reference, which states that 
individuals came to her door, asked her to fill out a request for an absentee ballot, and saying that if she 
would do so, they would - they/meaning the people that came to. the door, would be paid! ...And I also 
note - and in the Heather Register affidavit, Ms. Register in her affidavit says that the absentee ballots 
that she requested never came to her, and that when she went on Election Day to vote, she was told 
that she had already voted by absentee ballot and so had herfamily members, which she denies doing." 

Throughout the above statement, Dowless was present and could hear the evidence that his 
attorney was presenting to the State Board on his behalf. Nothing was said by Dowless to his attorney 
or the State Board to correct the description that was inaccurately attributing the Baldwin and Register 
illegal conduct to the BC1A when Dowless knew full, well that the Baldwin and Register complaints 
described actions of Matthis and Croom, persons who were working for Dowless. 

In his testimony before the NCSBE Board on December 3, 2016, Dowless denied requiring his 
campaign workers to accumulate any quota of request forms and specifically denied requiring his 
workers to bring any absentee ballots to him, stating, "No ballots come (sic) to me." Dowless first 
denied that he ever spoke with Croom after he was contacted by NCSBE investigators, and then changed 
his testimony to state that he did speak with Croom and she to ld hi m that "Ms . Fleming had called her." 
[Investigator Fleming had no telephone number to cal! Croom or any contact with Croom at the time 
that Dowless was first contacted by NCSBE investigators, October 24,2016. No contact with Groom was 
established until 11/16/2016 when Croom and Matthis were interviewed for the first time.] When 
asked if he knew Matthew Matthis, Dowless responded, "I know of him, yes sir." The investigation has 
established that Croom and Matthis reside together, and share a cellphone and a vehicle, facts that 
Dowless was likely aware of based upon the circumstances of his contact with them. 

On December 3,2016, the State Board voted to dismiss Dowless' protest (see description of 
BCiA investigation) for reasons unrelated to any potential perjury by Dowless. 

Dowiess h.as a previous state felony conviction for insurance fraud and perjury in Bladen County, 
NC, along with numerous misdemeanor worthless check and traffic violations. [Under NCGS 163-275(4) 
it is a felony violation for any person to swear falsely with regard to any matter pertaining to any 
primary or election.] 

Investigation has determined that during the same time period that the Dowless protest was 
submitted, Steve Roberts and other attorneys and/or associates from Hoitzman, Vogel, Josefiak, 
Torchinsky PLLC contacted and recruited additional registered North Carolina voters from numerous 
counties in North Carolina for the purpose of asking them to sign protests alleging voter fraud and/or 
alleging knowledge of the operation of suspected absentee ballot mills. Evidence and interviews 
conducted to date, show a pattern of the voters solicited as "protestors" being provided with pre¬ 
printed protest forms containing the names of voters who allegedly had committed voter fraud as 
double voters or as convicted felons who had voted, as well as other accusations. The protest forms 
followed a standardized format of twelve questions to be answered by the protestor, including asking 
about the nature of the evidence, the persons knowledgeable about the evidence, and the factual basis 
for believing that the allegations were "sufficient to cast doubt upon the results of the election " The 
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information contained in these .protests .was ,presented as if it represented facts known-to the person 
who had signed the protest. In reality,, the signers had not conducted their own research regarding the 
voters, did not know how the facts were.estabiished or how voter's names were chosen, and had no 
documentation or evidence to back up their claims of voter fraud. Rather the protestors appear to have 
been used as a "proxy" to allege violations based upon evidence of unknown origin, most of which was 
never presented at the hearings.:, 1 . ' 

Iriterviewshave determined .that protestors selected by the attorneys'Were promised that they 
would be provided with evidence to present at the protest hearing at their local county BOE, and were 
led to believe that, the attorneys would assist them and/qr be physically present at the hearing(s). The 
protest forms were typically electronically transmitted from the law firm in Virginia, to the selected- 
protestors in North Carolina-via, ema'ij-ahd/or facsimile.. The protestors were asked to sign and 
electronically transmit their signed protest forms back to the law firm. The law firm would thereafter 
transmit the protest forms from the, law firm in Virginia to the appropriate North Carolina county board 
of ejections on behalf of the. protestor which gave the appearance-that they represented the protestor, 
fit is noted, that in Dowiess' testimony before the State Board, attorneys representing the McCrory 
campaign claimed that they also'represented Dowiess,] interviews of protestors have revealed that 
they were not furnished with the-evidence they were promised and that despite their efforts to obtain 
the evidence needed to support their-protest, the attorneys failed to respond to their requests and did 
not appear at the hearings. The county BOEswere nevertheless required to hold hearings and to send 
notices to the affected voters'to appear. - 

•The effort to have numerous ballots disqualified through the above described protests was 
abruptly abandoned by the attorneys in late November 2016. The accusations of voter fraud against the 
affected voters were covered in public media reports. Interviews of the voters have established that 
they felt harmed by the false accusations of voter fraud and were concerned about damage to their 
reputation in the community. As a result, a civil suit has been filed by some of the victims. 



Summary 


The facts developed in the above interrelated investigations demonstrate efforts to impact the 
process by which ballots in a federal and state election were obtained, cast, and counted. Therefore, 
the results of the investigation to date are being presented for review by appropriate prosecutors.. 
Please contact NCSBE Chief Investigator Joan M. Fleming with any questions orfor additional 
information at 919-814-0750 or ioan.fleming(5)ncsbe.gov . 


( 
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January 26 , 2018 


Interim Assistant Director Dirk German 
NCSBI Special Investigations Unit 
3320 Gamer Road 
Raleigh, NC 27610 

Dear Special Agent German, 


Greetings! The purpose of this letter is to address the investigation, and 
prosecution if necessary, of several matters original Iy handled by the North Carolina 
State Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement Team (hereinafter NCSBE) and now 
under your review. Specifically, the NCSBE has opened up three investigations: Case 
number 2016-141, concerning possible absentee ballot fraud committed by Patriots for 
Progress IE PAC; Case number 2016-142, concerning possible absentee ballot fraud 
committed by the Bladen County Improvement Association PAC; and Case number 
2016-166, voter fraud allegations and possible false statements to affect election outcome 
allegedly perpetrated by McCrae Dowless. Tbe above cases are related investigations 
originating in Bladen County and opened by theNCSBE in November 2016. 


Bladen County has a troubled histcuy of political groups exploiting the use of 
absentee ballots in an effort to skew support for a specific candidate or group of 
candidates. Indeed, as a local elected official myself, I have had numerous encounters 
with various such groups, some of whom are the subject of the above stated cases. These 
groups package the anticipated ability to gamer absentee ballots as a commodity to be 
brokered. As a candidate, 1 have never engaged the services of any group to get out the 
vote (GOTV) and as District Attorney I have been outspoken in my criticism of their 
efforts. In fact I sponsored a voter information meeting at the Bladen County Courthouse 
in 2G12, together with Gary Bartlett, then Executive Director of the NCSBE. The purpose 
of the meeting was to educate the public about the appropriate procedures to follow in the 
collection of absentee ballots. At that time, representatives from both of the above named 
groups were in attendance. Sadly, it appears that these groups have failed to heed our 
advice. 


During my election run for District Attorney in 2010, a local media outlet 
WWAT ran a story featuring Mr. McCrae Dowless’ effort to get out the vote for the 
benefit of my opponent, Harold (Butch) Pope. Moreover, on the other side of the political 
aisle, the Bladen Improvement Society was rumored to have packaged a considerable 
number of votes in favor of my opponent Rex Gore, in the 2006 election for District 
Attorney. In short, given my personal history with both of these groups in general, and 
Mr. Dowless in particular, I perceive a conflict of interest in my office handling this 
perspective litigation. 
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As you are aware, case number 2016-166 involving Mr. McCrac Dowless alleges 
criminal behavior which occurred in Wake County. Accordingly, District Attorney Lorrin 
Freeman has jurisdiction over that matter. Given the interlocking nature of these cases, 
coupled with the fact of District Attorney Freeman 4 s concurrent jurisdiction, and 
considering my perceived conflict, I feel it appropriate for her office to handle all of these 
matters. I have previously discussed this situation with. District Attorney Freeman and she 
is prepared to accept responsibility for all of these cases. 

By copy of this letter, I am requesting that you report directly to District Attorney 
Freeman and allow her to handle all of these matters. Please do not hesitate to contact me 
if you have any questions or concerns. Thank you in advance for your commitment to 
ensure the integrity of the voting process in Bladen County by holding any wrongdoers 
accountable. 


Sincerely, 



Jon David 


District Attorney 

13* Prosecutorial District 


cc: District Attorney Lorrin Freeman 
cc: NCSBE Director Kim Strack 
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NCSBE 

Case # 2016-142 

BLADEN COUNTY IMPROVEMENT 
ASSOCIATION PAC 

Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud -11/08/2016 

General Election 
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/" 

% jynthia Shaw 

; rom: 

sent: 

To: 

Subject; 



Fleming, Joan <J oan.FIeming@ncsb e.ga v> 
Tuesday, November 01,2016 405 PM 
Cynthia’ Shaw 
RE: ABS ballot Investigation 


Cynthia, 

After discussing this matter with Veronica, we both agree that concerning the absentee ballots containing suspicious 
handwriting associated with write-in votes, that you and your staff should copy the associated ballot container envelopes ; 
and scan them in to send to me in Raleigh so that we can begin looking into this, Of course, we do not want you to copy or 
send any of the actual ballots in question. We will make a trip to Bladen County as soon after Election Day as possible to 
review the ballots that are at issue and make a plan of action based upon that review and our review of the envelop 
containers. Please handle and store the original ballot containers in your normal fashion. Please process a!! absentee 
ballots in your normal fashion and let us know If you have any additional issues or questions, 

Joan 

Joan M. Fleming, CK/Chief investigator 
North Carolina State Board of Elections 
/ '41N. Harrington Street 
( jost Office Box 27255 

Raleigh, NC 27611 

919.715.1792office | 919.715-0135 fax 
www.ncsbe.gov 


i 
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Brian Hehl 
PO Box 592 
DubffnNC 28332 
910-376-1579 

2 November 2016 

Joan Fleming 
NCSBOE 

Re: Absentee Ballot Irregularities 


Dear Mrs. Fleming: • . 

At your direction from tire previous s mail in regards to absentee ballot Irregularities, we 
reviewed those ballots and envelopes, and separated them to be photocopied. Due to a possible missed 
ballot and or vote, the absentee machine was zeroed and all absentees from 10-18-16 were processed 
through the voting machine again. While Chairman Ludlum and Secretary Daniel ran the ballots 
through. Director Shaw and I separated out the envelopes for those that had write-in votes. We did this 
by matching the ballots from the otitstack bln to the envelopes, after Ludlum and Daniefs putthe'm 
through the machine. We were in direct view of both operations so that all members could see both 
processes for oversight. During that separation, there were several handwriting patterns that were 
overtly similar. Furthermore, those handwriting patterns were specific to certain names on the 
envelopes* By the end of the sorting process, I could determine the name on the envelope with a very 
high degree of accuracy, just by seeing the handwriting on the ballot. Of these names, two stood out. 
One Is Patricia Cogdell, and the other Is Deborah Monroe, i am in no way a handwriting expert, but 
some of the characters In the handwriting on the ballots appear to be similar in morphology to her 
signature. With Deborah Monroe, her handwriting has a slant that looks to be written left banded. The 
tops of the letters lean towards the left, while the voters' signaturesgenerally lean to the right. 
However, on the ballots, the write-in names lean similar to Monroe's signatures. After reviewing those 
ballots, I do not recall seeing a ny of them with written documentation that they actually assisted the 
voters, only that they witnessed the voters filling in the ballots. We have notdone any other bailots due 
to the time consuming process on 1 November, 2016. We, as a board have agreed to finish the. 
absentee ballots on Monday before the election. At that time, we carr if you wish, look at more 
envelopes and ballots, but With the Ones found on 1 November, I believe there are an overwhelming 
numberof occurrences already, to review and investigate. If you have any questions whatsoever, please 
feel free to contact me. 


Sincerely: 



James Brian Hehi 

Member, Bladen County Board of Elections 
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NCSBE Report of Investigation 


Case Number: 2016-142 
investigators): Joan Fleming/Marshall Tutor 
Document: Interview of Michael Cogdell, 11/14/2016 

County(s): Bladen County 

Subjects}: Bladen County Improvement Association PAC 

Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud -11/08/2016 General Election 

On 11/14/2016, Michael Cogdell, ^^1953, residing 

BSIS^Mwas contacted for an interview. After being advised of the identity of the interviewing 
officials and the purpose of the interview, Cogdell provided the following information: 


Cogdell was shown a copy of an absentee ballot container envelope corresponding to voter Dwight Dale 
Campbell which was witnessed by Cogdell and Joyce Campbell. Cogdell acknowledged that the 
signature on one of the witness lines was his signature. He stated that Dwight Campbell's mother, Joyce 
Campbell, asked him to witness her son's signature on his absentee ballot. Cogdell stated that Dwight 
Campbell was present and he agreed to sign his absentee ballot container envelope as a witness. Joyce 
Campbell signed as the second witness. 


Cogdell was informed that it is a violation of North Carolina election law for a candidate to assist a voter 
by signing as a witness to their absentee ballot. Cogdell stated that he was not aware of the law 
pertaining to candidates assisting with absentee ballots and he advised that if that is the case he had 
made an error that did not stem from malice or intent to harm anyone. He advised that he would 
comply with the law in the future. 

Cogdell stated that his wife, Barbara Cogdell, also assisted several voters With their absentee ballots. He 
advised that Barbara Cogdell and Joyce Campbell are cousins, and t hey are considered "family." He 
provided a cellphone number for Barbara which is 

Concerning assistance given to voters with a write-in vote for candidate ^^^^^^^^Cogde'l stated 
that he believes that if any law was violated, it was done so inadvertently by associates of the Bladen 
County Improvement Association (BCIA), nf which he is a member. He stated the BCIA is made up of a 
group of voters whose interest is to push an agenda that promotes minority representation In 
government. As such, the BCIAconducts voter drives at churches and tries to reach "shut-ins" who may 
not otherwise have an opportunity to vote. He advised that the BCIA uses "witness teams" and will 
sometimes leave voters with a list of telephone numbers of volunteers they can call for assistance with 
their absentee ballot. He stated the BCIA follows rules and recognizes that assistance can only be 
provided if the voter asks for their assistance. He stated they are "hands off" with the ballots after 
serving as witnesses. 
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Cogdeil advised the filing deadline for candidates and consequently he ran 

as a "write-in" candidate. His candidacy was supported by the BCIA and voting for 
presented as an option to voters contacted by the BCIA- 

Cogdeil made reference to training that he and other s received from an employee of the State Board, 
identified as Lee Cooley, who instructed that if a person asked for assistance with their ballot, then 
assistance could be provided. Cogdeil was under the impression thatthe only time an individual who 
provided assistance had to sign the assistance attestation, was when that individual assisted the person 
in voting their ballot by marking the circles associated with candidates chosen by the voter. He stated 
that his understanding of the situation concerning assistance with the write-in candidate, is that several 
voters were agreeable: to voting for^JU>ut were not familiarwith his riafne and therefore 
preferred that the BCIA volunteer filled in his name on the write-in line of the ballot He noted that 
some voters have poor handwriting or can't spell, or have shaky hands, and therefore welcomed the 
assistance given in writing^^^^|name. Cogdeil stated that it was his understanding that filling out 
the assistance section of the ballot envelope was for voters who were completely incapacitated, and 
could notphysically complete any parts of the ballot without help. In any case, it was not his 
understanding that BCIA workers were providing routine assistance in selecting and marking voting 
choices for voters. Therefore, they did not believe the assistance attestation applied. 

Cogdeil stated he wished to provide background on an unrelated complaint that was forwarded to the 
Bladen County Board of Elections |BCBOE) by Linda Johnson-Baldwin. He stated he was home one 
evening and received a call from Dorothy Johnson who wanted Cogdeil to know about a situation 
involving Baldwin and someone who had taken her absentee ballot and who had not returned the ballot 
as promised. Cogdeil contacted Baldwin by telephone and she confirmed that a male individual, 
identified as "Josh," had collected her ballot and had not returned it to her after promising that he 
would. Baldwin said that Josh had come by her house to see if she wanted to vote absentee in the 
upcoming election. Josh was purportedly working his way through college and was being paid to solicit 
voters by an unknown person. Baldwin felt that she wanted to help him and she told Cogdeil that her 
sons went to school with Josh and knew him. Three or four days after she applied for absentee ballots 
for herself and children. Josh came by to assist with the ballots. Baldwin told Cogdeil that Josh 
indicated that his "boss" wanted him to push voters to vote for candidate Ray Britt, and that Josh was 
upset with her when she told him "no." He told Baldwin that he needed to take her and her sons ballots 
into his possession so that he could bring them to his boss so he could get paid for his work. Baldwin 
allowed Josh to take the ballots, but told him she wanted them back after he showed them to his boss. 
She told Cogdeil that she had no telephone to reach Josh and was worried because she wanted to vote 
in the election. Baldwin asked Cogdeil what she should do and he recommended that she file a written 
complaint with the BCBQE, which she did on or about 10/4/2015. Cogdeil and Dorothy Johnson 
assisted Baldwin in making her complaint by goingtothe BCBOE and speaking with the Director, Cynthia 
Shaw. Shaw told them she didn't know who "Josh" was but she would "cancel" the ha I lots if they 
arrived at the BCBOE. 

Cogdeil stated that after about one week he called to ask if Baldwin had voted. She told him she had. 
She subsequently informed Cogdeil that "Josh" had re-appeared at her residence with her and her sons' 
ballots in hand, and a letter of apology- When he asked if anyone from the BCBOE had called her she 
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told him they had not. Cogdel! made copies of the ballot envelopes that were returned to Baldwin by 
Josh. Cogdel! informed Horace Munn, President of the Bladen County Improvement Association, who 
contacted the State Board. 

Cogdell stated it seems fair to say that "Josh" was pushing an opposing candidate to Cogdell in that Ray 
Britt was also running fortown council Cogdell noted that Horace Munn and McCrae Dowless (who is 
associated with an opposing PAC) "used to be friends." Cogdell advised he is not familiar with either of 
the witnesses indicated on Baldwin's absentee envelope, who are identified as "Caitlyn Croom" and 
"Matthew Matthis." 


Copies of relevant voter documents (except forthe ballot) are attached to this report. 


2016-142/Active 
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rt?! r# 55 ^ 


Ep- 


'S #% la s 
S c * 3 "* 


CERTIFICATE 




IM 


I fS 'V-t- x]£saA< ■!' TV>iX,Vi.v;./"j‘T 

ic\r m iCtPS fiteV-.-i 






Envelope must be signed by the voter and in the 
presence of fwo (2) witnesses (or one notary^ 
public). Witnesses must also sign and provide 

their complete address. ....... , v , 

I'. 1 - I do hereby cert^tbet I a*u a duly qualified voter, registered as an affiliate of the political paty indicated 
• ; on this application, that all In.'brrnallon represented isconect, aiidihatlaiit entitled tc vote io this election. 
■•’; Tf 1 am an Unqffiltnlnd voter voting in a priraaiy election, 1 am. voting in the Party jPnmety indicated: 
A (DEM) (REP) or (LIB). If the party indicated is (UNAX1 ant. voting a nonpartisanballot 

£; 1 certify that lawmaking application for ari absentee batlo!, and that I marked the ballot enclosed herein (or 

_^ .. - -■>-. '* Avas marked lor me :n mv presence and according to mv ir-siructionst in the presence of two Witnesses 

'• t'CA’'? X '• V >v ^° ate at least 18 years ofags and vvho are not disqualified by kw to witnes s the casting of my absentee 


OWIGHTDALE CAMPBELL 

333 BOOKER T WASHINGTON! SCHOOL RD 

CLARKTON, NC 23433 

DEM - BLADEN COUNTY 


lllllflilill 

K Baltot G0C4- 
DALE CAMPBELL 
PCT/VTD;PZ5fP25 Muni: 

11/08/2018 - GENERAL 



^=LcQf..(?-^— ; - \LaQ. tyj.ro. 

Nmsic ewrocthm (if applicable) / 


£ 


h-(~ JJ 


H T certify that I assisted the voter in marking his or her ballot according to Jms or her instruction and/or I 


BOARD APPROVAL 

OCT IB 2018 

Date 




te assisted <Titx votsr in sSgoI ng it b certificate because the voter, 13 tuxablc (q cptoplelc. an<Lor sign !hl$ 
■v certification- ' ' 


Name of Prison Assutrog Vciar {if applicable) 

X 


Address of Person Ass&Tng Voter 

T)1:p, 2 9 ^ 


SJgnatirrt ofPason Asstsfing Voter 


pate 




sta; 

I certift that I am at least 18 yearn of age and am hot disqualified by G.S. 163- 
7.36.3(a)(4) or G.S. 163-237{bl) to assist ibis voter in raadung orwileessbg the 
casting of his/her absentee ballot, and Id my presence, the voter maiLtd the 
enclosed ballot, or eansedttto be marlted in his/her pmscriec according to his/her 
instnnsjottj and signed thisabsentee application and certificate. 


Stateof 


.County of 


x/d fZojyj 

WhnKS Si Signature rRoutiTredl » * 


jnpsS^Sigffirtnre (Required) ^ 5 




Win 


#1 Street Address (Requited) 

{ g ft- i'T>g.-\-0v-\-OsA; - 


Witness?! City, State, Zb (Required) 


\JC- qy3s~7 


P<? - C&S7~r'\Js' (> -'* / - 



j2fL 


Wiines5Fr2 Street Address {Required; / 

£Jn,AZJ wj rL-'.-y .•••/.• 

■Witycss^i City T Sifl(^, Ztp (Required! 


y'(yJb^flod.J,~Q~J {f\.d 


i certify that I am at least 18 years of age and am not disqualified, by G.S. 163- 
226_3(f)(4) or G.S. 163-337(bl) to assist this voter in marfdng Or witnessing the 

tasting of his/her absentee ballot On the __ day of 

_j 20 _, the voter: 


Print Voter's Narot 

personally sppeated before me, was positively identified, 2 nd in my presence, marked 
the enclosed ballot, or caused it to be marked in his or ter presence according to his or 
her instruction, and signed this absentee application and certificate. 


Signature of Notary Public 


My Conioassluu Era ires 


Setol 


ScCpMbV^i'^A^y.^R^y^P^H-JREQUKST' ; • ; "fv >• 

:. I;r a ''Vh‘>t'-r. tr■ Rr tty ; .S:■ i.. 1 , ■ 

In the event that a Second Pnnacy (or Runoff Election) is called,with nty 
signature below. I request that an absentee application and ballet be issued to 
me end mailed to meat the address given befow. 

_x___ 

Signature of Voter (ifappHcabfc) 


Due to continued or espected illness or disability, I request that this application be a 
request for absentee ballots Ter any other elections to be held this calendar year h. 
vyiiich I run eligible topartitapjte. . 

X 

SignMvreofVbSerfifajjjjlKabie) 
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NCSBE Report of Investigation 


Case Number: 2016-142 
investigator(s): Joan Fleming/Marshall Tutor 
Document: interview of Barbara J. Cogdeil, 11/14/2016 

County(s): BladenCounty 

Subject(s): Bladen County Improvement Association PAC 

Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud -11/08/2016 Genera! Election 

On 11/14/2016, Barbara J. Cogdeil, DQB|^J/i950 

was- contacted for an interview. After being advised of the identity of the 
interviewing officials and the purpose of the interview, Cogdeil provided the following information: 

Cogdeil acknowledged that she participated in a get-out-the-vote (GOTV) absentee ballot drive, 
sponsored by the Bladen Count/ Improvement Association PAC (BCiA) in advance of the 2016 general 
election. 


Cogdeil was shown a copy of an absentee ballot container envelope corresponding to voter Samuel Lee 
McNair, Jr., which was witnessed by Cogdeil two times, with no other witness appearing. Cogdeil 
acknowledged that the signatures on two witness lines were her signatures. She stated she did not 
know why she signed as a witness twice on McNair's ballot envelope, but she speculated that likely was 
distracted; talkmgto people, and did not realize that she witnessed the ballot twice. 

Concerning another ABi> ballot application associated with voter Dorthe Ann Shipman, Cogdeil again 
signed twice, but then appeared to have crossed through her first signature replacing it with the name: 
Stephen Cogdeil. Cogdeil identified Stephen Cogdeil as her son. She stated that her son was with bar 
when she met with Shipman and she and her son signed the ballot container envelope in Shipman's 
presence. [Investigator's Note: The signature of Stephen Cogdeil appears to be identical handwriting to 
that of Barbara Cogdeil.] 

Cogdeil stated that she sometimes worked with Mary Johnson who was also a GOTV volunteer for the 
BCiA. 

ln addition to assisting voters vote by absentee ballot in their homes, Cogdeil also stated she assisted 
other voters by bringing them to the polls. 


2016-142/Active 
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BLADEN COUNTY 

ABSENTEE APPLICATION AND CERTIFICATE 


C J^SSJ:^EliQNYiU^D E^rCH^RtEF?^63-C^'F?F#- : ?jf>rRFlJF'- 


} frivefope must fee signed by - tils footer aid in tbs presence 
o’l hvo (2) aitnassss (or ore- notaty-pyblte). j 
Witnesses must also sign and prawoa tbair complete address. 


SAMUEL LEE MCNAIR JR 
6110 ChiCKENrOOT RD 
ST. PAULS, NC 2SS84 

DEM - BLADEN COUNTY 






I dolitcreby certify tot Tam c duly qualified voter, registered as an affiliate of tbo political party Indicated 
oil this appbeation, *atafl jafiama fo n.aqaicseoted k correct, and fatTam entitled » vote tafias election. 
'It I antaa UnqffHiated YOEr voting in a primaiy election, I am votisg k the Party Primary indicated: 
(DEM) (EE?) or (LB), K the party indicated is (UNA), (ant voting a nonpaitissibalioL 


J I certifythatiam making ^plicaBoafbr .aasiiaiiteeljaBoL and that j narked the baltfit enolosol herein (or 
it wss marked for toe m. my presence and ccoctdmg to my kmiulionr) in the presence of tro witnesses 


ax e at least 18 years of age ana m not disqualified by lev to witness ilC casting of my absentee 


mm mm 


mmm 


APPROVAL 











Nam* ofPcro>n_AccrrtirjS Yflcer Ci T?pjilitv>bfO Address o f Paruhn AitktTng VcT 




Signature oC^crson AisuKuig Abler 



uBgffSm. 


jtncss^I C^Siat^Zi? (R 


ULM3& 


V25S&' 


(Itcquiidd) 


IlflH 


MM£l M 

(Rconitnl) 




MAM?, 


PnntVater s Nsmt 

pteonaly appeared before nr, was positively identified, and in my presence marked 
the enclosed ballot, or caused it tube snacked in bis or herpresenre according to his oi 

her iastasefion, end signed this absentcc;: pplirccioc and certificate. 

X 


SJ^ftarujc a INoiary-public 


My.Comiiris^onosctrcs 


h the event that a Second Priority (or Runoff Etcction) is called, wiih my 

Sgnanrre below, I request that m absentee application and fcailof be issued to 

ne and nailed to me al the address giver below. 


Doc to contiimed or expected illness or disability, I request that this application bo a 
request for absentee ballots for any oiner dechons Jo be held this calendar year in 
wkdi larE eligible to participate. 


StensiUic of Voierpf applicable} 


stem atyeter-Jtappteibic) 
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I 3 h? 






DORTHEANN 5HJPMAN 
511 TALL OAKS DR # D 
ELIZABETHTOWN. NC 28357 

DEM - BLADEN COUNTY 



,y -< cp. signed by valeraritf ^ ttiepres&niie 
~z, - 0 vviLncsscs (e r ona nolO^Y-publc). ! 
mtepscs most a' 3 b 5'0>» add orowos ti itSr completo address. 

-A.-; --- i -V'WX>’ 


Ido hereby eestiiy that law a July ijudifisd voter, tpgjsicrcsl as aa affiliate of tic political party indica 
nntbffispflicato^thatan mCynpaonrtpiiacnEcci re ccireri; an) Hist I am entitled to Vote lit this electa 
If I am 3R UnqffRated voter voting Sa a primary election, I am voting in She Party Primaiy indwat 
(DEfA) (REP) or (US). If the party indicated is (UNA), I am voting a nonpartisan ballot. 

I certify that Tam making appticati on for an absentee ballot, and that! merited the ballot encteted bereui 
it was tnaiircd for me in my ptesorce and accotdmg to my instructions) m the presence of two witnes 
who area t least iS yeans of age and who are not .tis$qui]i6cA by taw to witness the casting of my ebsen 


IBHllil 


■M Ballot: 60GB 
DORINE ANfi&HJPMAN 
PCtTA/TP:P502/PoD2 

11 M /2016 - GENERAL 



_ - i L 


Muni: 50 




BOAKD APPROVAL: 

OCT 18 2018 


Wan* correction (ii 2ppfic2bfc} 

X certify flat i assisted IheVotir in ranging bis or her ballot fccordicg to £3$ or Ii 3r HElniction and/or 1 
assisted the voter -&i sfgnfog this cectiScstc bccans&^e voteris Treble..to complex aisforsjgji this 
ccrtrticstioa. 



’ N»mecvf?«s6niAsSxrfQ£ VGfcrrufappfceahJe} 


Address bfPereca Af srVri nZ Vrier 


[ cecity tbati am at kast 18 years or age eod £nux>t dtsqQaiifted by CxS- I63~ 
2263(a)(4) or G-S. 163-23 to 2 £Sistrir < £ vote^ ia marking or ivitnfusing tftf- 

casting of his/her s-bsearec ballot asd ic my presences The voter mailed the 
eadosed balto^ or caused it to be mari:ed ia hfe/ter presence according to his/her 
iizsmocfjoi^ and signed this Absentee sppttcadojk and certified c, ^ 

y-- Ah /-*/_ f’sOsI J~Z/ 




(Required) 


‘fhC 


VfWtesZJfX City, State, Zip (Rcqijiicd) 




Stalcor . CoKtv of _ '• 

I certify that I cm at least 15 yeajs of age and am not diajutdThcd by G.3. 
2263(a)(4) or G.S. I6B-237(b:) to assist this voter in making or wtotssing 
casting of his/her absentee ballot. On tie . day 

. 20 .the vcier; 


Pont Voters Naaic 

paseitally appeared bde-re mi, was positively iccattScd, andinmy presmctetna 
the enclosed ballot, or causal it Jo be marked in us or herpresence according to h 
her innrrreSon,aiid signed this. rfysenteeaTyilication and MsttSrate. 


........ ‘1.'>■ V .. . ■ - - . 

In the event that a Second Primary (or Kanoff Election) is cslled, with my 
signature below,' remicst that ao absaitfte application arid ballot bo jsueti'to 
me surd reai let} to me Bt the add ress given below. 


Dueloccatinucti Or expected slintes or disability, rtcyfSEt that this apnflcatioa S 
Ito.uejt fcr absentee ballots for any other eicafoos to bo he’d tills calendar year 
which lam etigTbte to participate. 


S!*n^ic vc of Voter (!f applrcyblt:) 


SlguaJure of Yoicr(i. r applicable) 
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NCSBE Report of Investigation 


Case Number: 2016-142 
(nvestigator(s): Joan Fleming/Marshail Tutor 
Document: Interview of Deborah Monroe, 11/17/2016 

County(s): Biaden County 

Subject(s): Bladen County Improvement Association PAC 

Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud -11/08/2016 General Election 



|1^/1959, residing at|_ 

Iwas contacted for an interview at her residence. After being advised of 
the identity of the interviewing officials and the purpose of the interview, Monroe provided the 
following information: 


Monroe stated that she worked on an absentee ballot voter drive effort associated with the Bladen 
County Improvement Association PAC (BCIA) as a paid volunteer prior to the November 2016 general 
ejection. She denied being a "member” of the BCIA PAC and said she was simply assisting the 
organization by trying to help "get-out-the-vote." She advised the purpose of the voter drive effort was 
"helping people with ballots" and she stated that she and others would "ask if we could come back and 
help" with their ballot. 


Monroe stated that her group was supporting a "straight Democratic ticket" and as such, she made it 
clear that she supported votingfor Democratic candidates that appeared on a sample ballot that she 
would showto voters. However, she stressed that she informed voters that although she was 
supporting those candidates, the voter could vote for whomever they wanted, including Republican 
candidates, and that her organization could not tell a voter how to vote, nor did they have to vote a 
straight Democratic ticket. 


Monroe advised that one ofthe candidates that the BOA was supporting was a write-in candidate for 
Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor, identified as Franklin Graham. She would inform 
voters "we have a write-in candidate who is Franklin Graham" and would tell the voter "you can vote for 
him if you want to " She stated she would tell the voter, "we can't tell you howto vote — if you want 
him you can vote for him, or hot - ids up to you." 


Monroe noted that several voters asked if Monroe could assist them by writing Graham's name on their 
ballot She stated she would agree to help write Graham's name, but informed the votersthat they had 
to "bubble in" the circle beside the write-in because she could not do that. She was adamant that she 
never filled in the bubble because she understood the voter had to do that. She stated that if they failed 
to fill in the bubbfe, her understanding was that their vote would not count. Monroe stated that some 
of the voters they encountered were unable to read or write, or were visually or physically impaired, 
such that they needed assistance with the writing Franklin Graham's name on their ballot. She noted 
that some were "young, new voters" who "didn't know how to vote." 
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Monroe denied being aware of the need to sign the "certification of person assisting voter" contained 
on the absentee ballot container envelope. She noted that the voters filled in their own "circles" 
indicating who they wanted to vote for, and Monroe believed that in doing so they were voting their 
own ballot - including when they filled in the bubble next to Franklin Graham's name. Monroe noted 
that in instances where she has been asked to provide assistance to voters at the polls, she has never 
been asked to sign any paper. She noted that at times, she has had to help very elderly people fill in the 
circles next to their choices, because they are unable to do so for themselves. She stated that if they 
asked for help, assistance was given. She reiterated that there was no requirement to sign anything at 
the polls. 

Monroe stated that when she and others working for the BCIA went to voters residences there were 
sometimes other family members or friends who could serve as witnesses for theVoter and on those 
occasions, Monroe would not need to serve as a witness. 

Monroe stated that she has been involved in voter drives for "5 or 6 years" and has always assisted 
people in the same manner as described above, She was not certain if she had ever assisted with a 
write-in candidate in a previous election, but she had assisted with absentee ballots as a witness. 

Monroe stated she was only paid a small amount of money for her work which covered expenses for 
gas. She opined that moreeffortshould be spent investigating people who are ''getting paid and 
abusing people." She was aware of allegations circulating on Facebpok that she and others had done 
something wrong in the way they conducted the voter drive. She noted the allegations included that 
she or others had intentionally disguised their handwriting when filling in the write-in candidate's name, 
by writing with their weak hand. Monroe denied the allegation, stating she had "no reason" to disguise 
her handwriting, Monroe stated she has had carpal tunnel surgery on her left hand and that she has 
always printed "from Kindergarten to.ll* grade." 

When shown some ballots containing printing believed to be Monroe's printing of write-in candidate 
Franklin Graham's name, Monroe did not deny that she did print Graham's name on several ballots to 
assist voters. She denied that any of the writing of Graham's name in "cursive" Was hers. 


2016-142/Active 
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NCSBE Report of Investigation 


Case Number; 2016-142 
investigators); Joan Fieming/Marshalf Tutor 
Document: Interview of Jannie Mae Smith, 11/16/2016 

County(s); Bladen County 

Subjects): Bladen County Improvement Association PAC 

Possible Absentee Bailot Fraud -11/08/2016 General Election 


On 11/16/2016, Jannie Mae Smith, DOE^^^^1948, residing at 

was contacted for an interview. After being advised of the identity of the 
inteiviewing officials and the purpose ofthe interview. Smith provided the following information: 


Smith recalled applying for an absentee ballot request form for the November 2016 general election and 
that the ballot came tq her residence. 

Smith was shown copies of her "Bladen County Absentee Application and Certificate" and her 
corresponding ballot. She confirmed that the signature displayed on the "voter's certification" was her 
signature and added that she typically votes by absentee ballot. She advised that she was alone when 
she voted her ballot and signed the envelope and there were no witnesses present. 

Smith stated that she does not know Deborah Monroe or Lola Wooten and neither were present when 
she signed her ballot. Smith was unable to^explainhowtheir signatures carne to appear on her 
absentee application. She does not did not know how his name got on her 

ballot. Smith had norecollection of a write-in vote and shesaid the handwritingon the ballot is riot her 
handwriting. 

Smith claimed that after voting her baiiot and placing It in the envelope, shesealed the envelope and 
gave it to her sister to mail to the Blpden County Board of Elections. 

Smith had no logical expla nation as to how Wooten and Monroe obtained her ballotto sign as witnesses 
orhow^^^^^^^^^Jnamecameto be written on her baiiot if they were not present when she 
signed her ballot. As such, the credibility of the information provided by Smith is considered 
questionable. Smith did not offer any additional information of value. 

Copies of relevant voter documents (except for the baiiot) are attached to this report 


2016-142/Active 
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Witoessss mu si also sign and proviria their_, _ 

* jannIE MAE SMITH 

£* ctznn. mr n, «l.i r - |: l do hereby certify that I cm fr. duly qualified -voter, registered os an cifiliate of the 


; - : JANNIE MAE SMfTH 

5609 MERCER MILt/BROWN MARSH RD 
> CLARKTON r NC 26433 


BIADEN COUNTY 


«r .- 4 -. -» ) ^-vir*v.rfyn.t 

j: t do hereby certify that! cm fr duly qualified ■voter, registered os an affiliate oftho political party indicated 
jf an this application, that all uiro.Tnaaon represented is correct, and that I am entitled to vote in this ejection. 
5 If I am an Unejplialed voter voting in a primary election, I ain voting in the Party (Primary indicated: 
I (DEM) (REP) or QJBJ. If the party indicated is (UNA),I am voting a nonpartisan ballot 



■T ■■ 8 a It of. GC 03 

i", -JANMP Mae SMITH 

i PCTACOP592/P5Q2 M 

11/08,2016 “ 



is or her instruction ane/or i 
complete and/or sign this 


-o u r t t ts ig 


^Tattcof Ptf«ba •Asststing,' Vo'.tx (jfappiwabJft) of PtKCn Assisting Voter 



•S^EKwF 

I certify that! am. at least IS years of age and aw not disqualified "by G.S. 155 - 
226->(.iV4) oi G.S. 163-237(51) to assist lias voter ur marling 01 witnessing tie 
casting of his/her absentee ballot, and in my presence, the voter marked tae 
enclosed ballot, or caused it to be marked in htsdici presence according to his/her 
iastnicjipn, and signed this abssqteS^pplication and certificate. 



State of 


1 ccitity that l am at least IK years of age and am not disqualified by US. 163- 
2 ?6.3(a)(d) or G.S. 163-237(bl) to assist this voter in waiting or witnessing the 


casting of his%Cf 


absentee 
_»20_ 


ballot. On 
the voter: 


the 


day of 


VrSicsssl Sfaeatoire (Requited) 

£D 


Sneer Address rRequir^i;|. ^ 

_C 


m 



Ptmt'Volcr*s.llau>c 


Witness SI C3iy, Sutte.Sp^tqiiW) 




CLViAie. < 4 : 

Wimes$#2 Street Add/ess [Required) Z~ 

ConncJA 

Witness §2 City, Sfci*c>2ip (R^ntrcrt) 


personally appeared before me, was positively identified, and in my presence, marked 
ifce enclosed ballot, or caused it to bs marked in bis or Jier presence according to bis .or 
herinstaictLoii, and sigeed this absentee appjtcation and cerJjiicate. 


Signature offtotary Piilrfic 


My Ccramtaioa &33W-* 


$c*l 




.... 

In the event that a Second Primary (or Runoff Election) is called, with my 
signature below, Iccqiicst'that an absented application and ballot be Issued to 
raeand mailed to meat the address given below. 

_X_ 

Sissatuia ofhbtcrfJfapplicnbtc) 


Due to continued or expected i ilntss or disability, I request that this application be a 
request for absentee ballots for any otherelections to be held tills calendar year ia 
which I am eligible to participate. 

JC_ ■ 

Signature of hbtec (ifapplfratie) 
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NCSBE Report of Investigation 

Case Number: 2016-14? 

Investigator^}: Joan Fleming/Marshall Tutor 
Document: Interview of Satin Pridgen, 11/16/2016 

County(s): Bladen County 

Subject(s): Bladen County Improvement Association PAC 

Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud —11/08/2016 General Election 

Or^l/16/20I^SatH^anesha Pridgen, DOB|^^^1996, residing 

A'ss contacted for an interview. After being advised of the identity of the 
interviewing officials and the purpose of the interview, Pridgen provided the following information: 

Pridgen said that she recalled signing an absentee ballot request form for the November 2015 general 
election and that the ballot came to her residence. 

Pridgen was shown copies of her "Bladen County Absentee Application and Certificate" and her 
corresponding ballot. She confirmed that the signature displayed on the 'voter's certification" was her 
signature. She advised that she was alone when she signed it and there were no witnesses present. 

Pridgen stated that she does not know and has never heard of Deborah Monroe or Lola Wooten and she 
had no recollection of either assisting her as witnesses with her ballot She Sated neither is related to 
her and she did not recall them signing her ballot envelope. Pridgen was unable to explain how their 
signatures came to appear on her absentee application. 

Pridgen stated that she did not vole her ballot but she did sign the ballot container envelope. She 
stated that the ballot envelope was blank when she signed it According to Pridgen, the ballot was also 
blank and did con tain any handwriting indicating a write-in vote for anyone. She did not know who 

was and had no knowledge as to how his name came to be written on her ballot She 
stated the handwriting on the ballot was not hers. Pridgen denied putting her ballot in the mail and'did 
not know who or how it was transmitted to the Bladen County BOE. She stated, "All I did was sign it" 

Pridgen was extremely nervous and avoided eye contact with the investigators during the entire 
interview suggesting that she was possibly fearful and/or was giving less than candid answers. She had 
no logical explanation as to why she would request her ballot and sign it but not fill it out or mail it in. 
She had no information as to how and where Wooten and Monroe obtained her ballot to sign as 
witnesses or how her ballot, which she stated she never voted, was placed in the mail. As such, the 
information provided by Pridgen was not considered credible and Pridgen was advised of same. Pridgen 
did not offer any additional information of value. 

Copies of relevant voter documents (except for the ballot) are attached to this report 


2016-142/Active 
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mmmm 


R(U"RD APPROVAL: 

OCT IB 2016 






Narwr correction (if a ppficabLi) 

'£>.*’j S ^ .*-■ V- rrv J A; -Trc-“S ww^Ti-J^rrai 


j*. I certify that I assisted the voter m marking hts or her ballot according to his or her instruction and/or 1 
J assisted the. voter in signing this certificate because the voter is unable to compSetean d/or sign this 
S certificatioa. 

I _ _ _ _. _ 


it " ftaoc ofTcison Assisting Voter 0(applicable) Address offeree* Assisting Voter 




I uerirfy that Lain at.least 18 ytats of a^c zitd am not disqualified by G.S. 163- 
2263(a)(4) or G.S. 163-2370»l) to assist this voter in inaddttg or witoessin g the 
casting of his/her absentee ballot, and in thy presence; die voter marked the 
enclosed ballot, or caused it to be marked in. his/her presence according to his/her 
hurt ruction, and signed this-absentee application and certificate. 


is.® 


3_ State of 


, County of_ 


xV5^>OtY\v\- ttoii Vt 


I certify that I am at least IS years of age and am not disquaHfied by G.S. 163- 
2264 (sX 4} or G.S. 163-237(01) to assist this voter in marking or witnessing the 

casting of hisher absentee ballot. On the _ day o{ 

_ ,20_ , die voter; 


Witness S! Street Address (Rrouired) , 

cUvm&n fj-g- g.i^ H 

Witness SI Cry, State; Zip {Required) 


; it ~ /} 


V/ rlntss t-2 Si 



!g£Lb6 DU 


Print Votec’shianie 

personally appeared before me, was positively identified, and in my presence, in atked 
the encl osed ballot, or caused it to be marked in his or her presence according to hts or 
her jostmetioc, and signed (his absentee application and certificate. 


Signature of Noiaty Public 


la the event that a Second Primary (or Runoff Election) is called, with my 
signature below. I reqjest that an absentee application and ballot be issued to 
me and mailed to me at the address given below. 


Due to continued or erpected illness cr disability, I request that this application be a 
request for absentee ballots for any o:bcr elections to be held this calendar year in 
which! am eligible toparficipaie. 


SignatureofSbtcr (if applicable) 
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NGSBE Report of Investigation 

Case Number: 2016-142 
Investigators): Joan Fleming 

Document: Interview of Judy Ann Frederick, 11/28/2016 

County(s): Bladen County 

Subject(s): Bladen County Improvement Association PAC 

Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud - 11/08/2016 General Election 

On 11/28/2016, Judy Ann Frederick, DOB^^J/1954, residing 

was contacted for an interview. After being advised of the identity of the 
interviewing official and the purpose of the interview, Frederick provided the following information: 

Frederick: was shown copies of her "Bladen County Absentee Application and Certificate" and her 
corresponding ballot. She confirmed that the signature displayed cn the "voter's certification" was her 
signature. 

Frederick advised that she knows both Deborah Monroe and Lola Wooten and she recalled that they 
assisted tier as witnesses with her ballot 

When asked to explain what kind of assistance Wooten provided, Frederick claimed that she (Frederick) 
"voted her own ballot." However, she stated she did not print the write-in vote foon 
her ballot and she does not know Who is. After reviewing the choices made on her 

ballot she stated thatshe is "ok" with her voted ballot. It was noted by the writer that Frederick did not 
appear to recognize any of the names on the ballot except for one of the presidential candidates. 

to in 

Frederick did not indicate that Wooten or Monroe took possession of her voted ballot 
Copies of relevant voter documents (except for the ballot) are attached to this report. 

2016-142/Active 






Exhibit 2.2.2.1 

BURDEN county 


eLADgw esu^rr m LOP 

ABSENTEE APPLICATION AN© CERTIFICATE ^ 



WjtnessS2 Signature iRpjuned) 

, . £-V\ S?e- W°\^ 

Witness f2 : Sfccet Address ((tequitoi) 

<^s,^w\<£,y\ ^.cL, 

Witness #2'City« Stalc^ Zip {Rrqtri;ct}) 


^__ 


Signature of Motaxy public 


My Commission Expires 


lit the event that a Secoitd Primary (orRunofF Election') is railed, with hy 
signature below, 1 request that an absentee application and ballot b e issued to 

me and mailed to me al the address given below. 

X 


Signature ofwter {srfppli^We) 


Due to continued dr expected illness or disability, [request laa! this application be a 
request for absentee ballots for any other elections to be held this calendar year in 
\vhich I am eligible to participate- 

X 


StgiKtfate of voter 0Faj>puc3blc*) 
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NCSBE Report of investigation 


Case Number: 2016-142 
Investigators): Joan Fleming 

Document: interview of Sue Smith McLaurin, 11/28/2016 

County(s): Bladen County 

Subject(s): Bladen County Improvement Association PAC 

Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud —11/08/2016 General Election 

On 11/28/2016, Sue Smith McLaurin, D0B^^^^1955, residing at 

contacted for an interview. After being advised of the identity of the 
interviewing official and the purpose of the interview, McLaurin provided the following information: 

McLaurin was shown copies of her "Bladen County Absentee Application and Certificate" and her 
corresponding ballot. She confirmed that the signature displayed on the "voter's certification" was her 
signature. 

McLaurin advised that some people appeared ai her residence and asked if she would like to vote by 
absentee ballot. She agreed and signed an absentee ballot request request form. She stated thanhis 
was the first election where she voted by absentee ballot. 

McLaurin subsequently received her ballot in the mail which she said she "didn't understand." Lola 
Wooten, who was one of the two individuals who helped McLaurin with the request form, came back to 
McLaurin's house by herself and assisted her with her ballot, after which Wooten signed McLaurin's 
ballot container envelope as a witness. McLaurin identified the second witness as her daughter, Janet 
W'hitted. 


When asked to explain what kind of assistance Wooten provided, McLaurin responded that Wooten 
generally helped herwith the process and instructions. During the visit, Wooten also suggested that 
McLaurin consider voting for write-in candidate McLaurin recalled that JU piM 

name was not on the ballot and she agreed to allow Wooten to print^^^U name in the write-in spot 
on her ballot. McLaurin .stated thatshe "trusted" the advice that Wooten provided. She felt free to 
make her voting choices for herself and was not pressured or intimidated. 


McLaurin was not one hundred percent certain who darkened the circle by 
believed she (McLaurin) marked it. 



name, but 


McLaurin did not indicate that Wooten took possession of her voted ballot. 


Copies of relevant voter documents (except forthe ballot) are attached to this report- 


2016-142/Active 
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SLABSN COUNTY < 14 

ABSENTEE APPLICATION AND CERTIFICATE 
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NCSBE Report of Investigation 


Case Number. 2016-142 

Investigators}: J03n Fleming 

Document Interview of Demeka Shenca Turner, 11/78/2016 

County(s): Bladen County' 

Subject(s): Bladen Country' improvement Association FAC 

Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud —11/08/2016 General Election 

On 11/28/2016, Demeka Shenca Turner, DOB^^J/1978, residing 

contacted for an interview. After being advised of the identity of the 
interviewing official and the purpose of the Interview, Turner provided the following information; 

Turner was shown copies of her "Bladen County Absentee Application and Certificate" and her 
corresponding ballot- She confirmed that the signature displayed on the "Voter's certification" was her 
signature. 

Turner stated that she has voted by absentee ballot in the past. She advised that "Lola comes by to get 
me to vote" referringto Lola Wooten, whose signature appeared on Turner's ballot container envelope 
as a witness. 

Turner stated that she (Turner) filled out an absentee ballot request form, and that when the ballot 
arrived in the mail at her residence, Wooten "came by and helped me with it." When asked to explain 
what kind of "help" Wooten pro vided. Turner responded that Wooten was promoting certain 
candidates and she helped Turner make choices as to who to vote for. Turner explained that she 
(Turner) knew what her choice was for President of the United States (POTUS), but needed help with the 
other contests where she was unfamiliar with the candidates. Wooten explained that 
was a write-in candidate that Wooten was supporting. Turner stated that she agreed with voting for 
HH^^and allowed Wooten to write that name in the space provided on the ballot and fill in the 
corresponding circle. Turner stated that she marked her own ballot everywhere except for the 
handwriting where name appeared. She stated she was not intimidated or forced by Wooten 

in any manner and that she was "ok with that" and wanted Wooten to assist with her write-in vote. 

Turner recalled that Wooten was accompanied by another person (Sandra Green), and that both 
Wooten and Green witnessed Turner's signature on her ballot container envelope. Turner's 
understanding was that both individuals "go around helping people to vote." Turner did not indicate 
that Wooten or Green took possession of her voted ballot. 

Copies of relevant voter documents (except for the ballot) are attached to this report. 


2016-142/Active 
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Envelops must be signed by the voter and in the 
presence of two (2) witnesses (or one notary- 
public). Witnesses must also sign and provide 

their complete address. 

;• 4 Q-? g loiiipn^^TURNER "i Tdobeitby Certify that! am a duly qualified voter,registered as an affiliate of the political piety indicated 

•'l E£J2ARPT^n5\i "* * f on Misapplication, (hat alt information represented is correct, and that I am entitled to vote in this erection. 

nJOWN. WC 28337 J If I am an JMcffifiated voter voting in a primary election, 1 arc voting 5rt the Petty Primary indicated: 

% (DEM) (REP) or (LfB). frtie party indicated is ClWA), I am voting anonjwrtisanballot ■' 

4 ufc M * 8 W 0 EN.C 0 UNTY tl 

j’j [ certify that ] am making application for an absentee bailor, and that I marked the ballot enclosed herein (or 
, U it.was marked Tot me in my jiraeace andaccording to my Instructions) in the presence of two witnesses 

.) <■': who are at least 18 years of age and who are. not disqualified by taw to witness Ike casting of my absentee 

|s b a |i^__ 


» oc-tTMTCC 


1*' 'S ; S»1 Ballot: <3006 
SHENCA TOWER 
PCT/VTD;Pg02/R502 Mnnt- en 

11/M/201S - GENERAL Munf:50 


Si^i»iuK of Voter t)(rt|tiir^ij 


Natro cttreclioi) (if a jipJicabli ) 


fQLsi /1 

I . DaCtr 


I ! | ■DKADn'vnimAVAr " $ Notify that f assisted the votcrin marking his or her ballot according to Jaiso: her instruction ancforl 

•'& UAiul 'Air “-R.O VALt I aisistcdlheyotwin signing this certificate because die voter is On able to comp! etc and/or sign this 

•}; certificafion. 


NameofPetson Assisting Vcrcr (ifnpphcabte) 


Address ofPersun Assisting Voter 


Date, t. 


UKgcaiurcof ?ctk>« yWitsling Voter 


i;ALT(sRHKfi 






1 certify that! am at least 18 years of age and am not disqualified by CJ.S. 163- 
2263(a)(4) or G.S. 163-237(bl) to assist this voter in marking or witnessing the 
casting of his/her absentee ballot, and in my presence, the voter marked the 
enclosed ballot, or caused it to be marked Ip hisber presence according to Esther 
instruct ton, and signed this absentee application and certificate. 


t& #l Sifiatcrc (RcnLiW) 

Q, &oy^ 3(2./! _ 

csi^l Sticcl Address (Hciwiicd) 

b-<~M jgij N<L 

Wilr.ess £J City, Stole, Zip (Reared) 



* O K L^Q.'utX 

\Vffhz$S.it2 Street Addins :ltctfj?rd> 
VIuicss KS City, Stale, Zip {Required) 


State of 


, County of 


1 certify that 1 am at least 18 years of age and aia not disqualified by GUS. 163- 
2263(a)(4) or G:S. 163-227(b)) to assist this voter in marking Or witnessing ike 

casting of hisdicr absentee ballot. On the _ day of 

_,20 _.thevoter: 


Fl int Vo t<r*3-N&nx; 

personally appeared bcibremc, was positively identified, and in ray presence, matfred 
the enclosed b 2 lldt, or caused it to be marked in his or her presence according to his or 
her instruction, ana signed ibis absentee application and certificate. 

X._ 

Signature of Motaiy Public 


My Co nwnifsion Empires 


iSEcfiNcriMji^RYTdlFrRtii^ 

in the event that a Second Primary (or RunoffElection) is caked, with my 
signature below, I request that an absentee application astd ballot be Issued to 
me and mailed to me at tile address given below; 

JC _ 

Signature of\kJcr (i f appiicfiblft) 


•;£nnuaL;KEC&ie£i^ 

Due (o continued or expected ilfness or disability, I request that ibis application be a 
request for absentee ballots for any other elections to be held this calendar year in 

wHch I am eligible to participate. 

x__ 

Signature dF\fc>rr CifappHcal!^) 
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NCSBE Report of Investigation 


Case Number: 2016-142 

Investigator(s): Marshall Tutor/Joan Fieming 

Document; Interview of Alberta White, 11/15/2016; 

County(s): Bladen County 

Subjeet(s): Bladen Count/improvement Association PAC 

Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud -11/08/2016 General Election 


On 11/15/2Q16, Alberta B urt White, DOBresiding a 

was, contacted for an interview. After being advised of the identity of the 
interviewing officials and the purpose of the interview. White provided the following information: 

White was shown copies of her "Bladen County Absentee Application and Certificate" and her 
corresponding ballot. She stated that the signature displayed on the "voter's certification' was her 
signature. 

White recalled that she was solicited to vote by Lola Wooten {108 Lears drive, Elizabethtown, NC 
28337), whose signature appeared on the same document asa witness. White spoke with Wooten 
about voting while she was at the local library where Wooten was participating in a get out the-vote 
effort. Wooten assisted White .in filling out paperwork to vote which was thereafter mailed to the 
Bladen County Board of Elections (3CBOE). White did not recall Wooten specifically telling her thatthe 
paperwork was for an absentee ballot. 

White stated that after the absentee ballot arrived at her residence, Wooten and Deborah Monroe (81 
Clyde Hatcher Road, Elizabethtown, NC 28434} met White at her residence to assist her as witnesses. 
Shestatedshe is more familiar with Wooten than Monroe, but that she knew who Monroe was. 

Wooten "explained the whole ballot to White including that White could cast a write-in vote in the "Soil 
and Water Conservation District Supervisor" contest. Wooten told White that the write-in candidate 
her organization was promoting wasWhite recalled that she was in agreement with 
voting and allowed Wooten to write that name in the space provided oh the ballot- White 

stated that she marked her own ballot everywhere except for the handwriting where 
appeared, and she identified the handwriting as Wooten's. 

White stated that both Wooten and Monroe were present at her residence When White signed her 
absentee ballot envelope* White denied that Wooten or Monroe took possession of her voted ballot. 
She advised that she mailed her own ballot into the BCBOE. 

Copres of relevant voter documents (except for the ballot) are attached to this report. 


2016-142/Active 
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ABSENTEE APPLICATION AND CERTIFSCATE 



(' ) 


•y AlBPRfA BURT WHITE 

?: 700 MERCER MIllRd^-ia 

4 5t - f ^BETHTOWM, NC 28337 
1; - BLADEN COUNTY 


Envelope must be signed by the voter ancf in the 
presance of two (2) witnesses (or one notary- 
public). Witnesses must also sign and provide 
their complete address. 


v.-.v-';-.-:- 





h Ido hcr-by certify ihst I am a duty qualified voter, registered an affiliate of (bepolitical party indicated 
fj on tliis application, that all informarion represented 5s correct and that I an entitled to veto ir, (his election. 
1$. if 1 an. an UfltfgtlhKd WjBr voting in a primary election, 1 am voting in the Party Primary indicated: 
(DEM) (RET) oi (LSD). Jtf rhe party indicated Is (pKA), T am voting a aunpartisau baiht. 

g? 

13 [ certify that lam raking application for an absentee ballot, and that I marked the ballot enclosed hewn (or 
tt was marked lor rrte ia my presence and according lo try instructions) in the presence of two witnesses 
Ss?t who'meat least 18 years of age and wlio arc no! disqualified by law to witness the casting of my absentee 
^ bailor *• 


;ai 


Bator GOOS 
1TA BURTWHITE 
PCT/VTnf>5na!P502 Muni: 50 
11/08(2016 - GENERAL 



Vol&r {Uc^utiedi 


Ql-gl r/Ji " 


Dale 


( ) 


;’w 


. iSfanq cc-jrccOcn •{'ii'appHcjtjI 




Dare' 


I certify that Tassisied t)ie voter in marking hisorl.erballctaciorclmgto his or her insinictionand'or J 
assisted the voter ht signing this certificate because the voter is unablefo complete arsc/orsign this 
!-, ccitificatlor.. 


Nan* of Person Assisting Voter (if apjflcabte) 


Address of Prison Asslfltug Vcicj 


X 


: -l SifiPaCups ofPoison Assisting Voter 


Dzie 




I codify that I am at least 18 years of age and am net disqualified by G.S. 163- 
2263(3^(4) or G3>. I(j3-23 /(bt)to assist this voter in matting or ivitncssing the 

casting,of fiirtfier nbscnreo ballot, and til Tny presence, -the voter masked the. 

enclosed ballot, o: caused it to be marked in his/her presence according to his/her 
iasJmctJo^en^jsign:^ this et^en tcc^p pllcarior; and ccili Scale. 

x. 

tyiUtrs?_q 





WllacSs ’VI City, S!eC«,Z)p (pcsjeirtsl) 


x HoU $ _ 


\VftxJtxz lf?. Signature {Requited} 

o'- \( CA- 

Witness tt2 £$rec£ Addicts iT*.erqujycJ> 

CoAAwq\ ffe 

Witness 111 City, Slate, Zip (Required; 


) lu the event that a Second Prinisry (or" RiinofT Election) is called, with my 
‘ signature below, I request that an absentee application and ballot be issued to 
me and ni ailed to nte at the a dd ress given below. 


X 


(Os&hrsAeclpi) ?' 

State of_. County or___ 

I certify that 1 am at least IS yearn of age and am not disqualified by G.S. 163- 
22G3 (oX 4) or G.S. I<53-237(b!) to assist ibis voter iri marking or witnessing the 

casting of his/her absentee bailor On the_day of 

__.2 0 . the voter: 


Print Voter’s Name 

personally appeared hcitorc me, was positively Identified, and In nty presence, marked 
the enclosed ballot, or caused it to be matted in his brher presence according lo hts or 
her instruction, and signed this absentee application end certificate,. 

X_ 

Sigiqtwi of Notary Public 


Slgiiloic qfYonr (if ippliceVcl 


My Comaassicn Expires 

IlSSKIPSWISIlBaSMlIIS 

Due tc continued or expected illness or disability, I request that this application be a 
request for absentee ballets for any other elections to be held (bis calendar year in 
which Tom eligible to pad icipatc. 

X _ 

Si^joahxc of Voter (ifapjJicobic) 


»v: -M 
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NCSBE Report of Investigation 


Case Number: 2016-142 
Investigators): Joan Fleming 

Document: Negative voter interview attempts - 11/28/2016; 

County(s): Bladen County 

Subjects): Bladen County Improvement Association PAC 

Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud -11/08/2016 General Election 

Attempts were made to locate and interview the below listed voters on 11/28/16, with negative results: 

James Purdie - 270 Mt. Olive Road, Elizabethtown, NC. Not home; Spoke to female who stated she was 
his wife. Lefteard; No response. 

Johnnie and Mattie Cromartie "-497 Mt. olive Road, Elizabethtown, NC. Unable to locate residence. 
Reshad Whitted -1103 Williams St, - Unable to locate residence. 

Marcia Alston -1108 Williams St. - Unable to locate residence. 

Ella Mae Bowen-509 South tower St. -no one at home. 
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NCSBEReport dfJhvestigation 


Case Number: 201&*142;(Subffle'A) \ '• ' <• .. 

Investigators):.Joan'Ffeijjfi^ ‘ ■- *' •* 

B^tifeht:.* *«*. , ' r -- ■ ' . :.. v - w ' . 

Cbiirtty(s): - ; . ' Bladjin Cou’nt\'•• ‘ : •' ' 

Sybjgctfs):- -^nous^^lydli^T^r^.- *. - ' *, ; . 


V • ' ' PossibleAbsenten Ballot Fraud': 31/08/2016 Genera! Election 




, p a 


srgried/as'.orie of the-two wfirress^: Those’dppficatiohs;are dpbcnbfed as follows: 


1) Willie C David, Jr.] 


’ • . Iwifo.Gssedby'MsryJohnson and Barbara Cogdell.on i0/3/2blo. . /'/ ■ 

Myra Lynn ‘ 

• : "The sl^a1iire:QiiJ^|5Ca^K3^n;^ho1iceaWia.(iiffereiftfrdmLewis' signature on - her Ballot 

f eldest form, ditedD/^bi&^The si^'afixrc ofthe voter on her absentee ballot appjlcatio 


'Myra .Lewis. There js-hoindic^tipn-df.asSistaRce. being provided by Jessica Lewis. Mary Johnson 


'3) .Sally MaeUoyd 


witnessed. 


4) •• Johnnie Cromartie,_ 

•'' Th'esignature of Crorbartie , ^3l!otrequesnonTUS^ry^!! ! toraitn'om his signature on his 

. .. absentee-application. Lola Wooten is one of the two witnesses. 

5) ' Belly Gjitlii isUSrirnes, 

Sigh 3 tureon request form, com pared to b3Hot application is very different Barbara .Cogdei 
MaryJohnson-.arewrtnesses^ ’ 


6) Adder M unn Coiind! 
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7) ffenneth Johnson. 






. ''. ,'. { /' * r< 



- * : v. 




J 


■ 

doiitpe ballo 

sy^ : ' : ;'*;: ' 

tapplfCafc 


20i&142 {Subfile A)/Active 


«MJ 









































ill 12 i A IW* 1 ! '•KA 
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NCSBE 

Case # 2016-141 

PATRIOTS FOR PROGRESS IE PAC 
Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud -11/08/2016 

General Election 



Exhibit 2.2.2.1 


53 of 278 


NCSBE Report of Investigation 


Case Number: 2016-141 
Investigator(s): Marshall Tutor 
Document: Memo to File, November 29, 2016 

County{s): Bladen County 

Subject(s): Patriots for Progress IE PAC 

Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud -11/08/2016 General Election 

On October 24, 2016,1 received a telephone call from Horace Munn, Bladen County improvement PAC, 
concerning two complaints turned in to the Bladen County Board of Elections. He felt the Bladen County 
Board of Elections was not handling the complaints in a timely fashion. Mr. Munn faxed me all 
documentation he had related to both matters in question. 

One complaint was from Brenda M. Register, Mother of County Commissioner candidate, Ken Register. 
Mrs, Register complained that a "young Caucasian lady" came to her home and identified herself as 
working "with the Bladen County Board of Elections". The young lady has subsequently been identified 
by Mrs, Register as Caitlyn Groom by a Facebook posting. Ms. Croom asked Mrs. Register if she would 
like to fiil out an absentee ballot request form. Mrs. Register told her she was not Interested, and Ms. 
Croom left. Mrs. Register called the Bladen County Board of Elections and asked if the person was 
affiliated with them. Mrs. Register was informed by Director Shaw that the person in question was not 
associated with the Bladen County Board of Elections and probably was with the Bladen County 
Improvement PAC. Through our investigation we have learned that Ms. Croom was an employee of the 
Patriots for Progress IE PAC, headed by McCrae Dowless, until March 21*, 2016. Current President is 
Tabitha Joyce. 

The other complaint was filed by Linda Johnson-Baldwin on October 4 th , 2016, regarding a male by the 
name of "Josh"/who we now know was Matthew Matthis. He came to her home and asked if she 
wanted to fill out an absentee ballot request form for the November, 2016 election. She did fill out 
request forms for herself and her twin sons, Evin and Devin Baldwin. Matthew Matthis has stated to 
this Investigator that he was working for McCrae Dowless. Matthew told Mrs. Johnson-Baldwin he 
would return and pick up the ballots after she completed them to show his "boss", "so he could get 
paid". On October 2 nd , Matthew returned for the completed ballots and left with the understanding 
that he was to return them to Mrs. Johnson-Baldwin for her to return them to the Bladen County Board 
of Elections. Due to a family emergency, Matthew was not able to return the ballots to Mrs. Johnson- 
Baldwin in a timely fashion. Mrs. Johnson-Baldwin asked the Bladen Board of Elections to invalidate the 
mail-in ballots so she and her sons could vote on Election Day. Mrs. Johnson-Baldwin subsequently filed 
a complaint with the Bladen County Board of Elections related to this matter. She did receive the ballots 
back from Matthew at a later date. The ballots were never mailed to the Bladen County Board of 
Elections by Mrs. Johnson-Baldwin. She chose to vote in person. 

I talked to Cynthia Shaw on October 24 th ,-after receiving the information from Horace Munn. She said 
based on the "CC" on the mail-in absentee ballot request forms that they appeared to be from Caitlyn 
Croom, who worked or had worked for McCrae Dowless, who is affiliated with the Patriots for Progress 
IE PAC. I asked Cynthia to provide me a contact number for Mr. Dowless. 
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After receiving Mr. Dowless's contact number, 910-885-1121, l met with Chief Investigator Joan Fleming 
on October 24 th , 2016 and we placed a calf to Mr. Dawless. We asked about his association with Caitlyn 
Croom and "Josh". Mr. Dowless said he did not know. "Josh” {Matthew Matthis), but did say Caitlyn 
Croom had worked for him. He promised to get a contact number for her. He called me on two 
separate occasions within days of October 24^- and told me he was still "trying" to find a contact 
number for her. Based on an interview of Caitlyn Croom and Matthew Matthis, on 11/16/2016, soon 
after being contacted by the SBE, Mr. Dowless called them and told them Investigators from the State 
Board of Elections had contacted him and would probably be contacting them. According to Caitlyn 
Croom and Matthew Matthis, Dowless coached them as to what to say when investigators interviewed 
them. 

It should be noted that McCrae Dowless was able to telephonically contact Matthis and Croom after 
receiving contact from the SBE, but failed to ever provide the contact number to the SBE Office, though 
claiming by phone to Investigator Tutor he was making every effort to locate a contact number. 
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NV ) tu y rj/j \V\ Win to Oy.k, 

I7*S 


October 20, aoi6 


Bladen County Board of Elections 
301S. Cypress Street 
Elizabethtown 


To whom it may concern. 


Please accept th is correspondence as my formal com plai nt. 

On October 17, 2016, a young Caucasian lady who stated she from Ammon,'North 
Carolina come by niy home and stated she was with the "Bladen County Board of 
Elections” and she was doing absentee voting. Slie ask if i. would like to go ahead and 
vote. Naturally, I said no, that I always voted at the polls. The young lady then proceeded 
to ask about the workers that were in my yard and ask if I thought that they might want to 
vote. One of those men Was rhy husband and I told her no, that they were able to/go to 
the polls to vote. The lady also ask If I knew if the roads had been repaired and were open 
to White Oak. 3 /toldher I did rot know, bet site need to be careful. She left. Following 
the conversation, I came in side and placed a call to Bladen County Board of Elections to 
inquire if the lady visitor was in fact a representative of Bladen County Board of Elections. 
Ms. Cynthia Shaw answered the phone. I shared with her that this young lady stated that 
she was with Bladen Counter Board of Elections arid had just left my home trying to get 
me to vote an absentee ballot. I also said that 1 had told the lady no and why. T asked Ms. 
Shaw if they could Collect absentee votes. Ms. Shaw answered "1 knew better than that" 
and that the Bladen County Board of Elections does not send people out to collect 
absentee votes- Ms. Shaw also responded with it may have been the "Bladen 
Improvement Committee". I, myself was completely unaware of any changes in the 
voting procedure and also the ability to collect totes in this unethical manner. This 
young lady very plainly stated that " she .was'with the Bladen County Board of Elections ". 
Also, I made Ms. ShaWaware that the lady stated sbe was going toward White Oak to 
collect absentee votes. Ms, Shaw answered by saying there was "nothing that the Bladen 
Comity Board of Elections could do, that this was done every year", i made it very clear 
that Oils was moiig and it looked Uk,e some tiling could be done about it. Ms. Shaw said 
simply answered "no”. This ended our phone conversation. 

Any misrepresentation associated with an election should be taken seriously. This is not 
an accusation, it is a factand should be diligently investigated . ! certainly value Bladen 
County's elected officials and understand their bard work, decisions and responsibilities. 

I also value the fair and honest integrity of the process. I will ensure this complaint 
reaches the proper authorities for possible investigation and/or future complaints. 



OCT 20 2fl(S 

H-isr W 1 
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October 4,2016 


TO WHOM XT MAY CONCERN: 


1, Linda F. Johnson-Baldwin answered my doorbell on September 24,2016 
at approximately 8:45 p.m. and invited Josh to come in. He told rae who he was, 
what he needed, and called one of the names of one of the previous teachers that I 
supervised. 1 allow' him to come in. He asked me if I would like to fill out an 
“absentee ballot form'” for voting for the 2016 primary. He told me that if he had 
filled out 14 or 15 he would be paid $120.00 each time. Me being die person that I 
am, trying to help young people in any possible way, told him yes. I filled out one for 
myself and for my one 40 year old daughter and two twenty-two year old sons. He 
informed me that 1 would receive the envelopes in the mail and that 1 need to fill them 
out and he would return for them. Within a couple of days I received three large 
envelopes in the mail. One each for my two sons and one for myself My daughter 
did not receive one because she is not registered to vote in North Carolina, On 
Thursday, September 2, 2016 Josh came by to see if X had complete the ballots. I 
had not! 1 told my husband who answered die door, to tell him that I will have them 
ready by Sunday at approximately 4:00 p.m. On Sunday October 2, at approximately 
4:00 Josh returned for fee ballots, I had forgotten to fill them out, therefore, I invited 
him to come in while 1 filled out the ballots. I made fee statement that some of die 
categories aren't clear on fee ballot. He told me that X could fill out any of them that I 
want to but he was just concerned wife this particular and he then placed his finger on 
the ballot, and pointed out a name. 1 then informed him that I would choose the one 
that I want. Josh informed me feat he had to sign die envelope, have a witness to sign 
and he also had to put postage stamps on them as well. 1 told him feat I wanted to 
mail them myself, I made it perfectly clear that T wanted to mail them. He told me 
that lie would return them on Monday at 12:00, that he had to show them to his boss 
so that he could get paid for having them done. 1 arranged my business so that 1 
would be home on Monday, October 3 rd at 12:00 p.m,. 1 was home from Monday, 
October 3 at 10:45 a.m. until Tuesday morning at 8:30 a.m. 1 had to run an errand on 
Tuesday morning , but 1 returned by 10:40 a.m. No Josh, no call and no mail from 
him. 

1 would like for my ballot and sons’ ballot to be disregarded and returned to us, so 
that we may vote in person and not by “absentee ballot,” Please make sure that this 
request is granted to us as U S Citizens. 





Sincerely, 

Linda F. Johnson-Baldwin 
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NCSBE Report of Investigation 


Case Number: 2016-141 

investigator(s): Joan Fleming/Marshall Tutor 

Document: Summary of teicaii to McCrae Dowless, 10/24/2016 

County{s): Biaden County 

Subject(s): Patriots for Progress IE PAC 

Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud -11/08/2016 General Ejection 

On 10/24/2016, the writer and investigator Marshall Tutor telephonicaliy contacted Leslie McCrae 
Dowless, Jr. DOB^^^^955, residing at 212 Britt Street, Biadcnboro, NC 28320, at telephone number 
910-885-1121, concerning his possible association with an absentee ballot voter drive and two 
individuals identified as Caitlyn Croom and "Josh". After being advised of the identity of the 
interviewing officials, Dowless provided the following information: 

Dowless was advised that the S8E had received a complaint involving a Bladen county voter who was 
solicited to apply for an absentee ballot by a "young man" who she stated took custody of her voted 
ballot. The ballot request form contained the initials "C.C" at the top. The voter identified the young 
man os "Josh." 

Dowless said he did not know a "Josh", but did know Caitlyn Croom in as much as she had had worked 
for him in voter drive efforts. He speculated that"Josh" may have been someone who was working for 
Croom. 

Dowless stated that Croom was supposed to be assisting voters by getting them to fill out absentee 
ballot request forms, which she would turn into Dowless. Dowless stated that he compensated Croom 
for using her vehicle and gas. Dowless advised that in orderfor him to keep track of which request 
forms were generated as a result of Croom's efforts, Croom, was to place her initials atthe top of each 
of the absentee ballot request forms she collected. 

Dowless stated that he was familiar with the above complaint from talking with Croom. According to 
Dowless, Croom told him that the voter filled out three request forms and signed for her sons and 
daughter. He stated that he had no knowledge as to what happened when the ballots arrived since he 
was not there. Dowless stated that there are instructions contained in the ballot envelope that explain 
what the law is concerning voting by absentee hallot. As siich, Dowless did not know why the voter 
would "give the kid" their ballot. 

Dowless denied having Croom's telephone number readily available, but he stated that he believed he 
could locate Croom's telephone number and he promised to get a contact number for her. investigator 
Tutor was subsequently telephonicaliy contacted by Dowless within days ofthe above contact, at which 
time Dowless advised Investigator Tutor that he was still "trying" to find a contact number for Croom. 

2016-141/Active 
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sqm NT Hivx'.S3 iif. White Oak. 

ylo-S66--ii?a 


October 20,2016 

Bladen County Board of Elections 
301S. Cypress Street 
Elizabethtown 

To whom it may concern, 

Please accept this correspondence as my formal complaint. 

On October 17,2016, a young Caucasian lady who stated die from Ammon, North 
Carolina come by my home and stated she was with the "Bladen County Board of 
Elections" and she was doing absentee voting. She ash if I would like to go ahead and 
vote- Naturally, I said no, that I always voted at the polls. Tire young lady then proceeded 
to aslc about the workers th at were in my yard and ask if I thought that they might want to 
vote. One of those meD was my husband and I told her no, that they were able to go to 
the polls to vote: The lady also ask if I knew if the roads had been repaired and were open 
to White Oak. I told her I did not know, but she need to be careful. She left. Following 
the conversation, I camein side and placed a call tc Bladen County Board of Elections to 
inquire if the lady visitor was in fact a representative of Bladen Countv' Board of Elections. 
Ms. Cynthia Shaw answered the phone. T shared with her that this young lady stated that 
she was with Bladen County Board of Elections and had just left my home trying to get 
me to vote an absentee ballot. 1 also said that 1 bad toldthelady no and why. I asked Ms. 
Shaw if they could collect absentee votes. Ms. Shaw answered "I knew better than that" 
and that the Bladen Comity Board of Elections does not send people out to collect 
absentee votes. Ms. Shaw also responded with it may have been the "Bladen 
Improvement Committee".!, myself was complete!}' unaware of any changes in tlie 
voting procedure and also the ability to collect votes in this unethical manner. Th is 
young lady very plainly stated that " she was with the Bladen Countv Board of Elections ". 
Also, I made Ms. Shaw aware that the lady stated she was going toward White Cak to 
collect absentee votes. Ms. Shaw answered,by saying there was "nothing that the Bladen 
County Board of Elections could do, that this was cone every year”, t made it very clear 
that this was wrong and it looked like something could be done about it. Ms. Shaw said 
simply answered "no". This ended our phone conversation, 

Any misrepresentation associated with an election should be taken ser iously. This is not 
an accusation, it is a fact and should be diligently investigated. I certainly value Bladen 
County's elected officials and understand their hard work, decisions and responsibilities. 

I also value the fair and honest integrity of the process. 1 will ensure tills complaint 
reaches the proper authorities for possible investigation and/or future complaints. 



OCT 20 2016 

\)PA 
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NCSBE Report of Investigation 

Case Number: 2016-141 

investigator(s): Joan Ffeming/Marshall Tutor 

Document: Interview of Linda Johnson Baldwin, 11 / 15/2016 

County(s): Bladen County 

Subject(s): Patriots for Progress IE PAC 

Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud -11/08/2016 General Election 

On 11/15/2016, Linda Johnson Baldwin D0£^^^^19G1, residing at 

contacted for an interview. After being advised of the identity 
of the interviewing officials and the purpose of the interview, Baldwin provided the following 
information: 

Baldwin agreed to meet with the interviewing Officials at the Bladen County Board of Elections office in 
Elizabethtown, NC. Baldwin is a retired school principal. 

Baldwin stated that in September of 2016, a "young man" came by her house asking if she would like to 
vote by absentee ballot in the November 201G general election. He told her that he was being paid to 
solicit voters to vote by absentee ballot and that he needed the money "to live." He said he was passing 
through her neighborhood going door to door. Baldwin noticed that there was a young female with him 
who was waiting in s csr in Baldwin's driveway. Baldwin Stated that she did not know either person 
well but recognized their faces possibly from seeing them at school. She was not certain, but believed 
he may have introduced himself as "Matthew" Baldwin agreed to request ballots for herself, her, and 
her daughter. 

Baldwin wasshown a copy of a typed complaint/dated October 4, 2G16, addressed: "To whom it may 
concern" and electronically signed by Baldwin. She acknowledged that the complaint was authored by 
herself, and that she caused it to be sent to the Bladen County BOE. The complaint was stamped 
indicating receipt at the BOE on October 5,2016. In her complaint, Baldwin described the above 
referenced meeting, but identified the "young man" as "Josh." Her complaint described what "Josh- 
told her, including details of how much he would be paid. He did not identify the person or persons who 
were paying him. It was noted that she stated that:the young man first appeared at her house pn 
September 24,2016, at which time she agreed to fill out ballot request forms for herself, her two sons, 
and her daughter. Josh took those forms and a few days later she received the ballots in the mail, 
except for her daughter's, because her daughter was not registered to vote. 

Baldwin's complaint alleges that "Josh" came backto her house on "Tnursday, September 2, 2016," 
which was a typo and should have read "September 29,2016." Baldwin asked her husband to inform 
"Josh" that they had not had time to fill the ballots out, and that he should come back on Sunday at 
about 4:00 PM. On Sunday, October 2,2016, "Josh" returned to Baldwin's house, but she had forgotten 
about their appointment and the ballots were still not completed. She recalled that as she filled her 
ballot out, "Josh" pointed to a particular candidate's name who he seemed to be encouraging her to 
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vote for. She told him she would vote for who she wanted and completed her ballot. He then informed 
her that he had to sign her ballot envelope, have another witness sign, and also put postage on the 
envelope. Baldwin stated that her sons were present and voted their ballots. She believed that she may 
have given her telephone number to "Josh" and that he may have called her to coordinate the whole 
process. She did not have his telephone number. 

Baldwin told "Josh" that she wanted to mail the ballots in herself. According to Baldwin, he insisted on 
taking the ballots because he needed to show them to his "boss" in order to get credit for them and be 
paid. Baldwin wanted to help him and reluctantly agreed to let him take her and her son's ballots. 
However, she made him promise to return them to her so that she could mail them herseif. He 
promised to return the ballots to her by Monday, October 3, 2016 and he left with the ballots in his 
possession which were only witnessed by him at that time. 

As of Tuesday morning, October 4, 2016, Baldwin had no contact with "Josh" and the ballots had not 
been returned. As a result, Baldwin became worried about what had happened to her and her son's 
ballots and decided to write and submit a complaint to the Bladen County BOB, asking the BOE to 
disregard the ballots if they appeared at the BOE because she and her sons had decided to vote in- 
person. Baldwin went to the Bladen County BOE accompanied by Michael Cogdaie, and she recalled 
speaking with Bladen County BOE Director Cynthia Shaw, who stated she would "handle it." 

Baldwin advised that days later, she and her husband were leaving their house when "Josh" and the 
young female (whose name she believed might be "Jessica") drove into her driveway. "Josh" had the 
ballots which he returned to Baldwin. He also gave Baldwin a written apology for taking so long to 
return them. Baldwin provided the interviewing officials with the original ballot container envelopes 
signed by herself and her sons, which were still in a Sealed condition. She also provided the original 
apology note that "Josh" handed to her which was unsigned. The note stated that his mother had 
"totaled" her car in a serious crash and that is why he was late in reiurningthe Baldwin's ballots. 

It was noted that the witness names appearing on the ballot container envelopes was Matthew M. 
Matthis and Caitlyn Croom. Baldwin stated that she had never metthe young man before but may 
have seen both him and the girl at school. She noted that he mentioned the name of a teacher that she 
previously supervised and that made her thinkthat he knew who she was. She stated she thought his 
name was "Josh" and that in any case, she was very reluctant to use a name in her complaint because he 
was young and she didn't want him to get into any trouble. She said that when the ballots didn't 
comeback, she "couldn't think straight" because she was worried that she wouldn't get them back. 

Photos of Matthew Matthis and Caitlyn Groom were shown to Baldwin, and she confirmed that the 
photo of Matthis was one and the same as the person she referred to as "Josh." She recognized Caitlyn 
Croom as the female who accompanied Matthis, 

Baldwin has had no contact with Matthis or Croom since the day he returned her ballots. She stated 
that she did not put any postage on the ballot container envelopes and that the postage was on the 
envelopes when Matthis returned them. 
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Baldwin provided the following evidence items to the investigating officials: 

1) Original handwritten apology statement from Matthis to Baldwin. 

2) Original ballot container envelopes for herself and her two sons. 

3) Original ballots (sealed inside the ballot container envelopes) 

Copies of relevant voter documents {except for the ballots), Baldwin's complaint letter, and Matthis' 
apology letter, are attached to this report. 


2016-141/Active 
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Siaden County doard cf Elections 
?. o. box 512 

W'.- :'■% . Elizabethtown, NC28337 


L - • • : . - • • \PHONE. 910 - 8 ^ 2-5953 FAX: 310 - 36*7820 

■■■ -;V. A • • ••• | “iectloiisfSbladenco.org 


FRAUDULENTLY OR FALSELY COMPLETING THIS FORM IS A CLASS I FELONY UNDER CHAPTER 1E3 OF THE NC GENERAL-STATUTES. 


Beaton TypefPrtmarf, General, Municipal $ped$l,.etc-f 


I arrt requesting an absentee ballot for the: GENERAL ELECTION _ on NOVEMBER 8 th , 2016 

Elscth Jf? Date 


Voter Information 



Mtddfe feme 

Suffix 

7 -'ra c 



You roust provide at feast one Mentification number bebw# (or see instructions) | Voter Registration Nor* 

MC license or JO Worotrer ISSN. £ "t 


X X X - XX- 


iA/h 


Previous flams {if applicable} 


rj>. Email (optional) 

i; y_ J 


Absentee Voting Information _ 

Absentee Mailing Address (Where should the ballot be mailed?!-- 

- sme M moyi 


Qtv .{SCfej’C 







( 1_1_, 

,oter Is registered as Unaffiliated and reqy'esShga ballot for a partisan primary choose a primary ballot preference. 

fl Democratic f I Republican {_j Libertarian O Non-partisan 

If voter isapafieutin a hospital, dime, nursing home or rest home, please indicate whether yoinvili need assistance mmarking your ballot □ Yes Q No 

If "Yes/' what is the riaine and address of the irospital or facility: 


If requesting an absentee ballot on behalf of <1 p ear relative, list your game, address, contact Information and relationship lo the voter: 

Requestor's Name Q spouse □ brother /sister □ parent Q grandparent □ stepparent 

r child O grandchild Q stepchild H mother-in-law f~) feUier-iti-lavv 

yv, a O son-ln-iaw Q daughter-in-few Q legal guardian _ _ 


Requestor's Address J NameofCorporatiorilr appointed legal guardian) 



State Zip Coda 


Requestor's Phone 


Requester's Email 


: o r IVlilitary/Q verseas Citizens Only, (may only De signed by the voter; may not be signed by. a near relatfve/guardian) 

eled: one of the options below to qualify as a military or overseas voter; 

3 MemberoftheUniformed Services or Merdiarst Marine oh active duty and currently dbs^from county of residence or an eligible spouse/dependent 

J LLS. citizen residing outside the U.S, temporarily orindefinitely ___.___ 

trrrent Address (Address where you are currently stabonsd o' living overseas.) Transmit mv ballot by: n «. „ i—i ^ r~j 

^ - (Mifitary/Ovarseas Voters only} DiWsil D FsX U Fm3,f 


Fax number or Em alf Add ress 





■- 11 ■ • ;*• r/r/,-' 1 ’-' l-,. -i--.j1>-■,, 


Visit www.NCSBEgcv to check yohrvoter registration or absents* voting status. 


05.11 
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Envelope must be signed by the voter and in the 
presence of t.vo (2) witnesses (or one notary- 
public). Witnesses must also sign and provide 
their complete address. 


& 


Wl N 

>32 OLD FAYETTEVILLE RD 

ARLAND, NC 28441 


- BLADEN COUNTY 


■j" —— 1 ■ . . . . « - --" —-c :—— 

^ I do hereby certify' that I am a duly qualified voter, registered as an affiliate of the political party indicated 
pi on this application, that all information represented is correct, and that l am entitled to vote in this election. 
II IT 1 am an UnaffElated voter voting in a primary election, I am voting in the Party Primary indicated; 
(DEM) (REP) or (T.TB). If the party indicated is (UNA), I am voting a nonpartisan, ballot. 


I certify that I am making application for an absentee ballot, and that I marked the ballot enclosed herein (or 
it -was marked tor me in my presence and according to .my instructions) in the presence of two witnesses 
Who witness the casting of my absentee 


MMK 


Drr ._ CES JOHNSOM BALDWIN 

PCT/VTD:P70/P70 Muni - 

11/08/2016 - GENERAL 


BOARD APPROVAL: 



T certify that I assisted the voter in marking his or her ballot according to his or her instruction and/or I 
assisted the voter in signing this certificate because the voter is unable to complete and/or sign this 
certification. • 



Name of Person AsMttng Veer (if ajpbcable) Address of reison Assisting Voter 


Signature of Person .Assisting Voter 
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OFFICIAL ABSENTEE BALLOTING MATERIAL - FIRST CLASS MAIL 


Bladen County Board of Elections 
PO Box 512 

Elizabethtown, NC 28337-0512 
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FRAUDULENTLY OR FALSELY COMPLETING THIS FORM IS A CLASS l FELONY UNDER CHAPTER 163 OF THE NC GENERAL STATUTES. 


I am requesting an absentee ballot for the: GENERAL FLECTION _._, 

' -election Typz (Primary, Geaerot, Mttft*dpa),SptpaL etc.) 

Voter information 


on NOVEMBER 8 203L 

&ectfcrt Date 



Have you lived at this address for more than 30 days? Q Yes Q Mo 
intricate the date of your move: / / 



previous. Na.rpe (if applicable) 


Voter fiegstrstion No. 



| Zip Co:20 


Absentee Voting Information 


Abse^-^^aiibE^dress ( W h^t should th e^i o^^maiied?) Gty State Zip Code 

Q Democratic Q Republican □ libertarian Q iUon-pa-tjsao 

f voter is a patient in a hospital, clinic, nursing home orrest home, ptease indicate whether you Will need assistance In marking your ballot £j Yes Q No 


If “Yes," what h the name and address of tha hospital or iY ditty: 


zzsm&t&sBEssafizm] 


If requesting an absentee ballot on behalf of c near relative, list your name, address, contact information and relationship to the voter: 
le quarter's Name O spouse Q brother/sister Q parent Q gianduaitni Q stepparent 

i~l child [3 grandchild I I stepdiild Q mother-in-law Q father-in ijw 

_ _ I □ son-in-law Q daughter-in-law [~1 legal guardian _ 

Sequester's Address I Name ofCorpotadon (If appointediegalgusrtfran) 



State j Zp Cgde fteq Hester's Phone f Requestor's Email 


or MHitary/Overseas Citizens Only {may only bis signed by the voter; may not be signed by a near reiative/guardianj 


eject one of the options below to qualify armfitary or overseas voter; 

j[ Member of the Uniformed Services or Merchant Marine on active duty and currently absent from county of residence or an etfgibfe spa use/dependent 
3 as. d teen residing outside the as, temporarily or inde^nItaly 


urrent Address (Address where ybo^re conentlystatlqined or living overseas.) Transmit mV ballot by: . } v p—i r 

{Mititerv/Overseas Voters Dtily) i J Mail | jf 2 X LJ Email 

] Tax Number o r Address 


(if applicable}- 


Visit vi»w/,NCS 8 E:goj to diedc.yftrvoter reglstretionor absentee voting status. 
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.EViN DEQUAN BALDWIN 
032 OLD fAYETTEVILLE RD 
JARLAND, NC 28441 

EM - BLADEN COUNTY 




Enyelope.niusf 


presences 

p' 


Sgi v /.'i:; ^ 





BOARD APPROVAL: 


jvij I do hereby certify that I am a duly qualified voter, registered as an affiliate of the political party indicated 
pf on this application, thatall information. represented is correct, acd thatl am entitled to vote in this election. 
|S If I an an Ifoaffiliated voter voting it a primary election, I am voting in the Party Primary indicated; 
|S (DEMQ (KbP) or (LIB). £~ the party indicated is(UflA). I am voting a nonpartisan ballot 

i l certify that lam making application for an absentee ballot, and that I marked theballot enclosed herein (or 
it was marirec for me in iny presence and according to my instructions) in the presence of too witnesses 
who are at least 18 years of age and who are not disqualified by law to witness file casting of my absentee 
allot. 


Name corrector (if applicable) 




I certify that I assisted the voter in marking his ox her ballot according to bis or her insSuction and/or 1 
assisted the voter in signing this certificate because the voter is unable to Complete and/or sign this 
certification. 



Name of Person Assisting Voter (if applicable) Address ofPerson Assising Voter 


Sipiatuic of Pcisoq Ass^tiog. Voter 




dy tiiat X am at least 1S ycais of 3ge and am cot disqualified by G.S. 163- 
(a)(4) or G,S, l<53-237(bl) to assist this voter m macdiig or witnessing the 
ig of his/her absentee ballot, and in my presence, the "voter Tnnrked the 
sed. ballot, or caused it to be marked in hisber presence according to his/her 
ictioR, and signed this absentee application and certificate. 

X / r-tr^Tyf 7) Ki A (k A j i. 


5S-#1 Signature (Required) 


(R.eqmed) 

TCSC- o n,. pi c ' 

ss#l City, Stale, Zip (Required) 




3 BH 


, County of _ 


1 certify that I am at least 18 years of age and ammot disqualified by G.S. 163- 
2263(a)(4) or G.S. 163-237(bl) to assist this voter in marking or witnessing the 

casting Of his/her absentee ballet. Ou the day of 

‘ .20 .thevoten 


Print "Voter's Name 

personally appeared before me, was positively ideaafied, and in my preset ce^xnarkrd 
the enclosed ballot, or caused it to be marked ixt his or her presence according to his or 
her instruction, nod signed tins absentee application and certificate. 


Signature of Notary Puhltc 


ss £2 City, State, Zap (Required) 


My Coixrnies ion Expires 




bi ti.P RIMAKYORRUN^ ii.im.mu cj J ;.C 

ha event that a Second Primary (or Runoff Election) is called, with my 
ature below, I request that an absentee application and ballot be issued to 
and mailed to me at the address given below. 


which l ira eligible to participate. 


a turn of\otcr (if applicable) 


Signauac of "Voter (if apulirablt) 
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OFFICIAL ABSENTEE BALLOTING MATERIAL - FIRST CLASS MAIL 


Bladen County Board of Elections 
PO Box 512 

Elizabethtown, NC 28337-0512 




FRAUDULENTLY OR FALSELY COMPLETING THIS FORM IS A CLASS! FELONY UNDER CHAPTER 163 OF THE NC GENERAL STATUTES. 


l am requesting an absentee ballot farthe: GENERAL ELECTION _ on 

Ejection Type (Primary, Genzrof, Aft in'tdpaf. Special, etc) 

Voter Information 


First Maine 


£fec£tot> Dzte 



Mailfng ActJres^ (If Afferent ttran Btime Address.} 




State I Zip Coda 


Previous'Name^if^p plica big) 


Yoii must provide at least orte ideritrfjcaiicm number below, (or see instructions) 

NC ticera* or ID j 5 SN 

XX X - XX - 



Email (cptionali 


Absentee Voting Information 


Absentee Mailing Address (Where sEouftltheballotbe ofgteji?) City State Zip Cede 

( n'Miz r& ___ I 

, ore r is reg istered as Ur,affiliated and requesting a ballot fa.' a pa rtisan primary, choose a primary ballot preference. 

□ Democrats □ Republican Q libertarian □ Non-partisan 

If voter is a patient in a hospital, dinic, nursing home or rest home, please indicate whether you wH! need assistance in marking your ballot Q Yes O Wo 

IF "Yes," what fa the name and address of the hospital orfadfityr 


If requesting on absentee ballot ov behalf of a near relative, list your name, address, contact information and relationship to the voter: 

Requestor's Name □ spouse f~1 brother Afaur Q parent l~i grandparent □ sleppareat 

O diifd O grandchild FI stepchild f~| mothor-ip-Iaw Q fothcr-Infew 

PVtC ___ t’Ki&f-: __ _tmt l _ _ IWS rl _. □ son-in-law njaughter-irt^w □ legal guardian 


iequestor's Address i Name of Corporation (tf appointed legal guardian) 



State j Zip Code j Requestor's Phone j Requestor's Eniaif 


'or Military/Overseas Citizens pniy.{may only be signed by the voter; may not be signed by a near, relativc/guardian) 


iefect one of the options below to qualify asa military or overseas voter; 

3 Member of the Uniformed Services or Merchant Marine on active duty and currently absent from county of < cs’d cr.ee at an eligible; spouse/dependent 
~j us, citiaen residing outside the U.S. tempo rarity orinflefinitety__ 


krrent Address (Address where you are cunently stationed or living overseas,} Transmit nwkailot&V; r^i i— i i—i 

f Milhary/Ovarseas Voders On ly} □ FaX □ £ms!! 

Fax Number or Email Addres 





Visit www.NCSBE.gov tocliedt your voter registration or absentee voting status. 
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EVIN Dt-GHA WN BAL DWIN 
8032 OLD FAYETTEV1LLF RD 
GARLAND, NC 28441 

DEM - BLADEN COUNTY 


envelope must be signed by the voter and m the 
presence of two (2) witnesses (or one notary"- 
public). Witnesses must also sign and provide 
their complete_.address-. 


ta&ggiiwgss 


lillllfllfsbgai 



I do hereby certify that I am a duly qualified voter, registered as an afihate of the political party indicated 
on this application, that all information represented is correct, and that I am entitled to vote in this election. 
If I apt an UnqffHuzed voter voting in a. primary election, lam voting in the party Primary indicated: 
(OHM) (REP) or (T..TB)- If theparty indicated is (UNA), lam voting a nonpartisan ballot 

I certify that I am making application for an absentee ballot, and that 1 marked he ballot enclosed herein (or 
it -was marked for me in my presence and seconding to my instructions) in the presence of two witnesses 
who are at least IS years of ago and who are not disqualified by law to witness the casting of my absentee 


Name cotxectioc (if applicant) 




BOARD APPROVAL: 


= rt C. ->v i S > 

I certify that I assisted the voter in marking his or her ballot according to his or hex instruction and/or I 
assisted the voter in signing this certificate because the voter is ratable to complete and/or sign this 
certificate om 


Ncmc of Posojc Asststii^ Vo ter (if applicable) Address of ?ci3ou Assistiug Wter 


Signature of PersonAssistmi; Voter 








certify that I am. at least IS yean; of age and am not disqualified by G.S. 163 -. 
263(a)(4) or G.S. 163-237(bl)to assist this voter in maDting or witnessing the 
istmg of his/her absentee ballot, and in my presence, the voter marked the 
icloscd ballot, or caused it to be marked in hisherpiescnbc accoiding tohis/hcr 
idnictioa, and signedthis absenteeapplicationand certificate. 


, County of_ 


J. 

I certify that I am at least 18 years of age and am lot disqualified hy G.S. 163- 
2263(a)(4) or G,S. 163-237(bl) to assist this voter in maridag or witnessing the 
Casting of his/her absentee ballot On the ' day of 

I_ _ ,20 .the voter: 



N 

j 

'imess #1 Street Address yR e*idtc<J) 

?■ I T~7 r&c\ i 

rid 

j PrintVoter’s Name 

’imess #1 City, Stale, Zip ‘(Reqaiied) J ' 

J i i 


personally appeared before rhe,- was positively identified, and in nr/ presence, marked 
file enclosed ballot, or caosec it to be marked inbis or her presence according to his or 
her instruction, acd signed tfijs abseiitee appHcatiori and certificale. 



X \ 


itness#2 Signature 


imess #2 Street Address 


% #2 City, State, Zip (Required) 


&A 2 M : 

h. AltZ sl/tJAV 


Signature orNotaryPn&ic 


My CotncowsionEwjkcs 


OMXP 


ja the event that a Second Primary (of Rimoff Election) is called, with my 
iignature below, I request that an absentee application, and ballot be issued to 
no and mailed to me at the address given below. 






Due to continued or expected illness or disability, I request that this application be a 
request for absentee bildts for any other elections to be held this calendar year in 

which lam eligible to participate. 


Signature of Voter (if applicable) 


Signature. of Voter (if applicable) 
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OFFICIAL ABSENTEE BALLOTING MATERIAL - FIRST CLASS MAIL 


Bladen County Board of Elections 
PO Box 512 

Elizabethtown, NC 28337-0512 
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C 


) 


( 

j 


October 4,2016 


TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 


l Linda F. Jolmson-Baldwic answered my doorbell on. September 24,2016 
at approximately 8:45 p.m. and invited Josh to come in. He told me who he was, 
what he needed, and called one of the names of one of the previous teachers that I 
supervised. I allow him to come in. He asked me iff would like to fill out an 
"absentee ballot form” for voting for tire 2016 primary. He told me that if he had 
Filed out 14 or 15 he would be paid S120.00 each time. Me being (he person that I 
am, trying to help young people in any possible way, told him yes. I filled out one for 
myself and for my one 40 year old daughter and two twenty-two year old sons. He 
informed me that t would receive the envelopes in the mail and that 1 need to fill them 
out and he would return for them. Within a couple of days I received three large 
envelopes in the mail. One each for my two sons and one for myself. My daughter 
did not receive one because she is not registered to vote m "North Carolina. On 
Thursday, September 2, 2016 Josh came by to see if I had complete the ballots. I 
had not! I told my husband who answered the door, to tell him that I will have them 
ready by Sunday at approximately 4:00 p.m. On Sunday October 2, at approximately 
4:00 Josh returned for the ballots. I had forgotten to fill them out, therefore, I invited 
him to come in while I filled out the ballots. I made the statement that some of the 
categories aren’t clem on die ballot He told me that I could fill out any of them that I 
want to but he was just concerned with this particular and he then placed his finger on 
the ballot, and pointed out a name. I then informed him that I would choose the one 
that I want. Josh informed me that he had to sign die envelope, have a witness to sign 
and he also had to put postage stamps on them, as well. I told him that I wanted to 
mail them myself, I made it perfectly clear that I wanted to mail them. He told me 
that he would return diem on Monday/ at 12:00, that he had to show them to his boss 
so that he could get paid for having them done. I arranged my business so that I 
would be home on Monday, October 3 rd at 12:00 p.m.. I was home from Monday, 
October 3 at 10:45 am. until Tuesday morning at 8:30 a.m. I had to run an errand on 
Tuesday morning, but I returned by 10:40 a,m. No Josh, no call and no mail from 
him. 

I would like for my ballot and sons’ ballot to be disregarded and returned to us, so 
that we may vote in person and not by “absentee ballot.” Please make sure that this 
request is granted to us as U S Citizens. 



Sincerely, 

Linda F. Jobnson-Baldwin 


/Oescn -r 


kape.cLpo - VWe cW; i aj~i 3 diScurtT-cL J hoi 
..ci Qnioq on: My ropVpcT Vo-Ul'M her usr 

..a...3 ‘^ep'c\c r, o \ 1 \s j op £ n 4h e. Irv, i \ #$ i /j&re 

c -l.g^-5-V nnq a rdwrics <;-rv? Vk&u aren't" 


:a 1 as Ibpg ca r vv< i I eJ 

NoOembeC X haor c.orr-C 


SeC i 


Pa s~ntae 


r/iing -fbxeAO 


un .; 


V # 1 
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NCSBE Report of Investigation 

Case Number: 2016-141 
Investigatorjs): Joan Fleming/Marshall Tutor 
Document: interview of Heather Register, 11/15/2016 

Courityfs): Bladen County 

Sub]ect{$): Patriots for Progress IE PAC 

Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud —11/08/2016 General Election¬ 
'll 69, residing 

was contacted at her residence by NCSBE Investigators Joan Fleming and 

Timothy Register, DOB 
1996,HHH^^HAfter being 
advised of the identity of the interviewing officials and the purpose of the contact. Register provided the 
following information: 

Register confirmed that she sent an email to the Bladen County Board of Election (BOE) on November 9, 
2016, in which sheadvised that she, her husband, and her son had applied for absentee ballots though 
"a couple of my son's friends" and, although they n ever received the ballots, they were told that the 
voted ballots Were received by the Bladen County BOE on October G, 2016. Her email noted that when 
she went to vote in-person on Election Day, she was told that she had already voted. 

Register identified the above referenced "friends" as Caltlyn Croom and Matthew Matthis. She stated 
that Croom is the ex-girlfriend of her son, Michael, and that: Croom is presently dating Matthis. She 
recalied that Croom and Matthis came to her house and explained thatthey were being paid for 
"helping people" to vote absentee. Register recalled that Croom and Matthis carried a "metal 
clipboard" that contained the forms and that they just "showed up" at the Register's house. She 
recalled that they stated they were working for someone who was paying them $20.00 either "per 
ballot" or for a certain number of ballots. Register did not recall if they ever mentioned the name of the 
person who was paying them. Croom and Matthis told the Registersthat they should let them know 
when the ballots arrived at their house, which they expected would be "Friday", and Croom and Matthis 
would'Come back and pick them up. They did not say how the ballots would Retransmitted to the 
Bladen County BOE. 

Heather and Timothy Register were shown copies of their absentee ballot request forms, which were 
signed on September 22 , 2016, and they confirmed that the signatures on those forms were theirs. She 
stated the printing on the forms was not theirs and was possibly written by Matthis. Register stated the 
signature on Michael Register's form was not authentic. She noted that her son, Michael, was working 
in Ohio from approximately August 5, 2016 to October 30,2016, and therefore Michael could not have 
signed his form on September 22,2016 as indicated. 

The Register's reviewed the signatures on their corresponding ballot container envelopes and each 
stated that the signatures were not theirs. Michael Register confirmed that he was still out of town in 


Marshall Tu tor. Also presen t for the interview was Register's husband, 
jjl N$ M r 1961,^^^^^^Band her son, Michael Register, DOB^^V 


On 11/15/2016, Heather Register, DOB 


1 
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Ohio on the date his ballot envelope was signed, October 1, 2016. Timothy Register stated the signature 
on his ballot envelope was "not even close" to his real signature and Heather Register stated the same 
noting that the signature appearing on the envelope was "awful." Heather and Timothy further noted 
that they never received the ballots and therefore could not have signed the ballot container envelopes. 
All three ballot container envelopes were witnessed by Croom and Matthis. 

Register stated that when the ballots did not arrive, she attributed it to "slow mail" and did not contact 
Croom or Matthis to ask any questions. Instead, she went to vote on Election Day, and, as stated above, 
she was told that the executed absentee ballots had already arrived at the Bladen County BOE. She 
recalled that the poll worker assisting her called another poll worker over to review the poll book. They 
then called the Bladen County BOE and were told the ballots were received on October 6, 2016, 

Register called her husband and told him that all three of them couid not vote (Michael Register was 
back in NC as of 10/30/2016) because they had "already voted." 

Register was adamant that she and her husband had not voted, because they had never received their 
ballots. She commented that she "hoped they voted for my choices." Register was furnished with a 
telephone number for the State Board by the Bladen County BOE. She spoke with Sheryl Harris who told 
her the State Board would investigate. Two days later, on November 10, 2016, the local news media 
attempted to contact Register about her experience. Register re- contacted Harris for advice and was 
told that the State Board was investigating but could not offer Register advice concerning the press 
inquiry. Register stated she also contacted "Charles Ray Martin" 

Soon after Election Day, Register received an "affidavit'' from Gabriella Fallon at "HVJT.Iaw." 

She stated she "did not fill it out" and forwarded it to Harris at the State Board instead. She advised she 
had not spoken to Harris since the previous week when she reported the media contact. 

Register stated she did not have a telephone number for Matthis and Croom and that they 
communicated by Facebook, She described the location where they reside. 

Register stated that she feels that it is "not fair" that someone else "took my vote." 

Timothy Register stated that he dislikes the idea that someone voted in his place and he was also 
concerned about the possibility that their mail may have been stolen. 

Michael Register reviewed a voter registration form, dated May 27, 2014, which he said contained his 
authentic signature. He stated the registration form dated September 23,2016 was not signed by him 
and that he was still in Ohio on that date, He stated that he wanted to vote "for himself' and would 
have been "mad" if he was turned away like his mother was. He stated he considered voting in Ohio, 
but was not legally registered there, 

Documents discussed with the Registers are attached to this report. 

[Investigator's Note: Register submitted a signed affidavit to the Bladen County BOE, dated November 
18, 2016. A copy of that affidavit is also attached. It is noted that Register's affidavit was later 
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submitted as an attachment to an election protest submitted to the Bladen County BOE by Leslie 
McCrae Dowless, Jr.] 


2016-141/Actjye 
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Cynthia Shaw 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject; 


Heather Register <hregister@jfcmelons.com> 

Wednesday, November OS, 2016 11:23 AM 

elections@Biadenco.org 

Sen. Brent Jackson 

Absentee 


We had a couple of my sons friends stop by asking if we wanted to do an absentee ballot back in late September/early 
October. They said the ballot would come to our house and we could fill ii out and send It in without having to go to the 
polls. We nevergot the ballots. When I went to vote last night they told me that I had already voted, they had received my, 
my sons and my husband's absentee ballots on October 6th. They did not allow us to vote. We never got the ballots nor 
filled them out. We are in Bladen County. Our address is 1878 Braxton Edge Road, Fayetteville, NC 28312. IViy husband's 
name is Timothy S, Register and my sons name is Michael B. Register. 


Thank you, 



J 


Heather Register 
Food Safety Coordinator 
Jackson Farming Company 
910-567-2202 
wwvj.ifcmelons.com 




.ysonFar/jj 



GLOBAL G.A.P, 

6FSi CERTIFIED 


CIOTUsD 


Grower/Packer/Shippar of Watermelons, Athena Cantaloupes, Eastern Honeydews, Specialty Melons, Strawberries, 
Pumpkins, Broccoli and Sweet Potatoes 


c 

J 
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AnsMivn 


>;otth Carolina 
County of 

*rlga^rBo-S-r~ s4:&.r~ , app earing before the lindersrgrtcd 

Name of principal 

notary and being duly Sworn, says that 

1. My name is Heather Reginfer and I am a registered voter in Blacen County, North 
Carolixia. 

2. I reside at 187$ Braxton Edge Rond, raystteviilfl, NC2S3 i2 t witn ray husband, 
Timothy Register, and my soa, Michael Register. 

3. In approximately late Ssptembcr/cariy October, my son's friend. Caiclyn Groom 
arrived at our borne accompanied by a Meud named Matthew. 

4. Csltlyn and Matthew advised my family and me fh#tifwe filed absentee request 
forms, we w*ou1d recall's absentee ballots b oar mail and wo could vote by mail 
without having to gotodie polls to cast our votes, 

5. Caitiyn and Matthew also mentioned they could receive payment m the amount of 
§20 if they seemed a certain number of absentee bailotrequesi forms from voters; 
they did not share infonnatroft ou who weald he paying them for this worh. 

6. My family mid 1 completed our absenis&raijuosi; ftrms with Caitiyn and Matthew. 
However, die absentee ballots never arrived at ourhome. 

7. On November 8,2316,1 went to mv palling place to cast sny vote 
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2. When I aTTv'sd, the poIJ war&ers isiTacnwcJ ma I cnuta not Vote because my absentee 
ballot hia-d already been cast on October 6.5,016. 

9. Additionally, the poll workers advised me that absentee ballots had also been 
received for my husband and son. 

10. I explained that ifce absentee ballots never arrived at our home and we had not 
submitted those absentees ourselves. 

11. J was told 1 could qoc vote and was provided iljts number fertile Bladen County Board 
of Sections. 

12. 3 informed the Bladen County Boar.1 of Elections of the absentee ballots ttaxv^ero 
submitted in ray family's name without our knowledge or consent 

13. Neitherrayfnmiiy nor I voted provisionally. 



Sworn ta (or affirmed) and subscribed bsfere me flits th e /S' d av o f A/o-Jc 

20 _ 


(Official Sea!) 


GWaftes W. Stete, ,;j. 
Notcuy Public 

ftiMjethnd County, If,C. 1 

i MyCacBp/saon' Esoire; 


Official SigncifwsofNozaiy * 


t ?f&TT r (<s W ', ‘SV’g 4rt 'jv. 'Mottny Public 
Notary's pctnied or typed name 


My commission empires; 


/z-fs- /z*. 



Exhibit 2.2.2.1 


82 of 278 


AMJBAl'IT 


North Caroliiia 

County of S* 1 (XIX & 

H&gCrB > 'ysLr~ Qq \ appearing before the undersigned 

Name cfprincipdl 

notary and being duly swill, says that 

1. My nameIs HeatJifer Register andlama registered voter in Bladen County, North 
Carolina. 

2. X reside at I S7fi Bfcrfon Edge Road. Fayetteville* NC 28312, with my husband. 
Timothy Register, and my son, Michael Register. 

3. In approximately late September/early October, my son’s friend. Caitlyn Croom 
arrived at our home accompanied by a friend named Mattheyv. 

4. Caitlyn and Matthew advised my family and me that if vve filed absentee request 
forms, we would receive absentee ballots in oar mail and we could vote bymail 
without having to go to toe polls to cast our votes. 

5. Caitlyn and Matthew also mentioned they could receive payment in fha amount of 
520 if they secured a certain number of absentee ba Hot request forms from voters; 
they did not share infonnatioji on who would be paying them for this work. 

6. My family and I completed our absentee request forms with Caitlyn and Matthew. 
However, the absentee ballots never arrived at our home. 

7. On November 8,2016, Invent to toy polling place to cast my vote. 
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S. WhenI-arrived,thepoii wor&ereinformed msleouitfnot vot*becausernyabsentee 
ballot had already been cast on October 6.2016. 

9. Acfdincmally.the poll workers advised me that absentee ballots had also been 
received for my husband and son. 

'■0.1 explained that the absentee ballots never arrived at our homo and we had not 
submitted those absentees Ourselves. 


11. I was raid I couldno: vote and was provided the number for die Bladen County Board 
oi Elections. 

12. I in formed die. Bladen Count)'Board of Elections of tire absentee ballots that were 
submitted in my family’s name without our knowledge or consent, 

13. Neither tnyfsmijy nor I voted provisionally. 


i 1 S-D ~ 

4ifaM \ 


Sworn to (or affgmedt and subscribed hefcretae fats tire /B d avo f aJo-J . 2*z>et~, 

23_. 


(Official Seal) 


Charles W, Siska, .p, 

Notaiypabffc 

Cnaberfard Cc-unty, \> 3 ,C. ’ 

MyCtoaiUiiisioii &p ytnjijzf 







Li. — * 






Official Signano-d ofNotary 


Y'S. 4^r .jyy Notary Public 
Notary'sprinted or typad name 


My commission expires: 


/ 3- /■£• f 
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Blod en County 8 oe rd of Ele ctic ns 

P.O.BOX 512 
Elizabethtown, NC23337 

PHONE: 91^852-6951 FA<; 910-832-7820 
electionsgbladenco.org k 


FRAUDULENTLY OR FALSELY COMPLETING THIS FORM IS A Cl ASS 1 FELONY UNDER CHAPTER 1G3 OKTHENCGEMERAl STATUTES. 


t am reauastinsan absentee ballot for the; GENERAL ELECTION 

on 

NOVEMBER 8 th . 2016 


Elation Typt (p,knQrf, Gentnd, Mvrtrlpai Special, at.) 

Etecthn Date 

Voter Information 





Us^Jama 

First Name 

Middle Harpe 

_ 

... JM. 


Homs Adcttecfc (MC JtesTcfentl&t Address,} 

* Si 9 FAat vA _ _ _ 

- ---— -;---—.■■■■- 1 

Ma)Jto,£ Address (tf dJff ere*)t<U j axtiopjg oddness,} 

s vtuv.-i : :-i' ‘.'ij 


City ^ ^ 

... .. 

State 1 Zf? Code 

■Nt i lisYL 

city ^ . ... 

t, j *v -t - s 

***-? :..V\ 


State 

21 p Cede 

Have you lived at this address (or more than 30 days?* 

If "No,'' Indicate the data of your move: _ 

g?Yos DNo 

J _/_ 

County of Reside rtce,,. 

PrevdqysName (if applicable) 

You must provld&gt legs tone fdentfflcatfon number below* {or $ee Instructions] j 

■ rtCUc*OS«oriCr ffwnljcr 

Voter Registration Mo, 

• 

Phone (optional) 

Email {optional) 



j-; Absentee Voting Information 

; Absentee Mailing Address (Where should Ihe ballot be mailed?) 

SfitW <XS GpOMl __ 

City 

■ 

State Zip Coda 


Q Democratic Q Republican Q Libertarian □ Non-partisan 

If voter is 3 patientin s hospital, clinic, nursing home or rast home, please Indicate whether yon willneei assistance In marking your ballot. Q Yes fj'No 
It "Yes/' tyfiat Is the name and address of the hospital or facility: 


If requesting on absentee ballot on behalf of a near relative, 
Requestor's Name 

.*. \ 14 % ■:'_c- :•/"> ...', ■ .'\V*v rC vs*» v.vtrtci-.axd t.O E>rltw“aw-StvV-'sL.CV,-ct'T5i.v'.V/.fc■. 

1st yovrname, address, contact information and relationship to the voter: 

□ spouse □brother /sister Q parent □grandparent □ stepparent 

□ child □ grandcWld □ stepchild Q mothcr-ir tusv Q (ather-M-iavv 

□ sorvln-lasv □datiehter-in-taw □ leRafauardiaa 

1~"7_ 

Nair.eof Corporation {If appointed legal guardian} 

: aty 

State 

2ip Cade 

Requestor's Phone 

Requestor's Email 


For Military/Overseas Citizens Only .(may only besigrted b 

y the voter; may not be signed by a near relatlve/gtiardian) 

itlv absent from county of residence or an eligible spouse/dependent. 

Select one of the options below to qualify as a military or overseas voter: 

; D Member -of the Uniformed Services or Merchant Marine on aettveduty and currer 
n U J. citizen residing outside the U.S, temporarily or Indefinitely 

Current Address (Address where you are currently stationed or Wing overseas.) 

- __ _ 

SKE2EXU*, n*« a~ dm 

Fax Number or Email Address 



Signature of Relative/^ear Guandlah (if appfieibfe) 

mbl. x _ 


Q»1t ___ 


VtOlMl 


aMeiairaa^satoi K r g« ssgEHHB3sS^C 3 ^ s «»ni s«ii^^ 

Visit vnw.NC5EE.gov to check your voter registration or absentee voting status. 


1 
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ABSENTEE APPLICATION AND CERTIFICATE 


A. CliftS S] 


Envelope must be signed by the voter and in the 
presence of two (2) witnesses (or one notary- 
pubiic). Witnesses must also sign and provide 


FAYETTEVfLLB, ncYsS? 

REP - BLADEN COUNTY 


J Ido hereby certify that 1 am a iluly qualified voter, regtsiercd as au affiliate of the political party indicated 
S on this application, that ail information represented is correct, and that ! am entitled in -role in this election. 
Jl If ! air. an UnaJJil]aie4 votef voting in a printary election, .1 ant voting in the Party Primary indicated: 
$ (OHM) (REV) or (110) If the party indicated is (UNA), 1 ant voting a nonpartisan ballot. 

n 

|J r certify that I am making application for on absentee ballot, and that I marked Hie ballot enclosed herein (or 
pi it was marked for me in my presence sod according Jo toy instructions) in the presence of two witnesses 
arc at least IS years of age and who are not disqualified by taw lo-witness the casting of my absentee 

StPSCjieijijy ballot 


Ilflili 


■■■" Ballot: G 005 
HEATHER ANN REGISTER 
P c TATQP70/P7O Muni- 

11 / 08/2016 - GENERAL 


111^ of Voter 


NarnG coirtcl'toQ (if applicable) 


Date 


BOARD APPROVAL: 


j 1 certify that I assisted the veto in mariinghis or her btiiot according to his or her instruction and/or 1 
; assisted the voter In signing this certificate because the voter is tumble to complete and/or sign this 
li* certification. 


Tianw af Person Assisting Voter (ifapplcablc) Address of Person Assisting rater 




Signature Person Assisiihg Vciw 


I certify that J am at test 18 years of age anrtam not disqualified by G.S. 363- 

2263(a)(4) orG.S. 163-237(bl) to assist this voter in marking or witnessing the 
casting of his/her absentee ballot, and in my presence, the voter marked the 
enclosed ballot, or caused it tobe marked in his/herpiescncc according to his/her 
iostraeftor, and signed this absentee application end certificate. 


Stale of_ _ 


g£Pj&f>3 &p 


, County of _ 


1 certify that f am at kast 18 years of age and am not disqualified by G.S. 163- 
226J(aX4) or G.S- 163-237(bl) to assist this Voter ia marking or witnessing the 

casting of his/her absentee baltoi. On die __ day of 

__. 20_, the voter: 


IX /6 Q'l P'LlAX-X < 

i^f 2 a 


Slx«t Atfdreas vR<qvjlrci^^ 

H<$ Cui\n 

/Vt &fZsSS&... 

fruit Voter's Niftto 

Witness SI City. Slate, Zip (Required} 


personally appeared before me, was positively identified, and in my presence, imriccd 
the enclosed baliot, or caused it to be marked in his orherpreser.ee ecco-ding to his or 
hcrhistrJction, and signed (his absentee application and certificate. 


J HZ S ism tore (R«|iiirr<!) 

—|-3dA_0 '"^s- M-L ■< >L\. 

V/r.njsi #2Strc<4 Address 

b (1 >_d7 ip r '- 

Wfnrcss ttz City, Stale, Zip (Hcrjuifcd) 


ZTtf? JJ 




Sigmiure of Notary Public 


My CCTrniisstoiiExpfres 


In the event that a Second Primary (or Runoff Election) is called, with rr.y 
signature below, l request that an absentee application arid ballot be issued to 
the and mailed to me at the address given below. 

X___ 

Signature of Voter (if applicable) 


Due to contimcd or expected illness or disability, 1 request (hat this application be a 
request tor absentee ballots for any other elections to be held this calendar year in 
which i am eligible to participate. 

X __ 

Sigatu/e of Voter (Ifapplicable) 
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B§jj| 


Blad cn County Boird ofBecfion; 

P; 0. B0XSL2 
Elizabethtown, NC 23337 

PHONE: 910-862-6931 PAX: 910-562-7S20 
e)(;CticmS@>bladenco.orB . 


FRAUDULENTLY OR FALSELY COMPLETING THIS FORM IS A CLASS 1 FELONY UNDER CHAPTER 163 OF THE NC GENERAL STATUTES 

,^-Al-i. . _ _ T . .f . .-. 1 _ It O TO C 


am requesting an absentee ballot for the: GENERAL ELECTION _ on NOVEM BE RS , 2 Q15 

BsctlonType (Frimsry, Seoaot,Munidpcl, SpechJ, sc) Section Date 


foter Information 


jst Name 


omeTvddress (NC Rasiderrt-al Mdrass.) 


First Name 


Middle Name 
<3 


Suffix i Date of Birth 


State I Tip Code City 

ViC LS'3-2- 


Mailing 

i A,. ■ — _v I'. .a 

City CT'T -s ■> ■' “ *7 State SpCode 


County of Residence- j Pre yin&srNajr ieiif ap plicable] 


cu must provide at least cn 

CUcoWf orJD ^UTTifcttf 

& identifier 

itinn number beiow. (or see instructions] 
Issw 








ibsentee Voting Information 


tee Mailing Address (Where should the ballot be mailed?) 


«oter is registered as Uneffiliated and requesting a ballot for apartisan primary, choose a primary ballot preference. 

O Democratic Q Republican Qubei tartan D Non-partisan 

aoter is a patient ia a hospital, clinic, musing homecr rest home, please indicate whetheryou will reed assistance in markingyocr ballot Q Yes Q No 

if ‘Yes,"’ what is the name and address of the hospital or fodlityt 


Ifrequesting an absentee ballot cn behalf of a near relative, list your name, address, contact information and relationship to the voter: 
quejtor’s Name Q spouse O brother/sister C] parent [3 grandparent Q stepparent 

f [ child Q grandchild d Stepchild [3 mother-in-law [3 father-in-iaw 

_if«r_ __ es9 a_ »„« _ sum □ son-j n-fe w Q daugh teHn -iaw Q legal guardian__^__ 


_-fr**F _ JNUftt 

questor's Address 


Name of Corporation (If appointed legal guardian) 
State f Zip Code Requestor's Phone i Requestor's Email 


i r Military/Overseas Ctttg,erts Only, {may only be signed by the voter; may not be signed by a near reiative/guardian) 

feet orie of the options below to qualify as a military or overseas voter: 

Member of the Uniformed Services or Merchant Marine on active duty and currently absent frem county of residence or an eligible sponse/tiepeodent 

U.S, eftfoen residing outside the U.S. tempGreniy or Indefinitely _ . _ 

TerrtAddressfAddressvrhereyou are currently stafior.ed or living overseas.) iTBnsmttmv ballot by: l—r „ i —i „ r ~a ,, 

(yillitary/Dversgas Voters Only) □ Mi>[ □□ E ^ aii 

Fa* ^timber or Snr»3?i Andres? 


"Voter (vol^louSy} 


Signature of Relative/Near Guardian {if-Sp^llcabJe) 

.j-rt -lU x 


Visit wwwdJCSBC.gpv t o cfiech your voter registration or absentee voting status. 
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ABSENTEE APPLICATION AMD CERTIFICATE 


TMOWSCOTT REGISTER 
1878 BRAXTON EDGE RD 
FAYETTEVILLE, NC 2S312 

UfiA - BLADEN COUNTY 


Envelope must 6$ signed by the voter ond in. the 
presence of two (2) witnesses (or one riotery- 
public). ; Witnesses thust also sign and provide 
tidir.complete address. 







5sS3SHSS33SS^g 

m 


r|r I do hereby ccrtiLy that I am a duly qualified voter, registered as an affiliate of the political party indicated 
?g on this application, that all information represented is correct, and thatl am entitled to vote in this election 
•,L If I am an Unaffuiated voter Voting in a primary election, I am voting in the Tarty 'Primary indicated; 
j§ (DEM) (RE?) or (UB). If the party indicated is [UNA), lam voting a nonpartisan ballot 

tg 1 certify that I am malting application for an absentee ballot and thatl marked the ballot enclosed herein (or 
gs it was marked for me in rcy presence and according to my instructions) in the presence of two witnesses 
& who areat least 18 years of age and who are not disqualified by law to witness the casting of my absentee 

LI ballot._ . _ 


mmm Ballot gods 
riMOTtijY SCOTT REGISTER ££ 

PCTA/TD; P70/P70 u uni - % 

11/0812016 - GENERAL * £t _ ' ___ 

Name correction (if applicable) 


HOABH A PPD^yA r . ]§j * CCI ^ r I assisted the voter in marking his or her ballot according to Ms or hat instruction and/or I 


ggvaggg-g^-^sggj 





BOARD APPROVAL: 

rtpT t o on 1C 
uL Id Ziiio 


g assisted the voter in si grring this certificate because tiie voter is unable to complete and/or sign this 
g certification, 

I _ - r r' . r; __j_zd_ 

§; Nine of Person /listing Voter (if applicable) Address of Pctson Assisting Veter 


Signature ofPeison Assistag. Voter 


I certify that I Mfi at least IS years of age and am not disqualified by G.S.163- 
226.3(aX4) or G-S. l63-237(bl) to assist this vo:er in marking or"witnessing the 
casting of his/aer absentee ballot and in nry presence, the voter marked the 
enclosed ballot, or caused it to bemaxked in his/her presence according to his/her 
instracticsj; ^id signed this absentee application end certificate. 

X'J-ATfff* J ^1 /A J I 


Witness £l Sjg 


'(KcqiuTcd) 



0^^530? 




State of 


, County of. 


I certify that I am at least 18 years of age and am not disqualified by G.S. 163- 
226D[aX4) or G.S. 163-237(1>I) to- assist this voter in making or witnessing the 

casting of his/her absentee ballot. On the _ day of 

__,20 , the veter: 


'Victress “j street Address (Rcqui 

7-. ^ 

Witness rn City, State, Ziy (Required)' 


i UAjW^X 


Witness #2 Signature (Required) 

)'^C-Yy r ^ ks/Z. jkJ _ 

Witness “2 Street Addresl: (Required) 

tsfc?#-. /V-Mrft i- t> A JJA kJ 
■fitness #2 City, State Zip (Required) —' 


Print Voter's Name 

personally appeared before me, was positively identified, and in nfy presence, market 
the eoclosedballot, or caused it to be marked in his or her presence accordiug to his or 
her instruction, and signed tins absentee application and certificate. 


Signature of Rotary Public 


My CommissiOE Expires 




In the event that a Second Primary (or Runoff Election) is called, with my 
signature below, 1 request that an absentee application and ballot be issued to 
me and mailed to roe at the address given below. 


Due to continued or expected illness or disability, I request that this application be a 
request for absentee ballots for any other elections to be held this calendar year in 
which I am eligible to participate. 




























FRAUDULENTLY OR FALSELY COMPLETING THIS FORM S5 A CLASS! FELONY UNDER CHAPTER 163 OF THE NC GENERAL STATUTES. 


I am requesting an absentee ballot for the: GENERAL ELECTION _ on NOVEMBER 8 , 2016 

_ £/ect/otf Typa flYZrriary, Gdetiirafj ManicZpcrl^ SpccktJ, etc.} BcctZon Ucrtc 


Voter Information 


MiddfeName Suffix 


Matting Address (Jf 




5tate Zip Code 


. ^-vs 4 i villa 


Jsvc youTtvcd at-tfiisaddress for more than 30 days? jSVes Q Wo 



"No," indicate the date of your move: 


_/ _ / 


toy must provide stieest oneidenfjfjcatfon number betow. (orsee instructions} 
•.iCUccroeorio^tcmber (SSN - 


IX X X - X X - 




absentee Voting Information 



State 25p Cqcte 


uteris rOEisterg^ as C/rrcflTiJtrted'and requ&sfirtg a balfat for a partisan primary, chooses primary baliot preference. 

□ Democratic n Republican I I Libertarian Q Non-partisan 

voterisa patient in a hospital, cSnlr, nursing home orrest home, please indicate whether you will need assistance Irt marking yO-o-fcaliot O Yes Q Ho 
if‘Yes, ” what fe the name and address ofthe hospital orfedlity; 


if requesting an absentee ballot onbebdfcfa gear relative, fist yaurnamej address, contact information and relationship to the voter: 

jquestcr's Name j l~f spouse PI brother/sister [J parent Q grandparent [j stepparent 

r| child I "j grandchild !_j stepchild !~i mother-in-law f" I father-in-iaw 

Q son-in-jaw □ daughter-ir-Iavr □ legal guardUn__ 


■quettcr's Address I Mame df Corporation {£ appointed legal guardian! 


State j Zip Code j Requestor's Phone j Requestors Email 


>r iViilitary/Qv&rseas Citizens Only ( may only be signed by the voter, m ay not be signed by.a near relative/guardian) 

lectone of the options below to qualify as a military or overseas voter 

j Member of the Uniformed Services or Merchant Marine pri active duty and currently absent from county of residence or an eligible spouse/dependent 

1 US. citfeeq residing outside the lij. temporari ly or indefinit ely _._ ___ 

rrentAddress (Address where you are currently stationed or Jiving overseas.; Transreitmy ballot by: FI Mail ' FTf*! riEmail 

(Miiitary/Ouerseas Voters Only) t—1 ( — — 1 


Fax Number or Erna'ri Address 



Signature of Refative/Mear 

‘r-TL-l/t, x 


Visit w.vw.MCSSE.goVto check. your voter registration or absentee voting stains. 
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ABSENTEE APPLICATION AND CERTIFICATE 



Envelope must be signed by the voter aid in the 

,.... _theircarnpiete dddreSS^ 

' '' 

MICHAEL BENJAMIN REGISTER 



1878 BRAXTON EDGE RD 
FAYETTEVILLE, NC 2S312 


wzmmm 

fgBqaSbSSg 


ff-J - 1 do hereby certify that 1 2 m a duly qualified voter, registered as an affiliate of tire political party indicated 
.5; on *>5 application, that all information represented is correct, and that 1 am entitled to voto in tins election. 
^ If 1 am an Ihi^fwated voter voting in a primary election* I an voting in the Party Primary indicated: 
(DEM) (REP) or (LIB). If the patty indicated is (UPlA.), I am voting amonpartisan ballot - 
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DEM - BLADEN COUNTY 

1 certify that I am making application tor an absentee ballot, and that I marked the ballot enclosed herein (or 
$f£ it was marked for me in my presence and according to my instructions) in the presence of two -witnesses 

who ate at least 18 yeare of age and who are not disqualified by law to witness foe casting of my absentee 

sp^se.-^sfiSa'SEWiSEasStes^^sKgj^. ballot 
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11/03/2016 - GENERAL 



REGISTER 
Muni: 
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BOARD APPROVAL: 



or her instruction aad/or I 

K assisted the voter in signing th is certificate because tbs voter is unable to complete and/or sign this 
certification- 


Dale 


wmmm 


"Name ot'PcisoQ Assisting Vo^er (if applicable) 

X 


Aridness of Person Assorting Voter 



S®§f@gsges8;5:. 

I certify that I am at least IS years of age and am not disqualified by G.S, 163- 
2263(a)(4) of G.S. I63-237(bl) to assist this vote in marking or witnessing the 
casting of hisdret absentee ballot, and ia my presence, the voter marked foe 
enclosed ballot, or caused it.to be marked in his/her presence according to his/her 
instruction, and signed this absentee application and certificate. 

a) M. MaxMs 

Witness #5 SigoatUn-^Rc^turcd) 

RiT ) TVh^j,a^a\M __ 

Witness #1 Street Adttfess {Required) 

P\\?.eM&A-i>'r>. tQc o%yr? _ 

Witness #1 City, State, 2% (Required! 

i 



r&ShJji ,i 


Witness #2 Signatur^ Acquired) 

13£%X2: iU 


Witness #2 Street Address (Acquired) 


Witness £2 City, State, Zip: {Required) 


State of 


_y Coucty of _ 


I certify that l am at least 18 years of age and am not disqualified by G.S. 163- 
2263(a)(4) or G.S. 163-237(61) to assist this voter in marking or witnessing foe 

casting of his/her absentee ballot. On the _ day of 

__, 20_, foe voter: 


Print VdfedsNanre 

personally appeared before me, was positively identified, and in my presence, marked 
the enclosed ballot, or caused it to be marked in Hs or her presence according to his or 
her instruction, andsignedthis absentee application and certificate. 


X 


Signalers of Notary Public 


Ttfy Comuissicn. Spires 


Sad 


, _ 

In the event that a Second Primary (of Runoff Election) is railed, with my 
signature below, I request that an absentee application and ballot be issued to 
me and mailed to tire at the address giveii below. 

X 




One to continued or expected illness or disability, I request that this application be a 
request for absentee ballets for any Other elections to be held this calendar year in 
which I am eligible to participate. 
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NCSBE Report of Investigation 


Case Number: 2016-141 

Investigator(s): Joan Fleming/Marshall Tutor 

Document: Interview of Ceitlyn Croom and Matthew Matthis, 11/16/2016 

County(s): Bladen County 

Subject(s): Patriotsfor Progress IE PAC 

Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud —11/08/2016 General Election; 


11994, residing at 


On 11/16/2016, Caitlyn Crocm DOB|^Ml99fa^nd_Mat thew Matthis, DOB® 

* ' * ' ' , , " . . . - * , • l v r t> ccr >L-c In | if their f-sirKtcr hy NCSBF 

Investigators Joan Fleming and Marshall Tutor. After being advised of the identity of the interviewing 
officials and the purpose of the contact, Croom and Matthis provided the following information: 


fInvestigator's Note : Matthis furnished most of the Information with Croom adding to it at various 
pointsduring the interview. This interview was also recorded.] 

Matthis is a high school graduate of Clinton High School. He has completed two semesters of college at 
a community college. Croom is a graduate of East Bladen High School. Both were unemployed at the 
time of this interview. 

Croom and Matthis stared that prior to the November 8, 2016, they both worked together on a get-out- 
the-vote effort for a political PAC identified as "Patriotsfor Progress IE (PEP)." Croom advised that she 
was hired to work for PFP and Matthis, who is her boyfriend, assisted her with her efforts to contact 
voters in Bladen County. 


Croom first became employed with PFP through a friend, who she identified as "Kelly." Kelly was 
working for an individual identified as McCrae Dowless who was paying Kelly to go house to house, 
contacting voters, for the purpose of assisting them in requesting and completing absentee ballotsfor 
the November 8,2016 General Election. Dowless was paying Kaily for her work, and Croom and 
Matthis were interested in also being hired by Dowless because they were unemployed at that time. 
Croom and Matthis recalled that Kelly stopped working for Dowless shortly after they started, it was 
their understanding that Dowless also employed others, and Matthis recalled seeing two other female 
employees on one occasion when he and Croom were meeting with Dowless. They did not speak with 
or meet those employees and they could not identify them by name. 

Dowless explained that he wanted Croom and Matthis to concentrate on finding voters in District 3, but 
he was interested in attracting voters from other districts as well. Dowless showed them the voter 
registration and absentee ballot requests forms that they would be presenting to voters to fill out and 
sign Dowless stated that there were many people who would not otherwise vote if they were not 
encouraged to vote absentee. He told Croom arid Matthis to encourage the voters to take advantage of 
using an absentee ballot by saying they could "vote in the comfort of their own home." Dowless was 
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running for Soil and Water Commissioner, a non-partisan office, and he wanted them to "push" certain 
Republican candidates. He was particularly interested in having Croom and Matthis "push" votes for 
Ray Britt and Ashley Trivette who were candidates for Bladen County Commissioner- in return for their 
work, Croom and Matthis would be paid for their gas and time which they stated worked out to 
approximately $250.00 per week. 

Croom and Matthis were asked to bring Dowless 20 absentee requests per week and they were always 
paid in cash by Dowless.. They would meet with Dowiess at his "office" which was located in Dublin, NC 
in a storefront called "Dublin Aladdin Sweepstakes" which was in a small strip shopping center. Matthis 
stated it was. located near a Dollar General store and a pizza shop. When presented with the request 
Forms, Dowiess would write "CC" at the top of each one to signify that he received them from Croom. 

He typically did hot pay them when they turned in the forms, but rather at a later time when they would 
meet at his office, which was typically every Friday. However, he sometimes met and paid them in 
Elizabethtown if it was more convenient. Croom stated that she received Some receipts from Dowless 
which were possibly still in her car. Matthis and Croom both stated that they were paid for their gas 
and time to collect absentee ballot request forms and denied being paid fora quota and/or for 
delivering completed ballots to Dowless. [Investigator's Note: Later in the interview, Matthis and 
Croom corrected this statement to advise that Dowless was In fact paying them for a quota of request 
forms and ballots and that they were required to bring him both the request form and the ballot in 
order to be paid.] 

According to Matthis, Dowless provided Matthis and Croom with an "Inactive voters iist" which they 
used to locate prospective voters. Matthis stated that he used a notebook to keep track of their work. 
Mathis and Croom would goto the voter's residence and ask them to fill out an absentee ballot request 
form. (Matthis. demonstrated the typical pitch he would make to the voters for the interviewing 
officials.) After collecting approximately 20 request forms, Matthis would contact Dowiess by phone 
and they would arrange to meet Dowiess to give him the forms. Dowless told them that he would mail 
the request forms to the Bladen County Board of Elections (BOE). Matthis would provide his telephone 
number totHe voter so that the voter could inform him when the ballot arrived at their residence. 
Croom and Matthis would then return to the voter's residence after the voter received their absentee 
ballot and return envelope. They would tel! the voter to "vote for whoever they wanted" and then seal 
their ballot in the return envelope. The voter would sign the ballot container envelope and Croom and 
Matthis would witness the voter's signatu re. The voter would then be told to put their ballot envelope 
in the mail. However, Matthis admitted that there were occasions when he and Croom would mail the 
ballot envelope for the voter as a convenience for them. 

Matthis stated that he estimated that he and Croom signed up around 150 voters. He stated that the 
majority ofthe voters were from his district and Elizabethtown. Many of the voters were people that 
Matthis and Croom knew and be recalled that at first, it was easy for them to sign up 20 voters a week. 

Matthis and Croom were asked to desc ribe their dealings with voters Heather Regis ter, Timothy S. 

and Michael °f IIHIIflilliHIfllllflllllllliHIHHiiHi^'c^ 6 ! Register was 

Croom's ex-boyfriend and the Registers reside approximately three miles from Croom's residence. 
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Matthis and Groom stated they visited Heather and Timothy Register at their residence and they 
confirmed that the date on the Register’s Absentee Ballot Request forms, which was 9/22/2016, would 
have been the date of that visit. Heather and Timothy Register agreed to vote by absentee ballot and 
allowed Matthis to fill out their request forms which they then signed. Croom and Matthis advised that 
Michael Register was not present but had met them earlier that day in a Waimart parking lot where he 
(Michael) signed his request form. Matthis acknowledged that the printing on Michael's request form 
was done by Matthis. The "CC" on the top right corner of Michael's request form was written by Croom 
They then clipped the Register's paperwork together with other request forms and turned them into 
Dowless, after which they believe Dowless sentthe requests to the BOE. 


Croom and Matthis stated they returned to the Register's residence after the ballots arrived at which 
time the Register's signed their ballot envelopes. Heather Register signed her ballot envelope in her 
driveway on 10/04/2016, and Croom and Matthis signed as witnesses. Timothy Register signed "on the 
Steps" of his residence on 10/04/2016, after which Croom and Matthis signed his ballot envelope as 
witnesses. According to Matthis and Croom, Michael Register signed his ballot return envelope in the 
front yard of his residence, dated his form 10/01/2016, and Croom and Matthis signed as witnesses. 

After providing the above information, Matthis and Croom were confronted by the interviewing officials 
with information that Michael Register was not physically in the state of North Carolina at the time they 
claim he signed his forms and therefore could not have signed his request form or ballot container 
envelope as described by Matthis and Croom. The interviewing officials did not reveal where Michael 
Register was residing at that time, but noted that Michael's ballot request form showed a "mailing 
address" that is known to be the residence address of Croom and Matthis. They were asked why 
Michael Register would request his ballot to be sent to their residence. 

Matthis responded that Michael Register was out of state working in Ohio at the time the documents 
were filled out and signed, and he would not be returning to North Carolina until late October, Matthis 
stated that he (Matthis) completed and signed Michael's name on a new voter registration form, an 
absentee ballot request form, and also voted his ballot for him, Matthis and Croom thereafter signed 
the ballot envelope as if they had witnessed Michael sigh it, However, Matthis and Croom stated they 
did so with Michael's full knowledge and consent, and voted Michael's ballot per his wishes. Matthis 
advised that he, Croom, and Michael Register are all friends in spite of Croom's previous relationship 
with Michael, in an effort to sign up more voters, Matthis texted Michael to ask if he would like to vote 
absentee. Michael replied that he would and gave permission in text messages for Matthis to obtain an 
absentee ballot which would be mailed to Matthis and Croom's residence address. Matthis stated that 
he stij! had the text messages between himself and Michael saved on his cellphone. (Investigators 
Note: Matthislater produced the above referenced text messages, which appeared to corroborate 
Matthis' statement concerning Michael Register. It was noted that in the process of giving consent, 
Michael furnished Matthis with identity information necessary for Matthis to complete Michael's forms. 
This included Michael's date of birth and social security numbers, both of which were furnished in a text 
message from Michael to Matthis.] 

Matthis and Croom were informed that it is against North Carolina election laws to sign a voter's name 
on registration forms, ballot request forms, and to execute a ballot and sign a voter's name on the ballot 
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container envelope and that having the voter's consent, if that occurred, would still not make it legal for 
them to do so. They were further Informed that falsely signing the witness signature lines on the ballot 
container was also illegal. 

Matthis and Croom were then confronted with information in a complaint that was submitted to the 
Bladen County Board of Elections by Heather Register in an email dated 11/09/2016. In that email, Mrs. 
Register stated the following: 

"We had a couple of my son's friends stop by asking if we wanted to do an absentee ballot back in late 
September/early October, They said the ballot would come to our house and we could fill it out and 
send it in without havingto goto the polls. We nevergotthe ballots. When I went to vote last night 
they told me that I had already voted, they had received my, my sons (sic), and my husband's absentee 
ballots on October 6 th . They did not allow us to vote. We never got the ballots nor fille d them out. We 
Bladen County. Our address My Husband's 

name is Timothy S. Register and my sons (sic) name is Michael B. Register/' 

The above email was signed by Heather Register, Food Safety Coordinator, Jackson Farming Company, 



Matthis and Croom were informed that that all three Register's had been interviewed and that all three 
stated that the signatures on the ballot container envelopes were not theirs and that they had not voted 
any absentee ballots. 

At the above point In the interview, Matthis responded that he wished to clear up some things he and 
Croom had said. He stated that he and Croom had "wasted your (the investigator's) time" and that th ey 
had been providing "half-truths/' Matthis stated that he stood by his statement that Michael Register 
knew and consented to Croom and himself obtaining an absentee ballot and voting it on his behalf. 
However, he explained that his and Croom's motivation for doing so was that he and Croom were in fact 
being paid by Dowless to obtain both ballot request forms and the completed ballots, both of which 
they were required to bring to Dowless in order to get paid. Dowless paid them half of the money due 
to them, $112.50, for every 20 absentee request forms they brought to him and the remaining $112.50 
when they produced the signed and sealed ballot container.envelopes. Dowless instructed them to 
push certain candidates when meeting with the voters and provided Croom and Matthis with a "sample 
ballot" upon which be marked certain candidates that he wished to be "pushed" including: Donald J. 
Trump, Pat:McCrory, Ray Britt, Ashley Trivette, Douglass B. Sasser, W. Richard Cox, C. Ashley Gore,Jason 
C. Disbrow, Scott L. Ussery, and McCrae Dowless. Matthis.provided the interviewing officials with the 
original copy of the sample ballot provided to himself and Cr oom by Dowless. He stated that Dowless 
indicated he should use it to remember which candidates to "push" but should not show itto the voters. 
(investigator's Note : Ashley Trivette's name was handwritten on the sample ballot According to 
Matthis, Dowless wrote that name in since it was not printed on the sample ballot.] 

According to Mathis, Dowless required Matthis and Croom to show him both the request forms and the 
ballots they had produced before he Would pay them any money. Dowless would question them when 
they brought the ballots to him as to whether the person had voted forthe candidates Dowless was 
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pushing and Matthiswould say they had. Dowless told Mathis and Groom not to let anyone know that 
they were being paid based on the number of ballots they turned in or that they were giving the ballots 
to Dowless. Matthis believed that Dowless was being paid to "do the same" by someone. He also 
recalled that the first time he and Croom were paid that Dowless paid the full amount for the ballot 
requests without having received the corresponding ballots. However, after that one time, Dowless told 
Matthis and Croom that he would only pay half when they brought the requests and would hold the 
remainder of their pay until they brought the ballots to him. Matthis recalled that Dowless made this 
change after referring to a "meeting" that he had attended. Matthis speculated that Dowlesswas told 
to operate in that manner by other members of Patriots for Progress. 

Matthis continued his above explanation of the Register ballots as follows: 


Matthis stated that Heather and Timothy Register were out oftown when their ballots arrived at their 
residence. Matthis made a few unsuccessful attempts to reach them in an effort to collect their ballots 
arid return them as part of a group to Dowless. When his efforts to reach them failed, he contacted 
another one of the Register's sons, Timothy Register Jr., and asked if the ballots had arrived at their 
residence. According to Matthis, Timothy Register Jr. stated they had arrived but that his parents were 
still out oftown. Matthis asked Timothy if he could go by and pick up the ballots and Timothy agreed. 
Matthis picked up the baliots at the Register's house While Croom waited in their car. They brought 
them back to their residence so that he and Croqm could include them in a stack of ballots they were 
delivering to Dowless. Matthis stated that he signed Heather Register's name and Timothy Register's 
name to each of their ballots. Both he and Croom signed the ballots as if they had witnessed the 
Registers sign their ballots. 

Matthis stated that the Registers had not voted their ballots at the time he went to their residence. 
Matthis likewise did not vote their ballots but instead put them inside the ballot container envelopes 
without marking any votes under the mistaken belief that they would not be counted by the BOE if they 
were blank and that the Registers would still be able to vote. [Investigator's Note: Examination of the 
Registers' absentee ballots has corroborated Matthis' statement that their ballots were not marked. 
However, their ballots were nonetheless counted as having voted by the county BOE and therefore they 
were not eligible to vote again.] 


Matthis stated that he and Croom were trying to gather as many ballots as they could to have enough to 
turn into Dowless so that they could get paid and they wanted to be able to turn the Register's ballots in 
as a part of a stack of ballots. He advised that Dowless did not know that Matthis had executed Michael 
Register's ballot or submitted blank ballots for Heather and Timothy Register. Matthis said that he and 
Croom felt pressure to submit as many ballots as they could so they could get paid by Dowless. In doing 
so, they did not share Dowless' concern as to how the voters voted. Although they were told to push 
certain candidate's by Dowless, Matthis stated he did not typically follow that instruction and while he 
made suggestions, he let people vote for whoeverthey chose. Matthis and Croom did not look at the 
ballots before turning them into Dowless and did not know if Dowless opened the envelopes to see how 
people voted. Matthis commented that since Dowless knew most people in the community and would 
also recognize neighborhoods by the street address indicated, he would have the ability to guess how 
the person voted based upon those two factors. Matthis noted that Dowiess told them to avoid 
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African-American neighborhoods when they were soliciting voters because those voters would terid to 
vote for Democratic candidates. 

Matthis and Groom were advised by the interviewing officials that the Bladen County 80E also received 
a complaint regarding an absentee ballot issue involving voter, Linda Johnson-Baldwin, in which Matthis 
and Groom's names were listed as witnesses on Baldwin's ballot Matthis confirmed that he contacted 
Baldwin at her residence at which time she agreed to fill out request forms for herself, her two sons, and 
her daughter. Matthis explained to Baldwin that be was being paid to sign people up to vote by 
absentee ballot and she was "willing to help him out." Groom was with Matthis but waited in the car 
while he spoke with Baldwin. Matthis did not disclose who his employer was to Baldwin. Matthis and 
Croom turned Baldwin's ballot request forms in with others to Dowless and waited for the ballots to 
arrive at Baldwin's house. When Matthis went back to pick up the voted ballots, Croom once again 
waited in the car. Baldwin informed Matthis that she had not had time to vote yet. When he went 
backa second time, Baldwin's twosons were present However, he recalled that because they work for 
the Fire Department, they had to leave before completing their ballots. Matthis recalled that Baldwin 
consequently voted, and may have signed, all three ballots, including her sons. Matthis recalled that 
Baldwin informed him that her daughter was not registered in North Carolina, and as such, no ballot was 
sent by the BOE. At Matthis' request, Baldwin gave the signed ballots to Matthis so that he could get 
credit for them from his employer. However, she insisted that Mathis return the ballots to her to put in 
the mail. Matthis and Croom thereafter delivered Baldwin's ballots to Dowless along with others, but he 
told Dowless that he needed to return Baldwin's ballots to her. Matthis stated that Dowless always 
kept the ballots unless the voter asked for theirs back. According to Matthis, that weekend, his mother 
was in a serious car accident and he was unable to bring Baldwin's ballots back to her because he Was 
assisting his mother with her injuries. Matthis ended up keeping Baldwin's ballots for three or four days 
beyond what he planned. Matthis ultimately met Baldwin and her husband in their driveway as they 
were leaving to go somewhere. He gave her back her ballots along with a written apology for taking so 
long to return them. Investigator's Note: In her complaint, Baldwin identified the young man who 
approached her about the ballots as "Josh," During an interview on 11/15/2016, Baldwin admitted that 
"Josh" was really Matthew Matthis and that she concealed his identity in her complaint to protect him 
from getting into any trouble, Baldwin provided the original apology note she received from "Josh" to 
investigators. The note was unsigned. 

Matthis stated that a few weeks after meeting with Baldwin, Dowless telephonically contacted Matthis 
on Matthis'cellphone number, which ismflH^to inform Matthis and Croom that he (Dowless) 
had received a telephonic inquiry from investigators with the State Board of Elections (SBE) in Raleigh, 
NC, Dowless told Matthis and Croom that the investigators were asking questions about Baldwin's 
absentee request and ballots based upon a complaint that Baldwin had made. A review of Baldwin's 
paperwork showed Croom and Matthis were witnesses to Baldwin's absentee ballot and the 
investigators had connected Croom to Dowless. According to Matthis, Dowless was calling to warn , 
them that an "investigation was coming." Dowless instructed Croom and Matthis to meet him in person 
at his office in Dublin. At that meeting, Dowless instructed them as to what they should say to the 
investigators. Matthis offered information to Dowless that Baldwin may have signed and voted her 
son's ballots. Dowless used that information to construct a story that Matthis had brought the ballots to 
him in order to show him the wrongdoing by Baldwin and that Croom and Matthis had seen that 
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violation occur. Dowiess further instructed Matthis to tell the SBE investigators that as soon as Dowless 
was informed of what Baldwin had done, he told Croom and Matthis to get the ballots back to Baldwin 
because he did not want anything to do with them. He ended the conversation by telling Croom and 
Matthis, "If you s.ay that you'll be alright" and that they needed to "remember what to say." 

fInvestigator's Mote: Matthis stated that it was fairly common for Dowless to avoid having telephone 
conversations in favor of meeting in person, possibly out of concern that he would be recorded. 

Matthis and Croom had no other way of knowing that SBE investigators had teJephonicaliy contacted 
Dowless other than learning of that contact from Dowless. Interestingly,,in that conversation with SBE 
investigators, Dowless was asked for a contact number for Croom. He responded that he did not have a 
number on hand but would try to find Groom's number to give to Investigator Marshall Tutor. Dowless 
re-contacted Investigator Tutor over the following days to tell him he was still looking for t he number 
for Croom. The number that Dowless used to contact Croom and Matthis^|^^i^|was well 
known to Dowless and was used by Dowless each time he.contacted Croom and Matthis. That number 
corresponds to a cellphone that Matthis and Croo m share and which belongs to and is paid for by 
Matthis' mother, Georgie McCoy, Dowless never provided any contact number to 

Investigator Tutor. It is also significant that during his protest hearing before the SBE Board on 
Decembers, 2016, Dowless minimized Matthis' role, insisting that Croom was the person who worked 
for him, and he stated that he did not know who "Josh" was in reference to Baldwin's complaint.] 

Matthis and Croom both advised that Dowless' story was completely false. They had not singled out 
Baldwin's ballots to show Dowless any wrongdoing, but rather had delivered the ballots to him in a stack 
of approximately 20 others. The only thing unique aboutthat delivery at that time was that since 
Baldwin had asked to mail her ballots herself, Matthis and Croom needed Dowless to give Baldwin's 
back after he counted all of the ballots and gave them credit for what they delivered. 

Matthis recalled that Dowless told him he attended meetings with others involved in Patriots for 
Progress. On one occasion when Matthis and Croom were at Dowiess' office, Dowless introduced them 
to a white, female individual who he stated was the "head" of Patriots for Progress. Matthis and Croom 
described her as being approximately 5'5" tall, slender, with long dark hair. Dowless commented that 
she was there to "take care of stats.” 

Matthis advised that Dowless would typically contact Croom and Matthis by cellphone. He never used 
voice mail, which Matthis does not have activated on his phone. Dowless would use text messaging, 
and Matthis stated he had saved several of Dowless' text messages on his phone. Dowless' cellphone 
number wasHHHH One of the messages from Dowiess that Matthis saved Was a message sent 
by Dowless on 09/15/2016, in which Dowless asked Croom and Mathis to go to an address where the 
voters had been contacted by "Kelly” and pick up their ballots. The address they were being sentto was 
90 Pearl Lloyd Road in White Oak, NC. Croom and Matthis opted not to go there because they did not 
know the people who lived there and they felt it might not be safe. Croom and Mathis described "Kelly" 
as a white, female, slender build, who is approximately 5'8" tall. 

Matthis and Croom advised that they regretted their conduct in relation to the Register ballots, but 
offered that they were not trying to steal the Register's votes, but ratherthey wanted to add their 
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ballots to the stack to get paid. Each provided a signed statement concerning their involvement with 
Dowless. They advised that they were would cooperate with the investigators and make a telephone 
call to Dowless if asked to do so. 

During the afternoon of 11/16/2016, Matthis advised the investigators that he had received some calls 
from Dowless 7 number on his cellphone. As previously stated, Matthis does not have voice mail set up 
on his phone and Dowless could not leave a message. 

On 11/16/2016, in the presence of the investigating officials Matthis returned Dowless' call. The return 
call was recorded by investigators. In the call, Dowless appeared to be very cautious and when asked by 
Matthis why he had called, did not seem to have a reason. During the call, Matthis told Dowless that he 
had received a call from an unknown "919" number. Dowless immediately suggested that it was 
probably the SBE investigators who had previously called Dowless. Dowless went on to repeat the story 
concerning Baldwin that he had previously provided to Croom and Matthis and when asked by Matthis 
as to what he should say about the other ballots he stated he did not know what Matthis was talking 
about. Dowless continually steered the conversation back to the Baldwin complaint and repeated 
several times that the only service Dowless paid Croom and Mathis for was "forthe request forms." It 
was noted that Dowless claimed to have reported his knowledge of Baldwin's actions to Cynthia Shaw at 
the Bladen County Board of Elections after learning about them from Matthis. Dowless also admitted 
that he received a call from SBE investigators asking about Croom and telling him that they "wanted to 
speak talk to Caitlyn." Dowless stated that he, Croom, and Matthis had not done anything wrong and 
there was "nothing going on." When pushed by Matthis regarding the other ballots he and Croom 
brought to Dowless, he abruptly ended the call by saying he had a call coming in. 

Following the above call, Matthis and Croom were asked to comment on what Dowless had said and 
summarize their dealings with Dpwless. Croom stated that Dowless’ assertion that he paid them an 
"average of $20.00 per day" was incorrect since they would bring him at least two "batches" of request 
forms and/or ballots per week. Matthis added that they brought in at least $300.00 a week. Croom 
stated that Dowless did not provide her with receipts until after the Baldwin complaint had surfaced and 
that the receipts did not reflectthe true amounts that Dowless had paid. 

Concerning wrongdoing by Baldwin, Matthis stated he is 100% certain that Baldwin signed the request 
forms for her family members by signing their names on the form. He recalled telling her that she could 
sign for them using her own name on the right side of the request form. However, Baldwin stated she 
could sign their names and that Matthis should just turn his head away while she did so. [Investigator's 
Note : Baldwin never sent the absentee ballots for herself and her family into the BOE.j 

Matthis and Croom stated that the wrongdoing by Baldwin was not the reason they originally brought 
her ballots to Dowless and that Dowless had no knowledge of any wrongdoing until Matthis informed 
him subsequent to Baldwin filing her complaint with the Bladen County BOE. Matthis and Croom stated 
that Dowless knew that he was paying both of them to bring ballots to him as proof that the voter had 
followed through with the absentee ballot request. 
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The above referenced signed statements from Matthis and Groom are attached and made a part hereto, 
as is a copy of the sample ballot given to Matthis by Dowless. 

2016'141/Active 
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Official Ballot 

Bladen County, North Carolina 
November 8, 2016 


G004 


. - L ,, , BALLOT MARKING INSTRUCTIONS:' 

A. With the marking device provided or a black ball poir.t pen, completely fill in the oval 
to the left of each candidate or selection of your choice as shown, 

B. Where authorized, you may write in a candidate by filling in the oval and writing the 
name on the Write-in line, 

C. If you tear, deface or w rongly mark this ballot, return it to request a reolacement. 



PARTISAN OFFICES 


B 

A 

L 

L 

0 

T 


President and Vice President 
of the United States 

(You may vote for ONE) 


O 


O 


cz> 


Donald J. Trump 
Michael R. Pence 

Republican 

Hillary Clinton 
Tim Kaine 

Democrat 

Gary Johnson 
William Weld 

libertarian 


Write-In 


US Senate 

(You mayvoteforONE) 


< n~e Richard Burr 

Republican 

Deborah K, Ross 

Democrat 

cO Sean Haugh 

_Libertarian 


US House of Representatives 
District 9 

(You may vote for ONE} 


o Robert Pittenger 

Republican 

Christian Cano 

Democrat 


NC Governor 

(You may vote tor ONE) 


Pat McCrory 

Republican 

o Roy Cooper 

Democrat 

Lon Cecil 

_Libertarian_ 


NC Lieutenant Governor 

(You may vote for ONE) 


CT> Dan Forest 

Republican 

<0> Linda Coleman 

Democrat 

c~> Jack! Cole 

'* Libertarian 


NC Attorney General 

(You may vote for ONE) 


CZd Buck Newton 

Republican 

CD Josh Stein 

_Democrat_ 


NC Auditor 

(You may vote for ONE) 


CZD ChuckStuber 

Rapubltcaa 

<0> Beih A. Wood 

Darriocrat 


NC Commissioner of Agriculture 

(You mayvoteforONE) 


CO Steve Troxier 

Republican 

<—> Walter Smith 

_Democrat 


NC Commissioner of Insurance 

(You may vote for ONE) 


Mike Causey 

Republican 

co Wayne Goodwin 

_Pern ocrat_ 


NC Commissioner of Labor 

(You mayvoteforONE) 


ce> Cherie Berry 

RapubDcan 

Charles Meeker 

Democrat 


NC Treasurer 

(You mayvoteforONE) 


0 > Dale R. Folwell 

Republican 

0 > Dan Blue III 

_Democrat_. 


NC State Senate 

Districts 

(You may vote lor ONE) 


<0> Bill Rabon 

_ Rop Lib II can 


NC House of Representatives 
District 22 

(You may Vote for ONE) 


c~? William Brisson 

_Damp oral _ 


Board of Commissioners 
Countywide 

(Yog may vote for ONE) 


C3 




<o 


Q 


d> 


Ray Britt 

Republican 

David Gooden 

Republican 

Pamela Benton 

Damocrat 

G. Michael Cogdell 

Democrat 

James G. (Jimmie) Smith 

Democrat 

Randy Crow 

Libertarian _ : 


o 


NC Secretary of State 

(You may vote for ONE) 




CD 


Michael LaPaglia 

Republican 

Elaine Marshall 

Democrat_ 


NC Superintendent of 
Public instruction 

(You may vote for ONE) 


C 3 Mark Johnson 

Republican 

C 3 June Atkinson 

Democrat 


Typ:01 Seq;0004 Spl:01 


North Carolina 


Board of Commissioners 

: > District 1 : • 

(You may vote for ONE) 


C3 Ophelia Muitn-Goins 

_ Damocrat _ 


Board of Education 
District 1 

(You may vote for ONE) 


cz> '^GtenrrCrMcKoy- 
Democr&t 



Continue voting 
next side 


GQ0O4 


& 


- VOTE BOTH SIDES 
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M5 iRIiliHSEM 


NC Supreme Court 
' Associate Justice 

,v (You may vote forONE) 

35 Michael R, (Mike) Morgan 
<35 Robert H. (Bob) Edmunds 

NC Court of Appeals Judge 

(You may vote tor ONE) 

05 Phil Berger, Jr. 

Republican 

05 Linda Stephens 

Demoorai __ 

NC Court of Appeals Judge 

(You may vote for ONE) 

05 Hunter Murphy 

Republican 

05 Margaret Eagles 

Democrat 

05 Donald Ray Buie 

__ _ Unaffllated _ 

NC Court of Appeals Judge 

(You may vote lor ONE) 


NC District Court Judge 
District 13 

(You may vote for ONE' 

hr C. Ashley Gore 

NC District Court Judge 
District 13 

(You may vote for ONE) 


^ Jason C. Disbrow 

NC District Court Judge 
District 13 

(You may vote for ONE) 

h Scott L Ussery 


Soil and Water Conservation 
District Supervisor 

(You may vote for ONE) 

McGrae Dowless 

35 _ 


C5 

35 

Bob Hunter 

Republican 

Abe Jones 

Democrat 

NC Court of Appeals Judge 

(You may vole for ONE) 

35 

Richard Dietz 

Republican 

35 

Vince Rozier 

Democrat 

5 NC 

Court of Appeals Judge 

• (You may voio for ONE)-’ I - 

35 

Valerie Zachary 

Republican 

35 

Rickye McKoy-Mitcheil 

Democrat 


Bladen County 
Local Sales and Use Tax 


Local sales and use tax at the rate 
of one-quarter percent (0.25%) in 
addition to all other State and 
local sales and use taxes, 


C5 For 
35 Against 


End of Ballot 


NC Superior Court Judge 
District 13A 

(You may vote for ONE) 

35 Chris Livingston 

Douglas B. Sasser 

NC District Court Judge 
District 13 

(You may vote for ONE) 

35 Pauline Nankins 
® W. Richard Cox 


0 % W 

. A . . It v 


Typ:01 Seq;OCO4Spl:01 


North Carolina; 

VOTE BOTH SIDES 
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NCSBE Report of investigation 


Case Number: 2016-141 
investigators): Joan Fieming/Marshall Tutor 

Document: Supplement to interview of Caftlyn Groom and Matthew Matthis, 11/16/2016 

Countyfs): Bladen County 

Subjects): Patriots for Progress JE PAC 

Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud -11/08/2016 General Election; 

On 11/16/2016, Caltlyn Groom DOB^^/1996, and Matthew Matthis, DOB^^/1994, residingat 

were interviewed by NCSBE investigators Joan 
Fleming and Marshall Tutor concerning an election investigation. (Full text of that interview is contained 
in a separate report.) 

Asa result of the information Matthis provided in the above referenced interview, Matthis provided 
access to hfs and Croom's shared cellphone. He displayed text messages residing on his cellphone 
associated with IMeCrae Dowless and Michael Register which he stated were associated with his work 
for Dowless in soliciting absentee voters. 

The writer took photographs of the text messages displayed, copies of which are attached to this report. 
The original photographs are maintained in the case fie. 

2016-141/Active 


1 











90 pearl lloyd rd 
white oak this is 
address 

12:42 PM _ 


Okay thanks 

rememberer 


12:42 PM 






Thu, 09/15/2016 


09/22/2016 




won we would Q£t ^ 


nv.‘ jjv ’ ^ ’’••4u* V 

W«st asking if you were 

SS-»4Wb roteasi,b3d 

i oke 6:25 PM 


j ll.wffalpi W<“* f f»v | ^ 3. • • • • i,v 

Hey mccrae. that weird number 
was the investigators. 1 hey 
Sled me again today. They want 
to meet with me in the morning, 
im scared and I don’t «mennber 
half of what we are 5U PP°“ d 
say I’ve never been investigated 

for anything 





rit hro. 1 ^ an ” lx 
ist need ur bdav 
4 of ur ssn to 

r registered to 

,t up there? 

4 46 PM 







isofur 
' date ? 

timmy 
3 fill one 


Whaf * tn ® w 
soc>ol 5eC norn 
Of birth .. 9 

or mom and ur 

out too tol 


I heard austm 
with U 


I tried getting jay 
he's too young 














Fleming, Joan 
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From: 

Sent 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Cynthia Shaw <sled.ions@bladenco.org > 

Thursday, November 17,2016 3:04 PM 

Fleming, Joan 

FW: Election Protest 

ElectionProtestFofm Bladen Co Soil Water - Signed Amdtpdf 


Per your request! 

From: Steve Roberts [maiJto,sroberts@hvjt:lavv] 

Sent: Thursday, November 17,2016 9:04 AM 
To: elections@bl 3 denco. 0 rg 
Subject: Election Protest 

Attn: Director Cynthia Shaw - 

Please find attached an amendment to the election protest filed with your office concerning the Genera! Election heid in 
Bladen County', North Carolina on November 8, 2016. The amendment corrects the protestors name and adds in the 
forensic document analysis previously submitted with your office. 

Sincerely, Steve Roberts 


Steve Roberts 
sroberts@hvit.law 

Holtzman Vogel Josefiak TorchinskyPLIC 

45 North Hill Drive, Suite 100 

Warrenton, VA 20185 

C: 202.294.1613 

0:540.341,3808 

F: 540.341,8809 

Admitted in Virginia and D C. 


PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL 

This communication anc any accompanying documents are confidential and privileged. They are intended for the sole use of the addressee; If you 
receive this transmission in error, you are advised thatanydiscfosure. copying, distribution, -or the taking of any action in reliance upon this'.communication 
is strictly prohibited. Moreover, any such disclosure shah not compromise or waive the attorney-orient, accountant-client, or other privileges as to this 
communication or otherwise. If you have received this communication in error, please contact me a! the shove email address.. Thank you. 

DISCLAIMER 

Any accounting, business or tax advice contained iri this cornmuflicaltor,, including attachments and enclosures, as. riot intended as a thorough, in-depth 
analysis of specific issues, nor a substitute for a formal opinion, nor is.it sufficient to avoid tax-rel a led penalties., if desired, Hoitzman Vogel JOsefiak. PLLC 
would be pleased to perform the. requisite research and providey6.tr wtitti s detailed written analysis. Such an engagement may be the subject of a separate 
engagement letter that would define the scope and limits of the desired consultation services. 


Pursuant to North Carolina General Statutes Chapter 132, Public Records, this electronic mail message and any 


1 



attachments hereto, as well as any electrorEi}&hli foJt 2^ t2t-rlay be sent in resplnl^o 
considered public record and as such are subject to request and review by third parties. 


if 


( 


f 

( 
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ELECTION PROTEST 

Use ofthis form is required by G.S. 163-182.9(c) 

This toim must be filed with the counly board of elections withir. the timeframes set out in G.S. 163-182.9 
(b)C4). Please print or type your answers. Feel free to use and attach additional sheets if needed to tally answer the 
questions below. You may also attach relevant exhibits and documents. Please number the pages of such additional 
sheets and attachments. 

1. Full name and mailing address of person filing the protest. 

Leslie McCrae Dowless Jr. 

P.O. Box 253 
Elizabethtown, NC 28337 


2. Home and business phone number, fax number, and e-mail address. 

Home/Business Phone: 910-885-1121 
Email: Mccrae.Dowless@mail.com 


3. Are you either a candidate or registered voter eligible to vote in the protested election? 
If a candidate, for what office? 

Registered voter eligible to vote in tin's election in Bladen County. 

Candidate for Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor. 


4. List the date, location, and exact nature of the election protested. Name a!! candidates in the election and the 
number of votes each received. Note the winning candidate(s) elected or nominated. 

November 8,2016, Bladen County, Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor. 

Candidates: McCrae Dowless (Winner), 7,744 votes; Write-in Candidates including Franklin Graham, 3,743 votes. 
Additionally, all other candidates on the bailor in this November 8, 2016 Genera! Election in 31adeti County. 


5. Does this protest involve an alleged enor in vote count or tabulation? If so, please, explain in detail. 
No. 


6. Does this protest involve an irregularity or misconduct not described in number 5 above? If so, please give a 
detailed description of such misconduct or irregularity and name those who committed such action. 

Yes. The voters, of Bladen County, North Carolina, appear to be the Victims of a massive scheme to run an absentee 
ballot mil! involving hundreds of bailors, perpetrated by and through the. Bladen County Improvement Association 
PAC. 

Upon in-person visual review ofmaii-in absentee ballots hy a forensic handwriting expert, it appears that literally 
hundreds of fraudulent ballots were cast. These ballots all appear to have been cast in support of a ticket of 
candidates, but in particular for a write-in candidate for the Bladen County Soil and Water Conservation District 
Supervisor. Despite the unusually large number of ballots cast for a particular write-in candidate named Franklin 
Graham, it appears that out of the hundreds of ballots reviewed that voted for Mr. Graham, the handwriting on 
hundreds of those ballots matches only about a dozen handwriting styles. 
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In particular, one very active absentee bailor Avitness.” Deborah Monroe, who was apparently personally validating 
validated at least 67 mail-in absentee ballots, appears to have written in “Franklin Graham” as a write-in candidate at 
least 71 times, In further shocking evidence of this scheme, the Bladen County Improvement Association PAC filed 
reports with the North Carolina State Board of Elections admitting they that it paid Ms. Monroe multiple payments 
totaling S550 for “G.O.T.V ” See Attachment .at 8, 23,47. 

Other payments which are disclosed on Bladen County Improvement Association PAC contribution reports include 
the fallowing: 

Mary Johnson, witness for 74 ballots, £450; 

Lola Wooten, witness for 58 ballots, $500; 

Deborah Cogdell, witness for 45 ballots (including both witnesses on I ballot), S300; and 
Bridgette Keaton, witness for 16 ballots, £630- 

While the Bladen County Improvement Association PAC has many funders, its single largest funder is the North 
Carolina Democratic Party, supporting the organization with a $2:500 contribution. See Attachment at 7. Not only 
was the Democratic Party itself an active supporter of this organization, a number of Democratic campaigns for 
North Carolina state office made .financial contributions to the PAC. These include the Michael Morgan. Committee 
contributing $1,500, backing the . recently-elected Democrat North Carolina Supreme Court Justice; the Committee 
to Elect Dan Blue III contributing $1,000, backing the unsuccessful Democratic nominee for North Carolina 
Treasurer; the Committee to Elect Robert Wilson contributing $1,000, backing the unsuccessful candidate for the 
Democratic nomination for Lieutenant Governor, and the Committee to Elect Judge Vince Rooer, contributing. 
$250, backing the unsuccessful Democratic nominee for North Carolina Court of Appeals. 

Several otherbatch.es c>f mail-in absentee ballots of between 5 and 15 have handwriting samples that appear to 
match. 

These are not simply helpful individuals who have attempted to assist a large swath of Bladen County’s voters to 
cast their ballots. This is the shocking evidence resulting from a blatant scheme to try to impact the voting results of 
an entire county and perhaps even sway statewide and federal elections. Th is is clear from the fact that only a very 
few of the voter assistance sections of these mailed-in absentee; ballots have-been completed, despite being' 
completed by just a few individuals. 

Therefore, it appears that a surprisingly small number of individuals were responsible for casting a yery large 
number of ballots. Few of these ballots were properly indicated as having been completed with assistance by a third 
party. 

I will also be submitting a report from a Forensic Document Examiner that details much of the handwriting analysis 
outline above. That will be.submitted under separate cover as soon as the report is completed. 


1 . Plfease- set out .all election' laws or regulations; that you allege were violated in your responses to 5 or 6 
above; State how each violation occurred. Please provide the names, .addresses, and phone ,n umbers o f those who 
you allege committed such violations. 

N.C. Gen. Stat. fj 163-226.3(a)(I) ; 

NIC. Gen. Stat. § 163.226.3(a)(2) 

N.C. Geii. Stat. § 163-226.3(a)(3) 

N.C. Q'en. Stat. g, 163-226.3(a)(7.) 

N.C. Gen. Stat. §163-237 
N.C. Gen. Stat § .165-275(4) 
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Additionally, the perpetrators violated numerous federal laws dealing with die open and fair conduct of elections, 
including 18 U.S.C. § 1341 as defined by 18 U.S1C. § 1346. 


S. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of any witnesses to ar.y misconduct alleged fcy you id 
this protest, and specify what each witness listed-saw or knows. 

James Brian Hehl, Bladen Co.unty'Board of Elections 
301 S Sypress St. 

Elizabethtown, NC 28337 
910-862-6951 

Details described in the Attachment to this Protest at 1, 

Jerol Kivet 
PO Box 590 
Clinton NC 28329 

Personally viewed sample of the mail-in absentee ballots and can corroborate their authenticity and details regarding 
the review of those ballots. 


Charlotte Ware 
2161 Soiithridge Drive 
Belmont, NC 28012 
704-350-7992 

Evaluated. a sample of the mail-in absentee ballots, with a full report to follow this complaint. 


9. What action do you desire the co unty board of elections to take in this matter? 

The Bladen County Board of Elections must invalidate all ballots for any ofScc whatsoever deemed to be 
fraudulently prepared and cast as described herein. In particular, any cf the mail in absentee ballots which have been, 
traced to thisfrauditlent scheme most be immediately invalidated as they are notable to be cured. 


!0. Do you contend the allegations set out by you are sufficient to have affected or cast doubt upon the results of the 
protested election? If your answer is yes, please state the tactual basis for your opinion. 

Yes. The described allegations clearly demonstrate a pattern of fraudulent ballots east for the election held on 
November 8, 2016 in Bladen County. The fraud appears to have been intended to Influence, in part, the outcome of 
the Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor’s rice, however a ballot deemed fraudulent must similarly not 
be counted for any office voted. 


11. Have you read and reviewed the North Carolina law pertaining to election protests as set out in G.S. 163-182.9 
through. G.S- 163-182:14 and current North Carolina State Board of Elections regulations pertaining to election 
protests? 


Yss. 


12. How many pages of additional answer are. attached to this protest? 0 
How many pages of attachments, ate attached? 49 


£ 

Siznamre ofJ?rotes:ot 








bf/'jTf’/ 


■J 
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Date/Time Filed with County Board 


(to be filled out by the county board) 


NOTE: The county board must provide the State Board with a complete copy of a filed protest within one business 
day after it is filed. In addition, the county board shall provide a copy of the election audit hvith this copy of the 
protest 

Please direct any questions to your county board of elections or the North Carolina State Board of Elections, PQ 
Box 27255, Raleigh, NC 27611-7255, (919) 733-7173. 



Exhibit 2.2.2.1 


119 of 278 


Brian Heh) 

PO Box 592 
Dublin NC 28332 
910-876-1579 

2 November 2016 

Joan Fleming 
NCSBOE 

Re: Absentee Ballot irregularities 


Dear Mrs. Fleming: 

At your direction from the previous email in regards to a bsentee ballot irregularities; we 
reviewed those ballots and envelopes, and separated them to be photocopied. Due to a possible missed 
baltpt and or vote, the absentee machine was ceroed and all absentees from 10-18-16 were processed 
through the voting machine again. While Chairman Luclum and Secretary Daniel ran the ballots 
through; Director Shaw and I separated out the envelopes nor those that had write-in votes. We did this 
by matching the ballots from the outs tack bin to the envelopes, after [udlum and Daniels put them 
through the machine. We were in direct view of both operations so that all members could see both 
processes for oversight. During that separation, there were several handwriting patterns that were 
overtly similar. Furthermore, those bandwriting patterns were specific to certain names on the 
envelopes. By the end of the sorting process, 1 could determine the name on the envelope with a very 
high degree of accuracy, just by seeing the handwriting on The ballot. Of these names, two stood out. 
One is Patricia Cpgdelf, and the other is Deborah Monroe. I sm in no way a handwriting expert, but 
some of the characters in the handwriting on the ballots appear to be similar in morphology to her 
signature. With Deborah Monroe, her handwriting has a slant that looks to be written left handed. The 
tops of the letters lean towards the left, while the voters' signatures generally lean to the right. 
However, on the ballots, the write-in names lean similar to Monroe's signatures. After reviewing those 
ballots, 1 do not recall seeing 3ny of them with written documentation that they actually assisted the 
voters, only tha t they witnessed the voters filling in the ballots. We have not done any other ballots due 
to thetlme consuming process on 1 November, 2016. We, as a board have agreed to finish the 
absentee ballots on Monday before the election. At that time, we ran, if you wish, look at more 
envelopes and ballots, but with the ones found on 1 November, 1 believe there are an overwhelming 
number of occurrences already, to review and investigate. If you have any questions whatsoever, please 
feel free to contact me. 


Sincerely: 



JamesBrian Heb I 

Member, Bladen County Board or Elections 
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15) Ltsan Repaymests 
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p) 
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uL 
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i /&>r&£ 
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ft 
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tDOfTfy VContAfT j^s^OifTrafi) (jf/tCj I^U-ODfl 
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TT Cocrf&cfiJed 1 


P>Egl>0M ft- MPdJfiOZ 
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Cd'JriZiL, (VC f 
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^^S^sS^d§SR®gg?j^J:Si 
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f^T S«e [] Maniopalkyr 



$ 


.. Biazjzoi^A ^^od ~ 


d.$EEY-. 


* JTdi Nsotae, Mrsling. !4<Jdrcss'iA'JPbqac - * £/• ; *C^r; 

(icsdgfcply,siaie^ &ap) > V.D'TtTT 



(z?, £>, f V' 

(^a=rvr . 


j)B6omi ft* ftloMpt 


|4§£y 
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Tj&X ‘ 
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$ 
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[T 1 Cottnty: 

0 Sale n McmtiaEty: 





(This fine ^CCi ir% fin IT / 3 fl erf^-Rjjf OJO-JIflO (/ OjlSTfZting 

(Tfrir £*e ^ £Wr f 36 t/lV/aM Pc^c CRO-JIJO if CtwirfS AT (sm&d&tsJFoliiictd Comm) 

(This tine g~pE5 utlinc I3c of Detailed Szizimtny pR£eCK0^f&VJ£C&#n&zcJ£^P#^^^>oid&Htt5^ 


‘t, z 1?, r? 


A.*-Media -' ..■• B*-Printing , "To Another Candidate 

E - Salaries ' F*G^- Poiiiicai Pffity ^ 

f ; --Posbgc.T-T/Tici J - Penalties - Dona tranto Legal Expense Fend 

O* Other. 

C.HO.lW} 


NC 5caio3o^rd ^ Ssc&cris 


December 2009 
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Disbursements 
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.NSqaer ■ -« : 
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el iZrA&EnriToiu/Vf/i'c zsa?7 
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_x 

x 
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%5V r 03 
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Disbursements 
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V^. 1 iv .‘J’cit; 

£3rcdcal U 


$& Stats n ’Mamctf^Eiyz 


■h OMz-r-t^- 


j £3jigjz/>iP $7j$PjP0 £?P^T> \rK 

whk&fa * V' 


Stell Name;MoSfefcg Address*& ;Fti©ae \ 1^/^. y. 
rit-J, bl£le> &;;dqp>) v tz -/,• J -•' a ,*’>' 




Mf#o& tfUfovs 
P O-Sop J 5Z(f~ 

ZLrzM&fiTo aJ/Vf tit -zmi 


fcff* ■. ..... 

LJ mteai FT C&UU 152 

0 Stete n temztapsfoy: 






$ 


t AerocntiCfcde *' v 





/f- 

Cj4B£t 

& 

ftfciOyl'ZPrf? $50rZ?t> 

tzjrfi _ 

.... , 

{ mmmrn 

-rn, 

% 




07ro Zw pw ua. £w 13a 0 /Dc^lziW Scmuiioj £3tO-JiW 

(7lfi fin< gory in fine IZbr nf LKrfaih'Z $irmxtarj Phgf CJWWTflfl \f Cirotr3> t» C'4*fftti*fr T^TcStscal fiwDn; 



\* - M^a- * 
E - Salaries 
fl - i i o3Iii(:r. 

• )* 0UK3-' ' 

‘■jfij&sS 

CRO-13JO 


.. B» - Tirntio" 

_ X*A 
?}$£% ',J - Penalties 


n8KR^&^VC/*s^I> - To Another C-zndiiate 

%'G ^Mtoi T^V . ., - - • —- 

l^Q* - Donation to Legal Expense Fuad 


NC State Boarf of SccdDos 


fte=t3dKi2J}Q9 




Exhibit 2.2.2.1 


147 of 278 


._ . r- Ama&BZBl 

Disbursements 4 m or ,U y« Lj': 

Use tills fona to report expenditures from Tbe commiaec for operating expenses, contribudoas to candfeiate/poliiical 
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Giant fCSse try 
Charlotte W. Ware 
Forensic Document Examiners 
[734)^60-7992 

email: dialotlaaide-sperrycorn 

Www.fie-spony.com 


FORENSIC LABORATORY REPORT 


November 15,2016 


Roger Knight, P.A. 

8510 Six Forks Rd. Ste. 102 
Raleigh, NC 27615 

Request dated: November 11,2016 
Lab Referral Number 16-1112 


RE: Forensic Document Examinations - onsite; Bladen County Board of Bections- 
Novemberl4 t 2016 


E XHIBIT S 

Envelopes Photocopies of approximately 275 voter envelopes containing voter signatures 
and witness signatures 

Ballots Photocopies of approximately 40C ballots containing write-in candidate by the 
name of “Franklin Graham' 1 


PROBLEM 


Determine wh ether the “Frankfin Graham" hantiwritten/hand printed entries on the ballots 
were written by one, or more than one writer. 

EXAMINATION FINDINGS 


The 'Frarikfin Graham' handwriting/ftand printing on the various ballots were examined, inter- 
compared and assessed for identification value. AN of the “Franklin Graham" handwritten 
entries were found to contain writing features and characteristics of value for identification 
purposes. 
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II 


Examinations and inter-comparisons between the ballots were conducted. Some of the 
“Franklin Graham’' writing was in cursive, and some was hand printed. The purpose of the 
forensic examinations and inter-comparisons was to assess the writing features and 
characteristics for similar and distinguishing features which would provide a basis for 
determining whether one, or more than one writerwrote the questioned "Franklin Graham" 
entries. 

Comparisons of the writing features and characteristics within the “Franklin Graham” entries 
on the respective ballots revealed distinctive similarities arid distinguishing differences which 
provided a basis for the ballots to be associated or grouped by writer. 

CONCLUSION 


There are indications many of the ‘Franklin Graham'entries were written by the same writer. 
Based on the distinctive similar and distinguishing writing features observed in the 'Franklin 
Graham’ entries examined, the ballots were grouped. There are indications the ballots within 
each Group referenced below was written by a single writer. 

Group 1: 71 ballots 

Group 2:46 ballots 

Group 3:18 ballots 

Group 4:10 ballots 

Groups: 11 ballots 

Group 6:6 ballots 

Group 7: 5 ballots 


REMARKS 

Time constraints, the large number of exhibits to be examined, and the feet that the ballots 
were not originals were limiting factors in the examination, if the ballots were examined in the 
proper setting, with ample time for examination and inter-comparisons, more conclusive 
results would be possible. Further, provided ample time for more detailed 
examinations/comparisons, a determination as to whether the remaining ‘Franklin Graham' 
writings (ballots) can be associated with existing or additional groups would be possible. 
Because of the existence cf handwritten and hand printed ‘Franklin Graham’ entries and the 
difficulty of inter-comparisons, rt is possible the ‘Franklin Graham’ entries in one or more 
groups may be the product of one writer. 

Comparable similar writing characteristics were noted between the writings within Group 1 
and the ‘witness’ Deborah Vlcnrce hand printed entries on the respective envelopes. 

Further examination of these documents would result in a more definitive finding. 
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LAB REPORT 16-1112 

111 


Examinations of the remaining Vitness’ related writings were not conducted due to time 
constraints. 


EVIDENCE DISPOSITION 


All photocopied baiiots and envelopes were retained by the Bladen County Board of 
Elections. No photographs were allowed to betaken and photocopies were not allowed to be 
made of the ballots. 


Reasons and Bases 


The referenced examinations and comparisons were conducted utilizing published standard 
methodologies as prescribed by ASTM international Standard E-2290 (or other) and by the 
Scientific Working Group for Forensic Document Examination (SWGDOC). 


The conclusions stated above generally adhere to published standard terminology as 
prescribed by ASTM International Standard E-1658 and by the SWGDOC standard entitled 
'Standard Terminology for Expressing Conclusions of Forensic Document Examiners. ’ 



Charlotte W. Ware 
Forensic Document Examiner 
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Cynthia Shaw 

From: 

Sant: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 



Cynthia Shaw <eIections@bi 3 denco.crg> 

Friday, November 13,2016 4:41 PM 

'Lawson, Joshua’; ’Strach,KIm '7 'Fleming, Joan'; ’marshaiI.tutor@ncrnail.net’ 

FW: Supplement to L MeCrae Dowiess protest 

Heather.Registerpdf 


Piease add to MeCrae Dowiess Protest in Bladen County. Just got it 

Cynthia P. Shaw 

Director 

Biaden county Director 


From: Gabriela Fallon [mai!to:gfalion@hvjt.!aw] 

Sent: Friday, November 18,2016 4:24 PM 
To: elections!® biadenco.oi^ 

Subject: Supplement to L. MeCrae Dowiess protest 

Good afternoon. 

Attached is an affidavit from Heather Register, a registered voter in Biaden County. Please accept the affidavit as a supplement to 
the protest filed by Leslie MeCrae Dowiess earlier tii is week. 

V 

Best regards. 

Gaby Fallon 

Gabriela Falion 
sfallon@hvit.law 

Holtzman Vogel JosefiakTorchinsky PLLC 


PRlVlLECeO ANO CpNriDENTIAL 

This communication and any accompanying documents are confirfentia! and privRegod. They are iniondnrf for thasola.use of The addressee, ff yea receive this 
transmission in error, you are advised that any disdqstre, copying, jifstribufon, or the taking of any action in reliance upon this ccfnmunibatiori is strictly 
prohibited Moreoyeivany-such dfetosuresfiell not ooniproiiwe or waive thesUto.Tiey-clierii.aooountwit-cIiant, orotherprMlegesas to this comrmmtcatjororcttieiv/jse. If 
you have received this com muriicatwn in efrer, please contact me at the above email address. Thar,Sr you. 

DISCLAIMER 

Any accounting, business or tax advice contained in this commundation, tnctudingauachmenls and enclosures, is not intended as a thorough, in-deplii analysis of sped He 
tssr iRS, nor a substhota for a format opinion, nor is ft sufficient to avoid lax-reatect penalties! If desired, Hofcman Vcget Josetiak, PLLC Wood be pleased to perform tho 
requisite research and prowde you with adetaSed written anaiysis. Such an engagement may be tbesuSijectof a separate engagement letter that would define the scope 
and limits of the desired consottatioh sarvicss. 


1 
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From: 

Sent 

To; 

Subject; 

Attachments: 


Gabriele Fallon <gfaflbn@hvjt faw> 

Friday, November IS, 20XG 4:24 PM 

electons(a)bladeaco.org —-- 

Supplement to L McCrae Dowless protest 
Heather-RegisCer.pdf ' 
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t/Tpp 


Good afternoon, 

Attached Is an affidavit from Heather Register, a registered voter in Bladen County. Please accept the affidavit as a supplement to 
the protest filed by Leslie McCrae Dowless earlier this week. 

Best regards. 

Gaby Fallon 

Gabriela Fallon 

gjallon&hyjt.lqsv ’■ 

Holtzman Vogel Josefiak Torchinsky PLLC 


PRIVILEGED AND COfjrjDENTIAL 

This communicaUdri and-any accompanying dccuments are oonficenliaiarxi priweged. They aio intended for 'ho so'e use of the addressee. If you receive this 
transmission in error, you are advised that any disclosure, copying, datritofen, or tfie: taking cf any action in reliance upon Ms communication is striclly 
prohibited. Moreover, any such disclosure snail not compromise or waive the attorney-client, accountant-client, or olhor privileges as b th is comnwnxalion or otherwise, jl 
you have received ihe ccmmunication in error, ploaso contact mo althe above email address, thank you. 

DISCLAIMER 

Any accounting, business or tax advice contained in this communication, ipciudlng attachinenls aid enclosures, is not intended as a thorough, in-depti analysis of specific 
issues, nor a substitute forafomnat opinion, nor. fa ftsgf&ten io avu'-d tax-refuted penalties, itcfesiied, Holliman VygeiJoseflaf:, PLLGv^oOa be pleased to psircnn Pie 
requisite research and provide you wih a detaifed written analysts. Such an engagartenl may be the subject of a separate engagement letter that Would define the scope 
and limits erf the desired consultation services- 



Ktr? 


i o ?n ; 



Exhibit 2.2.2.1 


173 of 278 

I of? 


AFFIDAVIT 

North Carolina 

Count)' of 131 Qj/lO- 

H jZc3 *3*: fed? I Hsl"C2f~~ appearing before the undersigned 

Name of principal 

notary and being duly sworn, says that: 

1. My nauae is Heather Register and Iain a registered voter in: Bladen County, North 
Carolina. 

2. I reside at 1S7SBraxton Edge Road, Payetteville, NC 2S312, with my husband, 
Timothy Register, and my son, Michael Register; 

3: In approximately late September/early October, mysoifs friend, Caitlyn Croom 
arrived at our home accompanied by a friend named Matthew. 

4. Caitlyn and Matthew advised my family and me that if we Hied absentee request: 
forms, %ve Would receive absentee ballots in our mail and we could vote by mail 
without having to go to the polls to cast our votes. 

5. Caitlyn and Matthew also mentioned they could receive payment in the amount of 
$20 if they secured a certain number of absentee ball or request forms from voters; 
they did not share information on who would be paying them for this Work, 

6. My family and 1 completed our absentee request forms with Caitlyn and Matthew. 
However, the absentee ballots never arrived at our home. 

?. Op November 8,2016.1 went to my polling place to cast my vote. 
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3. When I arrived, tbs poll workers inftrjnsd mel coufcf not vote because my absentee 
ballot Iiad already been cast on October 6,2016. 

9. Additionally, the poll workers advised nje teat absentee ballots had also been 
received for my husband and. son. 

i 0.1 explained hat ibs absentee ballots never arrived at our home awl vve had not 
submitted those absentees ourselves. 

i 1.1 was told I coaid not vote and was provided the number for the Sladec County Board 
of Elections. 


12 . I in formed the B! aden CountyBoard of Elections of the absentee bailors that were 
submitted in rr.y family^ name without our knowledge or consent. 


13. 


il 



rv n 

AjJkact \ 


Sworn to (or amrmedjand subscribed before me this te e /S' d av of Ados? £. 

20 


(Official Sea!) 


s CfiatiesW-Sfeha..^ 

Noteqr Public 

! Cumberland Cosnt&te.C. I 
My Commission Eseires Jpt £^£^ 






Official SigttMure ofjfutiay 


rar !A /\. Hotary Pabilc 

Notary's printed or typed name 


iffy comrrtissionexptres- 


73- /sr / te^v 
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NCSBE 

Case # 2016-166 

NOVEMBER 2016 GENERAL ELECTION 

PROTESTS; 

Voter Fraud Allegations/Possible False 
Statements to Affect Election Outcome - 
11/08/2016 General Election 




Tough « Smart • Proven 


December 2, 2016 
VzaE-tmU 

(Josh uaXmvsonl@ttcsbe.gov) 

Xosliua Lawson 
General Counsel 

North. Carolina State Board, of Elections 
P.0 Box 27255 

SalelghjTToith Cacufioa, 276LI 

,RE: Jhre Protest of Election by Leslie McCras Lawless, Jh 3 Bladen County 
Deal' Mr. Lawson, 

I represent the McCrary Committee wife regard to fee deed on protest filed by Leslie 
MoCrae Dowless, Jr. an Bladen. Coauty concerning possible absentee ballot fraud (fee ‘Trotesf). 

Ai 1:30 pun. yesterday, December 1, 2016, the I'loidi Carolina State Board of Elections 
fTMCSBE”) noticed its Bearing oa the Protest, to ocem'tomorrow, December 3,2016, at 1:30 pm, 

(fee ^Hearing 55 ). ' ' 

P.C. Gen. Slat §§ 163482.10 and 182.11 allows fee NCSBE to receive evidence fiom, 
inter aim, persons to 'whom notice of fee bearing was provided. The MeCrojy Committee qualifies- 
as a person to whom notice of fee bearing was provided, and hereby notifies fee NCSBE of its 
intent to presefe 'evidence at fee Hearing, 

As you know, theWGSBB has decided to hear fee Protest on an accelerated feadiue, only 
giving the 48-hour minimum statutory notice allowed under the North Carolina Open Meetings 
Act for fee Hearing: Due to fee compressed timeline, fee number of witnesses identified in fee 
Protest (as originally filed and amended) and fee Expert Peport of Cfeaclott© "W. Ware, and die fact 
feat the NCSBE is itself co.aduciing an investigation, into fee issues raised in the Protest, I expect 
feat fee NCSBE has sort sparse sought to secure the attendance .of relevant witnesses and 
documents necessary for its fell consideration of fee Protest on fee merits. Tins includes: 

® 'Witness subpoenas, or otherwise securing fee attendance of at least the following people; 

o Brian Heiii (Member of Bladen County Board of Elections'); 
o Charlotte Ware (Handwriting Expert who submitted report in connection wife the 
Protest); 

o Heather Register (Affiant who testified feat she requested absentee ballot that she 
never received and was voted by someone else); 
o Debra Moore (person who apparently both signed as a witness and filled out the 
write in.part of absentee ballots); 

\ 

^ 128 S. HARGETT Srarr,4Um>3 00 (SI9) 356-MS4 ■> I-S56-392-l9<32 7501 FAUS OB KtDiE Road,S trrrE 200 

RALEIGH, NC 27601 www.riiaa 2 hMlmvgr 0 Lip.com Raleigh, NC 27615 
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o Lola Wooten (person. who apparently both signed as a 'witness and Med out the 
write-in. part of absentee ballots); 

o Mary Johnson (person "who apparently Loth signed as a-witness and Med out the 
write-in part of absentee baUote); 

o AnyNCSBE, Bladen County Board of Elections, or other state employee involved 
in investigating the issues raised in the Protest 

* Document subpoenas, or otherwise obtaining for consideration as evidence at the Hearing 
at least the following: 


u 

{ 


I 


o Hie redacted copies of die absentee ballots at issue that the Bladen County Board 
of Elections allowed tee members of the public to review; 
o The originals of the absentee ballots at issue for the Board to review in camera; 
o The ori gina l envelopes and redacted copies of the envelopes made available to the .. 
public tor the absentee ballots at issue. 

We note that Ms. Ware was not permitted to duplicate or retain copies of the redacted 
ballots or absentee envelopes that she was allowed to review and which substantially form the 
baste for her expert report We also note that Ms. Ware’s time to review the copies of the redacted 
ballots and absentee envelopes was limited to & few hours. 

Please confirm whether or not tee following people and documents will be available at tee 
Healing tomorrow. In addition, to tee extent that the NGSBE has not subpoenaed or otherwise 
secured tee attendance of tee above people and documents at the hearing, please consider this as a 
request under N.C. Gen. Stat § 163-182.10(c)(1) for a Board Member to issue subpoenas ter 
people and documents. It is tee McCrary Committee^ position that securing these documents and 
people are necessary for its ability to be heard at the Hearing. 

Sincerely, 

SHANAHAN LAW (TROUP, H ,LC 

i 
i 
\ 

John E. Branch M 
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PERKINS COie 


irQ’ third AVOTie 0 ■‘1.25* SV 5000 

Siiie<W© © *l>j5 5?.®0n 

Seated 93181. 3<Sy fefepsCw&wn 


KSvin j. Hfamiton 

December 2, 201 6 KHamiiton@per!:mxo'tc:.H)re 

D. +1.206339.8741 
F. +(J206J59,‘?74I 

VIA ISMAIL TRANSMISSION 


A. Grant Whitney, Jr., Chairman 

Rhonda K. Amoroso, Secretary 

James Baker, Member 

Maja Kricker, Member 

Joshua D. Malcolm, Member 

North Carolina State Board of Elections 

441 North Harrington St, 

Raleigh, North Carolina 27603 
elections.sboe@ncsbc.gov 

Re: In re Protest of Election by Leslie McCrae Dowless Jr . 

Dear Members of the North Carolina State Board of Elections; 

I write on behalf cf Roy Cooper and the North Carolina Democratic Party. The purpose of 
this letter is to request that the Board take no action with regard to the Election Protest filed 
by'Leslie McCrae Dowfess Jr, that would disenfranchise voters who committed no election 
law violation, and to count their votes, at leastwith regard to elections that are not implicated 
in Mr. Dowless’s Protest. 

Mr. Dowless’s Protest alleges that individuals assisting voters, rather than the voters 
themselves, wrote the name of write-in candidate “Franklin Graham” on “hundreds-’ of 
ballots. Nee Protest § 6. The protest appears to be alleging a violation of N.C. Gen. StaL § 

163-226.3(a)( 1), which makes it a feiony u [fjor any person except the voter’s near relative or 
the voter’s verifiable legal guardian to assist the voter to vote an absentee ballot when the 
voter is voting an absentee ballot other than under the procedure described in G.S. 163-2272; 
provided that if there is not a near relative or legal guardian available to assist the voter, the 
voter may request some other person to give assistance.” 1 


1 To the extent Mr. Dowless’s Protest alleges that individuals served as a witness for multiple 
absentee ballots, that is not a violation of law; and it certainly is not a violation of law by the voter, 
who would have no reason to know how many envelopes a particular individual has signed as a 
witness. 


787/9 
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The campaign of former Gov. Rat McCrory spent about S260..Q00 through a legal defense 
fund after Election Day to challenge absentee ballots, vote counting practices and voter 
eligibility. The total appears in campaign finance reports filed this month with the State Board 
of Elections. McCrory, a Republican, had sought a recount and filed election protests after 
election night totals showed him losing by just thousands of votes. Some filings claimed that 
ineligible voters had cast ballots, while others claimed absentee ballot and vote counting 
irregularities, but most nearly all the complaints were rejected by the elections board. 
Hearings on the protests meant that Democrat Roy Cooper was not formally declared the 
winner until early December. 

The governors race "overtime” — as McCrory once described ft — proved costly for both 
campaigns, which repeatedly asked supporters to donate money to fund the legai process. 
McCrory's finance report Includes a $24,257 bill from attorney Roger Knight as weil as a 
$40,000 bill from Shanahan Law Group, which includes attorney John Branch, who 
represented the campaign before McCrory appointed him to chair the State Ethics 
Commission. The legal fund also spent $46,563-on payroll expenses for about a dozen 
campaign staffers who remained employed into December, as well as travel expenses For the 
staffers who reviewed ballot records in counties across the state looking for evidence of voter 
fraud. McCrory had help from the campaigns of U.S. Sen, Richard Burr and U.S- Rep. Richard 
Hudson, fellow Republicans who each chipped in $4,000 to the legal defense fund. 

The legal battle was costly for Cooper’s campaign too, but it's difficult to determine the exact 
cost because he did not set up a separate legal ’defense'fund. His campaign’s final report for 
2016 does not include payments to the national law firm of Perkins Core, which represented 
the campaign and the N.c. Democratic Party in Board of Elections hearings. Kevin Hamilton 
and Marc Elias - who also represented Biliary Clinton's presidential campaign - helped 
Cooper oppose voter fraud allegations. Morgan Jackson, a representative for the Cooper 
campaign, said Tuesday that the legal expenses aren't included in the finance report because 
the campaign hasn’t received the bills yet. Jackson said he expects the "six figure” payments 
will appear in the first finance report of 2017. The cost may be split with the N.C. Democratic 
Party, he added. Like the McCrory campaign, the Cooper campaign continued to pay a 
number of staffers, fundraising consultants and office space rent Into December -- long after 
campaigns would typically wind down operations. The final campaign finance reports of 2016 
also show how costly the race was. McCrory raised a total of $15.8 million during 2015 and 
2016, while Cooper raised $24.7 million during the same period. Those figures don’t include 
spending by outside groups,(Colin Campbell, THE NEWS & OBSERVER, 1/24/17). 
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NORTH CAROLINA ;C f P p INTHE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE 

SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION 

GUILFORD COUNTY , r ^. 7.10 .* 17 CVS 3273 

2111 OCT - 5 - a ! * , 


LOUIS M. BOO'VmK, JR, KAREN. p c )\ 
ANDREA NEHANS, S tu j' 

NIEHANS, . s v 



(P 

UNCONTESTEB MOTION FOR 
LEAVE TO FILE 

Plaintiffs. 

:) 

) 

) 

AMENDED COMPLAINT 

V- 



) 


W LIAM CLARK PORTER, TV, 

) 

) 

) 


Defendant 



NOW COME Plaintiffs Lotus M. Bouvier, Jr., Karen Andrea Niehans, and Samuel R 
Niebans (^Plaintiffs’ 1 )., by and through their undersigned counsel, and move the Court pursuant to 
Rule 15 of the North Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure for leave to amend their Complaint 
(attached hereto as Exhibit A). Pursuant to Local Rule 5.9, counsel for Plaintiffs has conferred 
with Defendant 3 s Counsel, who indicates that he will neither consent to nor oppose this Motion. 
In support of this Motion, Plaintiffs state as follows: 

Plaintiffs, a group of duly registered Guilford County voters, filed this action against 
Defendant for defamation on February 8, 2017, contending that they were falsely accused of 
committing felony voter fraud in the November 2016 general election. On May 10, 2017, 
Defendant filed an Amended Motion to Dismiss which asserted that the alleged defamatory 
statements were “made to a quasi-judicial agency or body of the State” and were therefore 
“absolutely privileged or qualifiedly privileged, baaing any claim asserted by Plaintiffs.'’ 
(Amended Mot to Dism. at p. 1.) On June 7, 201 7, .this Court heard Defendant's Motion to 
Dismiss which was denied by Order entered June 8 , 2017, and filed on June 9, 2017. Thereafter. 
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Pl a in tiffs obtained certaia written discovery from Defendant and took Defendant’s deposition on 
July 24,2017. 

As a result of the information obtained from Defendant, Plaintiffs file this Motion for 
Leave to Amend in order to file an Amended Complaint which seeks to add one additional 
plaintiff!, six additional defendants and assert one additional claim, in addition to treating the case 
as a dass action on behalf of all North Carolina voters falsely accused by defendants of 
committing felony voter fraud in connection, with the 2016 general election in North Carolina. 
Pursuant to Rule 15(a) of the North Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure, “a party may amend His 
pleading only by leave of court' or by written consent of the adverse party; and leave shall be 
freely given when justice so requires.” “[Ljeave to amend should be freely granted. The decision 
to allow a motion to amend under Rule 15(a) is directed to the sound discretion of the superior 
court and is accorded great deference.” Rone y. Winston-Salem, 207 N.C. App. 618, 624; 701 
SJ£.2d28-t, 289 (2010). 

Plaintiffs seek to add six additional Defendants through their Amended Complaint: 
Holtzman Vogel Josefiak Torchinsky. PLLC (rt lolzmari VogePj, Steven Roberts, Brin Clark, 
Gabriella Fallon, Steven Saxe, and the Pat McCrory Committee Legal Defense Fund. Based on 
information obtained, through discovery. Plaintiffs believe that these entities and individuals were 
responsible for facilitating a statewide scheme to invahdate the results ofthe 2016 Gubernatorial 
Election, and maliciously or recklessly defamed voters across the state to achieve that end. 
Plaintiffs therefore additionally seek to assert an additional based on the relationships uncovered 
in the discovery process. Plaintiffs seek to add a claim for civil conspiracy against all original 
and new Defendants to establish that each is jointly and severally liable for the harms that 
resulted to Plaintiffs from the publication, of defamatory information. The information obtained 


2 
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in discovery have led Plaintiffs to believe that both the original Defendant and proposed 


additional Defendants were part of a scheme that resulted inthe defamation of numerous voters 
all across the state of North Carolina, such that it would be impracticable to join each individual 


voter as a Plaintiff in this action. For this reason. Plaintiffs seek to join only one additional 
named Plaintiff and to, together with these additional named Plaintiffs, act as representatives for 
all similarly Situated individuals in the state. 

Though “the burden is upon the opposing party to establish that that party would be 
prejudiced by the amendment,” Mduney v. Morris, 316 N.C. 67, 72; 340 SJj2.d3.97,400 (1983), 
it is apparent that no such prejudice exists here. Plaintiffs motion is timely, as the statute of 


limitations for the underlying claim of defamation has not yet run and Plaintiffs move to file their 


Amended Complaint in the earliest possible stage of this litigation, as the information 
necessitating amendment was only recently ascertained, and no trial date has yet been set 
Therefore, no undue delay or prejudice will result 1 should this Court allow Plaintiffs leave to 
amend. Additionally, granting this Motion would be in the interest of justice, allowing Plain tiffs 
to hold accountable all individuals and entities responsible for the harms that they have suffered. 
Further, allowing Plaintiffs to amend their Compl aint would “promoteQ judicial economy by 
avoiding the necessity for separate trials or for plaintiffs to file first a separate complaint and then 
a motion to join the two.’’ Id 

For the foregoing reasons, and for such other reasons as may appear of record. Plaintiffs 
pray tins Court grant their Motion for Leave to Amend Complaint and that they he permitted to 
fille the proposed An^nded Complaint attached hereto as Exhibit A- 

This the _ day of October, 2017. 


3 
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WOMBJ® CARLYLE SANDMDGE & RICE, 
a Linuted Liability Partnersh ip 




Rressly M- lyjdllea 
-Ripley Rand 
555 FayefteviLe Street, Suite 1 100 


Raleigh, North Carolina 27501 
Telephone: (919) 755-2135 
Facsimile: (919)755-5067 = 

Email: pmiilenfawcsr.com 
mdnd@wcsr.com 


OF COUNSEL: 

Anita. S. Earls, N.C. Bar #15597 
Allison J. Riggs, N.C. Bar #40028 
Southern Coalition for Soda! Justice 
1415 Highway 54, Suits 101 
' Durham, NC 27707 
Anita@southemcoalition.org 
Allison@southerpcoalitioE.org 

Attorneys for Plaintiffs 


4 
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CT-RTPICATE Qg SERVICE 


This is to certify that the undersigned has this date served the foregoing document upon 


Marshall Hurley, Esq. 

Marshall Hudey, PLLC 
Suits 300 Gateway Business Center 
2400 Freeman Mill Road 
Greensboro, NC 27406 



This the_day of October, 2017. 


WOMB^E CARLYLE SANDRIDGE & RICE. 
i Liability Jpartnersh ip 



i 

( 


Pressly M. Milleii 
ARiplcyRadd 

555 Fayetteville Street, Suite 1100 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27601 
Telephone: (919)755-2135 
Facsimile: (919) 755-6067 

Email: raniilen@wcsr.com 
iTand@wcsr.cOiP 


Attorneys for Pl aintiffs 
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NORTH CAROLINA 
GUILFORD COUNTY 


LOUIS M. BOUVIER, JR, KAREN ) 

ANDIUL4NIEHANS, SAMUEL R. ) 

NBHA'NS, and JOSEPH D. GOLDEN, ) 

) 

Plaintiffs. ) 

) 

v. ) 

. ) 

WILLIAM CLARK PORTER, TV, ) 

HOLTZMAN VOGEL JOSEFIAK. ) 

TORailNSKY PLLC, STEVE ) 

ROBERTS, ERIN CLARK, ) 

GABP.IELLA FALLON, STEVEN ) 

SAXE, and the PAT MCCRORY ) 

COMMITTEE LEGAL DEFENSE FUND, ) 

> 

Defendants. ) 


IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE 
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION 
17 CVS 


AMENDED COMPL AINT 


Plaintiffs Louis M. Boimer, Jr., Karen Andrea. Niehsus, Samuel R. Niebans, and Joseph 


I>. Golden, by and llirough tbeli undersigned counsel, complain of Defendants as follows. 

SUMMARY OP THE ACTION 


1. This is a class action suit for defamation and civil conspiracy brought by a group 
of duly registered North Carolina voters who were falsely accused By some, if not all, 
Defendants, of illegal voting during theROIC General Election. Plaintiffs aie seeking, in addition 
to damages resulting from the defamation, to enjoin Defendants from further interference with 
the voting rights of Plaintiffs and other duly registered voters. 

PARTES 

2. Plaintiff Louis M- Bouvier, Jr., is a resident of Greensboro, North Carolina, and a 
registered voter hi Guilford County. He is registered as uhafBJiated with any political party and, 
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ia past election seasons, has voted in both Republican and Democratic primaries. He is 74 years 
old and has voted in Guilford County since at least as early as 1988. 

3. Plaintiffs Karen Andrea Niehans and Samuel R. Niehans are residents of 
Jamestown, North Carolina, and registered voters in Guilford County. They are registered 
Democrats who moved to North Carolina from Wisconsin in 2016 and Voted in North Carolina 
for the first time in the 2016 General Election. 

4. Plaintiff Joseph D. Golden, is a resident of Southport, North Carolina, and a 
registered voter in Brunswick County. He is a registered Democrat who moved to North 
Carolina from Maryland in 2016 and voted in North Carolina for the first time in the 2G16 
General Election. 

5. Defendant William Clark Porter, IV, is, on information and belief, a resident of 
Greensboro, North Carolina. 

6. Defendant Ho'&mau Vogel Josefiak Torchinsky PLLC (“Holhrman Vogel”) is a 
law firm organized under the laws of Vir ginia with, offices in 'Warrenton, Virginia, and 
Washington, D-C. 

7. Defendant Steve Roberts is an attorney employed by Holtzman Vogel and, on 
information and belief, is a resident ofVirgiria. 

8. Defendant Erin Clark is an attorney employed by Holtzman Vogel and, on 
information and belief, is a resident of Virginia. 

9. Defendant Gabrielle Fallon is an attorney employed by Holtzman Vogel and, on 
infoimahon and belief, is a resident of Virginia. 

10. Defendant Steven Saxe is an attorney employed by Holtzman Vogel and, on 
information and belief, is a resident of Virginia. 
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11. Defendant the Pat McCrory Committee Legal Defease Fund is an entity formed 
under North Carolina election law for the purposes of funding legal action taken by the then- 
Govemdr, Pat McCrory, as part of his campaign for re-election in 2016. Its appointed treasurer is 
Jon Massachi, who is subject to duties, responsibilities, penalties, and sanctions established in 
Subchapter VIII, Regulation of Election: Campaigns, of Chapter 163 of the North Carolina 
General Statutes. 

JURISDICTION AM) VENUE 

12. This is a class action for defamation and civil conspiracy under North Carolina 
law. This Court has jurisdiction over Plaintiffs and Defendants pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stal § 1- 
75.4. All Plaintiffs are ualiTral persons domiciled in North Carolina, Defendant Porter is a natural 
person domiciled in North Carolina, Defendant the Pat McCrpry Committee Legal Defense Fund 
is organized under North Carolina election law and its officers are domiciled in North Carolina, 
and Defendants Holtzman Vogel, Roberts, Clark, Fallon, and Saxe are engaged in substantial 
activity within North Carolina. Furthermore, the claims arise out of acts that occurred within 
North Carolina, The amount in controversy Is in excess of $25,000 under N.C. Gem Slat. § 7A- 
243. 

13. Venue is proper in this County under N.C.G.S. § 1-82. 

FACTS 

A. The 2016 General Election 

.14 The 201 6 General Election took: place on November 8. 2016, in the weeks prior 

to November 8, 2016, for the 17-day period hegmmng October 19 and ending on November 5, 
2016, voters were able to cast their ballots early rising one-stop absentee voting. 
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15. Each of the Guilford County Plaintiffs m this case took advantage of one-stop 
absentee voting and voted, in the 2016 General Election prior to Election Day. 

16. Plaintiff Golden likewise took advantage of one-stop absentee voting in 
Brunswick County and voted in the 2016 General Election prior to Election Day. 

B. The Defendants Libel The f iaintiHs 

17. After Election Day, on November 7, 2016. in the' wake of a dose race fox 
governor, then-Govcmor Pat McCrory trailed now-Govemor Roy Cobper by approximately 
5,000 votes. Then-Governor McCrory refused to concede the elsction. 

13. On Or about November 9, 2016, paperwork was filed with the North Carolina 
State Board of Elections to create the Pat McCrory' Committee Legal Defense Fund. 

19. The law fixed o: Holtzman Vogel was Bircd as legal counsel to the Pat McCrory 
Committee Legal Defense Fund. 

20. In the days and weeks after Election Day, election protests were filed in excess of 
50 of North Carolina’s 100 counties, each alleging that registered voters had committed felony 
voter feud when voting while ineligible to vote. These accusations included ones of double 
voting, voting while ineligible because of a felony conviction, and voting in the name of dead 
voters. Double voting, voting while ineligible because of a felony conviction, and voting in the 
name of dead voters axe all prohibited by N,C. Gen. Stat § 163 -275, and such conduct is 
punishable as a felony under North Carolina la w. 

21. Attorneys with the Holtzman Vogel law firm, in representing the Pat MeCroiy 
Committee Legal Defense Fund, arranged fox individuals to file those election protests in each or 
thosecounties in which an election protest was filed. 
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22. On November 17, 2016, Defendant Porter filed two documents with the Guilford 
County Board of Elections which are at issue here. Both documents were filed on a form styled 
^Election Protest” On each form. Defendant is listed as the “person filing the protest” and both 
forms state that he is a “[rjegistered voter” eligible to vote in the protested election. Both forms 
also list Defendant as the sole witness "to any misconduct alleged by you in this protest” 

23. Both forms answer “jy]es” to the question “|h]ave you read and reviewed the 
North Carolina law pertaining to election protests as set out in G.S. 163-182.9 through G.S. 163- 
182.14 and current North Carolina State Board of Elections regulations pertaining to election 
protests.” Both forms, in a line designated “Signature of Protester,” also contain a signature of 
“"William Porter” with the added words “authorized by/spr.” Upon information and belief “spr” 
is Defendant Steve Roberts. 

24. In one of the “Elections Protests ” it states that: 

Upon review of early voting files from other states, it appears that nine (9) 
individuals cast ballots in both North Carolina and another state. Casting a ballot 
in more than one state is a clear violation of North Carolina and federal elections 
laws. 

The form does not state the source of the “early voting files from other states.” 

25. That same form goes on to state that “[i]n violation of the statutes provided for 
above, invalid ballots were cast by foe following persons known to have voted in multiple 
states,” Among irine voters alleged to have votes in multiple states are Plaintiffs Bouvier and 
Mr. and Ms. Niehaos Who are listed in the document Sled by both name and street address. 

26. Contrary to the allegations made by Defendant Porter in his first “Election 
Protest,” Plaintiffs Bouvier and Mr. and Ms. NIehans voted only in North Carolina during the 
2616 General Election and did not vote in any other state. 
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27. On November 17,2016, Defendant Erin Clark, employed by the Holtziaau Vogel 
law firm, filed another document with the Brunswick County Board of Elections which is also af 
issue here. The document was likewise on a form styled “Election Protest” On each form, Joe 
Agovino is listed as the “person filin g the protest” and both forms state that he is a “ [registered 
voted' eligible to vote m the protested election. The form also states that Mr. Agovino is the sole 
witness “To any misconduct alleged by you m this protest” 

2A On the submitted form, the protestor again answered “jyjes” to the question 
a |h]ave you read and reviewed the North Carolina law pertaining to election protests as set out in 
G.S. 163-182.9 through G.S. 163-182.14 and current North Carolina State Board of Elections 
regulations pertaining to election protests.” Mr. Agovino signed tire form, but it was submitted 
to the Brunswick County Board of Elections on his behalf by Attorney Erin Clack. Upon 
Information and belief, (he protest was drafted by, and based on infonnation in the possession of, 

t 

Defendant Clark and Defendant Holtonan Vogei. 

29. Tnat same form goes on to state that “[i]n violation of the statutes provided for 
above, invalid ballots were cast by the following persons known to have voted in multiple 
states.” The form then names Plaintiff Golden, who is listed in the document filed by both name 
and street address. 

30. Upon information and belief because Defendants Clark and HoltTman Vogel 
would not provide Mr. Agovino with any information to support the claims made in the “Election 
Protest,” Mr. Agovino withdrew" bis protest on the day of the hearing on the “Election Protest” 
before the Brunswick County Board of Elections. 
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31. Contrary to the allegations made by Mr. Ago vino in Ms “Election Protest” as 
drafted and submitted, by Defendants Clark and Holtzman Vogel, Plaintiff Golden voted only in 
North Carolina during the 2016 General Election and did not vote in any other state. 

32. Defendants Holtzman Vogel, Roberts, Clark, Fallon, and Saxe conspired with 
Defendant the Pat McCrory Committee Legal Defense Fund and Defendant Porter, among others, 
to defame Plaintiffs, accusing them wrongly of committing felony conduct of double voting, of 
voting while ineligible because of a felony conviction, or .of voting in the name of dead voters, 
and causing them injury to their reputations and emotional distress and harm. 

33. Defendant Steve Roberts also submitted election protests on behalf of protestors, 
or otherwise caused protests to be submitted, in Granville, Forsyth, Moore, Northampton, 
Halifax, and Wayne Counties in North Carolina. 

34. Defendant Erin Clark also submitted election protests on behalf of pro testors, or 
otherwise caused protests to be submitted, in Beaufort, Johnston, Mecklenburg, Cumberland, and 
Stokes Counties in North Carolina. 

35. Defendant Gabriella Fallon submitted an election protest on behalf of a protestor 
in Wake County, North Carolina- 

36. Defendant Steven Saxe submitted election protests on behalf of protestors, or 
otherwise caused protests to be submitted, in Orange, Lee, and Buncombe Counties in North 
Carolina. 

37. Defendants’ false accusations against Plaintiffs subjected them to adverse 
publicity locally, state-wide, and even nationally, as various media reported the allegations and 
then elaborated on them. This embarrassment and harm to their reputations was compounded by 
fee feet that public hearings were noticed and held to consider Defendants’ accusations, which 
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was further reported, in the; media, Bach of the Defendants" '‘Elections Protests” were ultimately 
dismissed as meritless Or withdrawn. 

CLASS ACTION ALLEGATIONS 

38. Plaintiffs bring this action on behalf of themselves and all others similarly situated 
(the ‘Proposed Class”), pursuant to Rule- 23 of the North Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure. The 
Proposed Class Is defined as follows: 

All registered North Carolina voters who were wrongly identified as having 
engaged in voting irregularities in connection with the 2016 General 
Election in putative Election Protests filed by Defendants. Excluded from 
the Proposed Class are any aud all judges, justices, chambers’ staff jurors 
assigned to hear or adjudicate any aspect of fills litigation, and members cf 
their i mm ediate families. 

39. Based ’upon the number of putative Election. Protests filed by Defendants, there 
are, on information and belief over 100 Proposed Class members. Joinder of all members of the 
Class, therefore, is not practicable. 

40. Tne questions of law and fact common to the Proposed Class include but axe not 
limited to: 

a. . whether accusations made by Defendants in the context of one or more 
improperly filed Election Protests against Plaintiffs and members of the Proposed Class, alleging 
that they committed felony voter fraud, constitute defamation per se; 

b. whether Defendants made the statements and took the actions described 
above with malice or reckless disregard oftheir falsity ixx order to harm Plaintiffs hud members of 
the Proposed Class, 

c. whether Defendants acted in conspiracy to so defame Plaintiffs and 
members of the proposed class; . 
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. d the type and measure of damages suffered by Plaintiffs and the Proposed 

Class. 

41. These and other questions of law and fact are common to die Proposed Class, and 
predominate over any questions affecting only individual members of the Proposed Ciass. 

42. Plaintiffs'’ claims are typical of the claims of Ihe Proposed Class. 

43. Plaintiffs will fairly and adequately represent the interests of the Proposed Class 
and they have no conflict with the interests of the Proposed Class. 

44. Defendants have acted CEj. grounds generally applicable to the Proposed Class, 
thereby malting final mjuncUve rslie^propriate with respect to the Proposed Class as a whole. 

45. This class action is stipes, o^o the altermtjj/e^Pff any, for the fair and efficient 
adjudication of this controversy. There will be no material d... . milty tn the management of this 
action as a class action. Prosecution as a class action will eliminate the possibility of repetitive, 
duplicative, and potentially inconsistent litigation that would: waste the resources of the parties 
and. the courts. 


FCRST CLAIM POP PET ,mg - LIBEL 

46. The allegations of Paragraphs 1 through 45 are realleged and incorporated herein 
by this reference. 

47. The statements made by Defendants concerning Phintids in “Election Protests” 
filed across the state were false publications vnongly accusing Plaintiffs of a crime, namely 
illegal voting. Defendants’ false statements also tended to subject Plaintiffs to ridicule, 
contempt, or disgrace. Those libelous statements were false when made, were made without 
regard to their truth ana falsity, were made without justification, and were made for the purpose 
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and -with the intent of damaging the reputations of Plaintiffs or with reckless disregard of their 
affect on the reputations of Plaintiffs, 

48. Those statements have impeached, injured, and damaged Plaintiffs. 

49. As an actual and proximate cause of Defendants’ conduct in making such false 
statements, Plaintiffs have sustained harm, including damages in an amount to fee determined at 
trial but reasonably believed to be in excess of $25,000. 

SECOND CLAIM FOR RELIEF -CIVIL CONSPIRACY 

50. Paragraphs 1 through 49 of this Complaint are realleged and incorporated herein 
by this reference. 

51. Defendants conspired together to make the statements and take the actions 
described above—overt and wrongful acts—as part of a common scheme, among other goals, to 
delay certification of the election and suggest that voter fraud affected the election results. 

52. Plaintiffs and the entire class were injured as a result of that conspiracy. 

THIRD CLAIM FOR RELIEF - PUNITIVE D AMAGES 

53. Paragraphs 1 through 52 of this Complaint are realleged and incorporated herein 
by this reference. 

54. Defendants made the statements and took the actions described above with malice 
or reckless disregard of their falsity' in older to harm Plaintiffs. 

55. Defendants acted willfully and/or wantonly in making the statements described 

above. 

56. Pursuant to NtC- Gen. Stat. § ID-1, Plaintiffs arc entitled to punitive damages for 
Defendants’ conduct. 
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WHHgEFORE v Plaictigs pray to the Court that: 

A. A preliminary and permanent injunction. enter against Defendants and any and all 
persons in active concert or participation -with them forbidding any further filing of Election 
Protests containing false and defamatory statements concerning these Plaintiffs or any other 
registered North Carolina voter; 

B. Plaintiffs receive actual damages in an amount sufficient to compensate them for 
their damages resulting from Defendants* conduct; 

C. Plaintiffs be allowed recovery of punitive damages pursuant to Chapter ID of the 
North Carolina General Statutes; 

D. Plaintiff he allowed, recovery from Defendants the costs and expenses incurred in 
this action, including attorney’s fees; 

E. Plaintiffs receive trial by jury of all issues so triable; and 

F. Plaintiff's obtain such other and further relief as may be just and proper. 

This, the_ m day of 2017. 


Anita S. Earls, N.C Bar #! 5597 
Allison J. Riggs, N.C. Bar #40028 
Jadyn MafTetore, N.C. Bar #50849 
Southern Coalition for Social Justice 
1415 Highway 54, Suite 101 
Durham, NC 27707 
.4nita@southemcoaIition.org 
Allison@southemcoalition.org 
faclyn@southemeoalition.org 


PiesslyM.Milled,N.C. Bar# 16178 
Ripley Rand, N.C. Bar # 22275 
Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, LLP 
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P.O.Box 831 
Raleigh, NC 27602 
Telephone: 919-755-2150 
Facsimile: 919-755-6067 
pmillen@wcsr.coxn 
irand@wcsr.Com. 

Counsel for Plamtiffs 
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HP NORTH CAROLINA' 

of, by osicLfortl'^e.people. 


The Deceit of Voter Fraud 

By Bob Halt and Isela Gutierrez* 


This report has foursections. The first section shares 
the reaction of voters harmed by the false charges of 
fraud generated by Gov. Pat McCrary's 2016 re-election 
campaign and the NC Republican Party; it ends with a 
call for a criminal investigation. The second section 
(pages 2-4} summarizes key events after the November 
2016 election.The third section (pages 4-5) provides a 
summary of findings of wrongdoing, drawn from the 
county profiles in the fourth section (pages 5-16). 


I. VICTIMS AND CRIMINAL fe1IS€©NDSICT 

“I was shocked and horrified and furious to Learn, 
our name was on a list with people who were alleged 
to have broken a federal Law,” said Anne Hughes of 
Moore County, North Carolina. She and her husband 
William were falsely accused of voting in two states 
by a local supporter of Gov. pat McCrory’s 
reelection. 

In an apparent effort to overcome a narrow defeat, 
Gov. McCrory and his allies in the NC Republican 
Party (NCGOP) filed the legal paperwork and 
launched a media campaign to draw attention to tire 
supposedly “invalid” bailors of Mr. and Mrs. Hughes 
and hundreds of other Voters "known” to have 
committed a crime. By late November, the McCrory- 
NCGOP team had charged about 609 voters in 3.7 
counties with committing fraud or casting suspect 
absentee ballots - but despite an avalanche of legal 
filings and the constant drumbeat of “serious voter 
fraud,” nearly all the accusations proved to be faise. 

Aysha Nasir of Orange County thought she was 
targeted as an illegal voter because of her Muslim- 
sounding name. She felt harassed and vulnerable. 
“You obey the law, you do all the stuff you’re 
supposed to, and then some person just randomly, 
without any burden of proof can accuse you of 
breaking the law,” she said. 


Joseph Golden, a Brunswick County voter 
accused of double voting, felt upset and humiliated 
after seeing his name appear on the front pages of 
three area newspapers. As a newcomer to the county, 
he was especially disturbed that someone on social 
media called him out and wrote, ‘There's a cheater 
amongst us.” 

Another falsely accused voter, Robert Chadwick 
of Wake County, said, “It was a total shock. It really 
hurt me.” 

Hughes, Nasir, Golden, and Chadwick are the 
victims of irresponsible charges of voter fraud filed 
by agents of the Pat McCrory campaign and NC 
Republican Party. Thev are the innocent casualties of 
what happens when outrageous claims of voter fraud 
are used as a weapon for political sain . In truth, we 
are all harmed by this strategy because it undennines 
public faith in the election process and is often used 
to justi fy irrati onal barriers to voting. 

The MeCrory-NCGOP’s use of voter fraud goes 
even further. Democracy North Carolina talked with 
dozens of voter-victims, county election officials, 
and the Republicans involved in filing charges of 
fraud in various counties. This report, based ori those 
interviews and a review of public records, reveals 
that the McCrory campaign and NC Republican 
Party engaged m a coordinated legal and Duplicity 
crusade tc disrupt and potentially corrupt, the 
electjons process with what amounted to fraudulent 
charges of voter fraud . 

The cnisade did not stop even after McCrory's 
attorneys were told by some elections officials that 
their claims were wrong, that they were confusing 
voters’ names with otiiei people, that they were 
using bad data. Instead of stopping, the attorneys 
caused more charges to be filed that maligned more 
innocent voters. And, in conjunction with tke'NC 
Republican Party, they continued a coordinated 


*Bob Hall is executive director and Isela Gutierrez is associate research director of Democracy North Carolina. This report, written 
in April 2017, is available at wwvj.democracy-n c .org or contact Democracy NC, 1821 Green St.,. Durham, NC27705; 919-286-6000. 
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attack on the legitimacy of certain ballots and the 
election outcome, despite the clear harm inflicted on 
individual voters arid the election process. 

Carol Turner, a Moore County voter falsely 
accused of committing fraud, asked us a crucial 
question: “Where are the laws that protect those of 
us who haven’t done anything wrong and allow those 
who want to make up these stories to be able to do 
that?” 

Based on our interviews and research. Democracy 
North Carolina is calling on state and federal 
officials to undertake a criminal investigation into 
the activities of the attorneys and other agents of the: 
Pat McCrory campaign and NC Republican Party 
that may have violated state and federal laws, 
particularly laws against harassing and intimidating 
innocent voters, corrupting the election process, and 
obstructing the election canvass. Relevant statutes 
include 18 U.S.C. § 594; 18 U.S.C. § 241; NCOS § 
163-274(3); NCOS § 163-275(4); and NCOS § 163- 
275(17). 


SI. THE'C?H!SAi»£ 

Oh election night 201 6 , Gov. Pat McCrory 
drought he won reelection — until late returns from 
Durham County put Roy Cooper ahead by about 
5,000 votes out of 4.7 million cast. For the next 
month, tire McCrory campaign and NC Republican 
Party waged a vigorous crusade to give McCrory the 
victory he felt he deserved. The chief weapon 
became the “election protest,” a legal proceeding 
designed to pinpoint and remedy serious mistakes, 
misconduct and other “irregularities” that could 
impact the outcome of an election. Within 24 hours 
of the polls closing, the McCrory-NCGOP team 
began deploying resources to research and prepare 
election protests in counties across the state. 

What began as an understandable call for Durham 
County to review its procedures for handling 94,000 
ballots soon devolved into bombastic allegations of 
widespread “voter fraud” in dozens of counties. The 
discovery that a small number of African-American 
members of the Bladen County Improvement 
Association signed as witnesses for hundreds of 
absentee ballots in Bladen County — which is not 
illegal - became the flimsy basis for the McCrory- 
NCGOP team to protest over 400 absentee ballots in 
Bladen, Halifax, Greene, Franklin, and other 


miEW&m SmTOTgS 

Federal Law, U.5. Code 

18 U.S.C. § 594 Whoever intimidates, threatens, 
coerces, or attempts to intimidate, threaten, or coerce, 
any other person for the purpose of interfering with 
the right of such other person to vote or lo vote as he 
may choose, prof causing such other person to vote 
for, or not to vote for, any candidate for the office of 
President, Vice President,... .shall be fined under this 
title or imprisoned not more than one year, or both. 

18 U.5.C. § 241 if two or more persons conspire to 
injure, oppress, threaten, or intimidate any person in 
any State,.,. in the free exercise or enjoyment of any 
right or privilege secured to him by the Constitution or 
laws of the United States, or because of his having so 
exercised the same .... [tjhey shall be fined under this 
title or imprisoned not more than ten years, or both. 

NC General Statutes; It shal I be unlawful . . . 

NCGS § 163-274(3) For any person to .,. interfere 
with the possession: of any ballot box, election book, 
ballot, or return sheet by those entitled to possession 
of the same under the law, or to interfere in any 
manner with the performance of any duty imposed by 
law upon any election 1 officer or member of any board 
of elections; 

NCGS § 163-275(4) For any person knowingly to swear 
falsely with respect to any matter pertaining to any 
primary or election. 

NCGS § 163-275(17) For any person, directly or 
indirectly, to misrepresentthe law to the public 
through mass mailing or any other means of 
communication where the intent and the effect isto 
intimidate or discourage potential voters from 
exercising their lawful right to vote: 


counties with African-American voter mobilization 
groups. In addition, the McCrory-NCGOP team used 
a deeply flawed data-matching process to file pro¬ 
tests accusing 119 individuals, by name, of commit¬ 
ting fraud by either (1) voting while serving a felony 
sentence dr (2) voting in two states. Another set of 
protests sent to county boards of elections identified 
23 ballots cast by “dead voters,” which turned; out to 
mean the voter died before Election Day after casting 
a ballot early; i.e., there was no fraud. 

Altogether, not counting the live/dead voters, 
allegations of illegal voting directly affected about 
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600 ballots across the state, while insinuations of 
greater fraud and malfeasance reached into six 
figures. Ultimately, officials at the Republican- 
controlled boards of elections upheld the Durham 
County vote, count, dismissed dozens of protests in 
other counties, and determined that fewer than 30 of 
the 600 .allegedly suspect ballots were illegally cast 
or counted - and, importantly, most of those were 
apparently cast by accident or out of ignorance of the 
voting rules for probationers, rather than an intent to 
cheat. 

In short, more than 95 percent of the 600 ballots 
identified in protests were cast by legal voters. 

Through open records requests and interviews, 
Democracy NO determined that a majority of the 
protests were prepared and sent by email to the 
county boards of elections by attorneys retained by 
the McCrory campaign from the Warrenton, VA- 
based law firm of Holtzman Vogel Josefiak 
Torchinsky (HVJT). The attorneys also prepared a 
smaller number of similar protests that local 
Republican officials hand-delivered to their county 
board of elections. Disclosure reports on the State 
Board of Elections' website indicate the Pat 
McCrory Committee and Pat McCrory Committee 
Legal Defense Fund paid the HVJT law firm 
$98,000 in late November and December 2016. 

A barrage of near-daily media releases and press 
conferences made it seem like the election outcome 
hung on the balance of ferreting out fraudulent 
ballots. “With each passing day, we discover more 
and more cases of voting fraud and irregularities,’ 5 
said McCrory campaign manager Russell Peck. “We 
intend to make sure that every vote is properly 
counted and serious voter fraud concerns are 
addressed before the results of the election can be 
determined.” The McCrory campaign claimed 
protests were being filed against voter fraud in 52 
hhiintias and against tainted absentee ballots in 12 
counties - but about a third of each type of protest 
never, materialized. 

As a candidate, Pat McCrory could have 
personally signed each of the protests. But, for 
whatever reason, the NC Republican Party and 
McCrory campaign coordinated a large effort to find 
a local registered voter to sign each county’s protest. 
Generally, they chose an officer in the county 
Republican Party who was not a lawyer and who 
readily agreed to sign the protest without much 


knowledge of evidence, behind its accusations.’in 
some cases, the officer simply.authorized the. 
attorney to sign-for them by email or: over the phone. 
Protests, need not be notarized, and the protest signer 
need not'supply evidence to back up a charge or 
specifically attest that the Statements are truthful 
(Thanks in part to the complaints of innocent voters, 
the troubling ease with which.a person can file a 
claim of voter fraud, is being addressed'through the 
development of a new protest form by the State 
Board, of Elections.) 

Filing an election protest sets in motion a legal 
proceeding with a three-step process outlined,in state 
law: (1) a determination that the protest makes a 
proper claim; (2) a preliminary hearing to decide if. 
there is probable cause for a full hearing; and (3) a 
full, hearing with the protestor and parties affected to 
.resolve the issues identified. Different county boards 
of elections dismissed the McCrory protests at 

More than 95 percent of the 
600 ballots identified in protests 
were cast by legal voters. 

different stages, sometimes for as simple a reason as 
it named the wrong voter as a felon or it challenged 
the eligibility of a voter’s registration rather than 
claim a violation significantly impacted the vote 
Count in an election. 

The McCrory attorneys submitted the largest 
wave of protests onNovember 17, the day before the 
100 county boards were scheduled to conduct the 
official canvass to certify the 2016 election results. It 
quickly became apparent that many of the protests 
maligned innocent voters. For example, in a series of 
follow-up emails, all on November 17, the Stokes 
County board of elections director queried an 
attorney from the HVJT law firm and pointed out 
that the protest she sent named.a voter as a felon who 
had a different middle-name and lived in a different 
city from the -felon .identified: by the attorney. The 
attorney thanked the director and. wrote, “I will 
certainly look into it,” However, she did not 
.withdraw'the protest, which, could have spared the: 
vpter from, having his name appear in: two 
newspapers as someone accused of voter fraud. 

. Rather than retreat, the.McCrory-NC.GGP 
publicists escalated, their rhetoric about voter fraud. 
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and the team’s attorneys continued to disrupt arid 
delay certification of a winner with more protests 
and legal appeals, As more county boards of 
elections rejected the faulty protests, the McCrory ■ 
NCGGP team unsuccessfully filed new appeals and 
tried other legal maneuvers to convince the 
Republican majority on the State Board of Elections 
to rule that the election was riddled with fraud and 
irregularities. Some Republican leaders continued to 
inflate the magnitude of “serious voter fraud/’ but a 
majority of Republican election officials ultimately 
would not go along. 

Finally, on December 5, Pat McCrory conceded 
defeat. By then, with provisional ballots and late 
absentee ballots tallied, he trailed Roy Cooper by- 
more than 10,000 votes, which exceeded the margin 
to qualify for an automatic recount. 

Why would tire McCr oty- NCGGP team mount 
such a giant legal and publicity' campaign with so 
few cases of actual fraud? It’s possible they hoped to 
establish enough confusion about the fairness of the 
election to trigger a state law (NCOS 163-182.13A.) 
that would allow the Republican-controlled General 
Assembly to determine the winner. Whatever the 
plan, it failed - but not without inflicting substantial 
damage. 

For weeks, media reports bombarded the public 
with allegations of voter fraud and dozens of 
innocent voters had their reputations impugned and 
lives disrupted. Fortunately, elections officials 
stopped the coordinated use of phony protests to 
corrupt the election results, but they cannot undo the 
corrosive impact of voter-fraud hysteria on people’s 
faith in fair elections. The McCrory-NCGOP agents 
behind any proven acts of corruption or voter 
harassment should be held accountable to the fullest 
extent possible under federal and state laws: 


in. 

The county-by-county descriptions in the next 
section of this report help illuminate why four voters 
in Guilford County filed a defamation lawsuit in 
February 2017 against the man who wrongfully 
accused them of voter fraud. Other civil lawsuits 
may follow. But it will likely take a criminal 
investigation to go behind die local protest filer to 
uncover a larger pattern Of illegal activities and, as 
appropriate, hold accountable the attorneys and other 


architects of the McCrory-NCGOP crusade. 

Many details vary m tire next section’s profiles of 
the protests filed in counties. The victims varied by 
age, race, gender, and party affiliation. Most of those 
accused of voting in two states were first-time voters 
in North Carolina. Most of those accused' of voting 
while serving a felony sentence are Black. Most 

Soma Republican leaders continued to 
inflate the magnitude of fraud, but 
ultimately the majority of Republican 
election officials would not go along. 

striking are the common features that reveal a 
coordinated plan to potentially corrupt the,2016 
election with a multitude of unsubstantiated charges 
of election fraud and irregularities, wi thout regard 
for the harassment and harm inflicted on innocent 
voters. 

Important findings from the county-by-county 
profiles in Section IV include the following: 

• Agents of the McCrory' campaign prepared 
Election Protests charging individuals with voter 
fraud and then recruited local Republican leaders 
to file the protests without revealing to them the 
tenuous nature of the charges. 

• Even after the protest filer requested additional 
information, agents of the McCrory campaign 
failed to provide the person with substantiating 
evidence of the allegations. Many of the local 
Republican protest filers said they were “left 
hanging,” “got screwed,” or felt “disappointed” or 
even “victimized.” 

• The protests were all, or nearly all, prepared by 
attorneys with the law firm of Holtzman Vogel 
.Tcsefiak Torehir.sky. based in Warrenton. VA. 

The protests Were apparently hurriedly produced 
and often contained sloppy errors, incorrect 
references, and false or misleading information. 

• A minimum level of research would have revealed 
that dozens of the individuals charged with voter 
fraud in the protests were completely innocent. 
(For example, with a little practice, it takes less 
than 10 minutes to compare a voter’s name and 
age on North Carolina's voter registration and 
criminal offender databases.) 
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• Agents Of the McCrory campaign con tinued to 
pursue legal proceedings against individual voters 
even after county elections officials informed 
them that an allegation of voter fraud was false. 
Rather than alert the protest filer, the agent 
allowed the proceeding to continue. 

• In a rare case where a McCrory campaign official 
provided a sworn affidavit to support an 
allegation, the facts about the accused voter 
contradicted statements in the affidavit; i.e., the 
accused voter was decades older then the felon he 
supposedly matched, which would quickly he 
recognized if age was used to match a felon list 
with a voter list, as the sworn statement claimed, 

• Attorneys with the HVJT law finn did riot follow¬ 
up the protests they submitted by appearing at the 
preliminary hearings; they also told local protest 
filers they did not need to appear. Comity boards 
of elections often dismissed protests because they 
received no evidence to back up accusations. The 
l ack of follow up raises ques tions.about the real^ 
purpose of filing, a, blitz of pr otests : Was it was 
only a show to bolster the intense publicity about 
voter fraud tainting a fair election? 

• In some cases, protest filers who did their own 
independent research continued to pursue legal 
proceedings against individual voters even after 
discovering that the voter fraud charges were false 
and individuals were completely innocent. 

• Attorneys for the McCrary campaign and NC 
Republican Party continued to intervene and 
subvert the election with claims against voters that 
had been exposed as false, using new legal 
proceedings based on allegations that they knew 
or should have known were largely false. 

• The proceedings subverted and delayed the 
regular canvasses, diverted staff and administrat¬ 
ive resources, threatened to corrupt the results of a 
fair election, and burdened county and state 
boards of elections with complex legal, research 
and logistical problems at a time when they were 
already under great stress to finalize the election. 

• The accusations harassed and harmed individual 
voters emotionally, damaged their reputations, 
exposed them to public ridicule, intimidated them 
with unfamiliar and warrantless legal proceedings 
to void their ballot, and maligned their character 


STOKES COUNTY 

On "November 17, 2016, Jason Perry, director of the 
Stokes County Board of Elections, received an email 
with an attached protest signed by Susan McBride, a 
Stokes County Republican activist. The email came 
from the Virginia law firm of Holtzman Vogel 
Josefiafe Torchinsky, which represented: the McCrory 
campaign. The protest said Larry G. Smith cast an 
‘■invalid” ballot because he was “adjudged guilty of a 
felony.” Director Perry sent Susan McBride an email 
asking for information showing that Smith was 
serving a felony sentence. Shortly thereafter, Erin 

Even after the McCrory attorneys 
/earned that the protests named the 
wrong people, they continued to send 
protests naming innocent voters. 

Clark of HVJT sent Perry an email, saying McBride 
had forwarded the request to her, and she provided a 
hot link to the offender search tool on the NC 
Department of Public Safety’s website. Perry wrote 
back to Clark: “The website regarding state felons is 
what I was using. I’m not currently seeing this 
particular individual listed.” Clark sent back the link 
to a specific offended, with the note: “This is the 
guy.” 

Perry wrote back two more times oa November 
17 and explained again that the voter being charged 
in the protest was Barry G. Smith and not Larry D. 
Smith, the felon referenced by Clark’s web link. 
Perry told. Clark he checked with county sheriffs 
office and they also “couldn’t find anything 
regarding Larry Gray Smith” with a felony 
conviction hut did find Larry D. Smith, who was 
convicted and also removed from the registration 
rolls in Wilkes County. “That’s about 1.5 hours or so 
away from Stokes County,” added Perry. “I didn’t 
find anything for Larry G. Smith, whose voter 
registration in Stokes: County dates back to 1992.” 

In response, Erin Clark of the law firm wrote, “I 
will certainly look Into it. Thank you for the open 
dialogue, I really appreciate it.” That’s the last that 
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Perry beard from .her. instead of withdrawing the 
protest or notifying Susan McBride to withdraw it, 
the process continued. Perry’s board met arid 
scheduled a preliminary hearing. He notified the law 
firm and Susan McBride but heard nothing back. On 
November 21, the board convened and Perry 
presented the email exchange, information about 
Larry D. Smith’s voting and criminal, records, and 
information about Lanry G. Smith, including his 
handgun permit indicating his non-felony status. 
According to the minutes of the meeting, the board 
chair “noted that he knew Larry Gray Smith and had 
spoken to him earlier inthe day” to let him know 
about the charge against him, and Smith “said he is 
in fact not a felon.” The minutes record that Susan 
McBride, the accuser, attended the meeting but when 
asked, “She did not provide any additional 
information regarding the protest.” The Republican- 
majority board dismissed the protest by a unanimous 
vote. 

A couple days later, Larry G- Smith told a 
reporter with the News Sc Observer that he was glad 
“everything’s straightened out.” He added, “The sad 
part of it is I voted for MeCrory.” (Indeed, the 
innocent voters Democracy NC interviewed included 
several Republicans or voters who. supported 
McGrory.) 


ALAMANCE COUNTY 

Steven Carter, a local Republican activist, said he 
was asked to file the. protests “by. an attorney from 
the Pat McCrary campaignHe thought they would 
send hint some documentation to back up the protest 
or at least have the material to present at the hearing. 
But they didn’t. 

Jennifer Hook came home from the night shift to 
find a notice about a hearing regarding Carter’s 
charge that she had voted la two different states. It 
was her anniversary and she planned to get some 
sleep before a celebrationdinner. Instead, “my whole 
day was ruined,” she said. She became “very scared” 
and called her mother in Maryland. She was worried 
because she had never voted in person before and 
thought she may have done something wrong. She 
wondered if she needed a lawyer. The date of the 
hearing oh the notice had passed, but when she 
called the Alamance County Board of Elections, she 
was told it had been rescheduled to that very day, 
beginning in less than an hour. 


Hook rushed to the; county elections office 'in 
Graham and didn’t realize her accuser, Steven 
Carter, was there. “They asked me if I knew him and 
I told them I’ve neve: seen him before, and he said 
he’d never seen me.” After some additional 
questions, she and a county Staff person left to 
contact election officials in Baltimore who verified 
that they had sent Hook art absentee ballot for the’ 
primary, which was not returned, and did not send 
.her anything for the,November election. Armed.with 
that information* they returned to the hearing, and. 
the protest- was: finally dismissed.. 

'While, they were out of the room, the. board 
considered the protest regarding two voters alleged, 
to have current felony convictions. The elections 
staff found that one voter was indeed serving a 
felony sentence that began in mid-September. The . 
■other voter, Ricky M. Long, had long ago finished 
his felony sentence.and was currently on probation 
for a misdemeanor offense. After prolonged 
discussed, . the board agreed that he was eligible to 
vote. Reached in March 2017, Long was not happy 
with being accused of voter fraud. “That’s crazy,” he 
told Democracy North Carolina. “I’ve voted in the 
past four elections. No problem. Now somebody’s 
saying this about me : .? That don’t make any sense." 

Steven Carter, who signed the protest, also wound 
up feeling frustrated by the experience. He expected 
to see the McGrory attorney at the hearing with solid 
evidence. A Republican attorney attended but had 
nothing to offer. “I was kind of left screwed,” Carter 
told us. The whole thing “was a pain in the butt,” he 
said. “I won’t do it again.” 

CUMBERLAND COUNTY 

Jerry Reinoehl, a Republican activist who has 
challenged voters in the county in the past, told 
Democracy North Carolina that the “McGrory legal 
defense team” asked him to file two protests - one 
naming a voter, “adjudged guilty of a felony,” 
according to the protest, and the other naming, seven 
voters who the protest said were “known to have 
voted in multiple states." The two.protests with 
RemoehTs signature were sent to the Cumberland 
County Board of Elections in an email on November 
] 7 by attorney Erin Clark of .the ! fVJT law firm. 

Clark told Reinoehl he didn't need to attend the 
. preliminary hearing for the protest,, but he went 



205 of 278 


Exhibit 2.2.2.1 

- 7 - 


anyway — and nobody from the McCrory team 
showed up. “I was left to hang out to dry” he said. “I 
suspected I would be disappointed.” He’s been 
‘Victimized” by the poor research of the Republican 
Party in the past, he said, so he did his own research 
before the meeting, using.the commercial website 
BeenVeiified and his frequent downloads of records 
from the State. Board of Elections. 

He easily confirmed the person identified with a 
felony had been convicted in early October, but he 
could only confirm that one of the seven people 
accused of voting in two states had done so.. The 
others seemed to be cases of confusing a Jr. and Sr. 
or some other form of “mistaken identity ” he said. 
He was disappointed that the McCrory/NCGOP legal 
team “didn’t do their research to sort it out,” and.he 
wrote them a memo criticizing their inferior work. 

"I was left to hang out to dry .... [The 
McCrory/NCGOP legal team] didn't do 
their research /' - Jerry Reinoehl local 
Republican who filed the protest 


At the preliminary hearing on November 21, 
Reinoehl presented some information, but only the 
board chair supported taking the matter to a full 
hearing; the protests were dismissed by a 2 to 1 vote. 
Reinoehl was unhappy the protests were lumped 
together into One motion, but when asked if he told 
the board that the focus should be on the two illegal 
votes he personally verified and that six of the 
accused were innocent, he said, “No, I didn’t let 
them know. I intended to withdraw those if it got 
past the initial, hearing.” He still feels part of his frE?* 
protest is “going to be successful” because details w\ 
about the. two voters were sent to the.State Board of 
Elections and referred to the local district attorney i 
for further action. | 

One. of the innocent voters doesn’t see the protest I 
as “successful.” Betty B. Adams, accused of double t 
voting, was outraged .when she received the elections j 
board’s notice about the charge against her. “I was ; 
literally shocked. I was upset for several days,” she j 
said. “I was thinking about suing, whoever was i 

behind this.” She’s been involved in grassroots | 

politics for years and is disturbed to see “things ] 
going backwardis.” She call ed the protests, part of a 1 
“voter suppression” effort, j 


BUNCOMBE COUNTY 

Attorney Steven.Saxe of the"Virginia, law firm sent 
two protests to Buncombe County Board of Election 
on November 23 — nearly a week after his colleague 
Erin Clark learned about her faulty protest for Stokes 
County and several days after multiple counties 
dismissed, protests for a lack of evidence or mistaken 
identity. The two protests were signed by Eldon S. 
(Buck) .Newton HI, the losing'Republican candidate 
for Attorney General. One protest alleged a dead 
person cast a ballot, which turned out to mean the 
person died before Election Day, after casting a 
ballot early. The other protest from Newton said the 
board “must invalidate” the ballot of Earl Lordman 
of Asheville because he is a person “adjudged guilty 
of a felony,” But that accusation is completely false. 
Lordman is not serving a felony sentence, nor has he 
ever been “adjudged guilty of a felony.” 

The. protest against.Lordman is unusual not only 
beeause. it was filed after canvass day by a candidate 
for NC Attorney General; it was also accompanied 
by a sworn affidavit supporting the research behind 
the allegation. The affidavit from Ryan Terrill who 
described himself as “the political director for the Pat 
McCrory Committee,” said the McCrory Committee 
used "publicly available data” to compare criminal 
conviction and voting records “ro identify voters 
who had improperly voted due to not having active 
voting rights for the 2016 General Election.” And 
thenhesays, “To enhance the accuracy of these 
comparisons, the Pat McCrory Committee matched 
with multiple criteria, including both name and age 
information.” 

The affidavit included an appendix with copies Of 
the criminal record of “Earl Lordman Jr,” which 
included his age and date of birth. But the voter 
registration records show Earl Lordman Jr. lives: at a 
different address in Buncombe County than the one 
given in the protest, which is the address for Earl. 
Lordman "Sr. Voter records confirm the'ages of the 
two men are. .clearly different. Despite the sworn 
affidavit, the protest confused Earl Lordman Jr. and 
Sr. Furthermore,.the criminal record.provided With, 
the. affidavit shows that Earl Lordman Jr. is not even 
serving a felony ■sentence; it shows he: is on 
probation for a.misdemeanor conviction, and the 
sentence for his prior felony conviction was' 
completed, in May 2014. In a double mistake* the 
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protest contused Earl Lordraan Sr. with his son, who 
it turns out is also eligible to vote. 

Lordraan Sf. was unhappy and frustrated by being 
falsely accused. “Why are they causing a problem 
where there is no problem/’ be wondered. He 
thought “a higher threshold” of proof should be 
required before someone could misuse the system to 
put people’s names in the public record as 
comimtting voter fraud. ‘‘It’s sad,” he said. “It.should 
be stopped.” 


WAYNE COUNTY 

Albert Artis Sr. of Pikeville was accused of voting in 
North Carolina and Georgia by Brent Heath, chair of 
the Wayne County Republican Party. The protest 
was emailed to the Wayne County Board of 
Elections by Steve Roberts, an attorney for the Pat ' J 
McCrory campaign with the HV.fT law firm. It said 
that Artis’ cast an “invalid” ballot because he was 
“known to have voted in multiple states.” We 
reached Artis in February 2017 at his son’s home in 
Georgia. He explained that he and his wife spend 
several months each year in Georgia and often vote 
by absentee mail in North Carolina’s fall elections. 
Told about being accused of also voting in Georgia 
in 2016, he said, “That’s not right. It’s not me. 
They've got me confused with somebody else.” 

Wayne County’s daily newspaper. The Goldsboro 
News. Argus , wrote about the Wayne County Board 
of Elections meeting where the protest against Artis 
was discussed, publishing his name and his 
hometown. “The people that filed the protest did not 
show up and did not present any evidence,” Wayne 
County Elections Director Dane Beavers told the 
paper. “We had no grounds to rule on so it was 
dismissed.” 

But the. accuser; Brent,Heath, still thinks Albert 
Artis Sr. committed voted fraud. Reached ax his 
home on March 5, 2017, Heath said that he filed the 
protest “in conjunction with the McCrory 
campaign.” He said, “They provided some 
.information but 1 did the research.” He felt 
“confident it is accurate.” His research found that 
Artis voted in Georgia and. was registered at the 
same Georgia address where his' North' Carolina 
absentee, ballot was sent. When told that. Artis was 
staying at the home of Ms son Albert Artis Jr. and 
perhaps-he got the two men confused. Heath insisted 


Be was “absolutely” certain Artis Sr. voted in 
Georgia. He said “the date of birth and everything” 
matched up with Artis Sr. But Heath is wrong. A 
call to th.e Gwinnett County Voter Registration and 
Elections Office revealed that Artis Sr., age 73, Is not 
registered, but Artis Jr. is. He’s the one who voted in 
the November 2016 election from the Lawrenceville, 
GA address, not Albert Artis Sr. 


HALIFAX COUNTY 

On November 17, Steve Roberts, attorney for Pat 
McCrory’s campaign a: the HVJT law firm, sent a 
protest to the Halifax County Board of Elections 
signed by R. J. Myrick, vice chair of the Halifax 
County Republican Party. Li the protest, Myrick 
alleged that “a scheme to operate an absentee ballot 
mail” was funded by the state Democratic Party 
through a local African-American political action 
committee and “used to harvest ballots voting for the 
Democratic slate of candidates.” Myrick lists Jeff 
Hau ser of Raleigh, then director qJinfecSEHffairs for 
the Pat McCrory campaign, as a witness, of tihe ;r _ 
“misconduct” which “appears to be similar to the 
pattern of witness signatures found in Bladen 
County, whereby one individual” witnesses many 
absentee ballots. 

Myrick told Democracy NC that the protest was 
put together by the McCrory campaign or 
Republican.headquarters in Raleigh. He said, “They 
couldn’t find anybody to sign it so I agreed. I’m 
retired and have the time.” He’s, not-sure why the 
county Republican Party chair didn’t sign, but they 
seemed in. a rush to. get, die protest filed.. “They were 
desperate to find someone." 

The protest named two individuals who witnessed 
“at least IS” and “at least 6” absentee ballots, 
respectively. There is no law against a person being a 
witness for .multiple absentee voters. Nevertheless, 
Myrick’s protest asked the county elections board to 
“conduct a full investigation into these absentee 
ballots witnessed by multiple individuals, arid review 
all witness signatures on these absentee ballot 
envelopes to look for evidence of obvious ballot 
harvesting.’'- It then declared, “The confirmation of 
these allegations would, cast doubt on the outcome of 
any number of elections up and down the ballot. 
Including the historically close race for Governor.” 

At the' mutest hearing, Halifax County Board of 
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Elections Chair Sandra Partin, a Republican, said she 
reviewed Myrick’s allegations about multiple ballots 
witnessed by the same person. “He doesn’t go on to 
say how this is illegal,” Partin said. “It’s not. The 
law does not put a limit on how many witnesses 
[there can be]. He offers no proof as to why it 
should be illegal.” The board found no evidence of 
misconduct and unanimously dismissed Myrick’s 
protest. 

After the. meeting, the McCrory campaign told the 
News & Observer that it xvould appeal the Halifax 
County ruling and that similar allegations were being 
filed in a total of .12 counties about illegal absentee 
mills funded, by the Democratic Party. “The evidence 
of this voter fraud must be taken seriously if we are 
going to have any faith in our system,” declared 
Ricky Dia 2 , spokesman for the McCrory campaign. 

U.S. Rep. G.K. Butterfield attended the hearing in 
Halifax County and came away with a different 
conclusion. “It’s obviously a coordinated effort by 
Pat McCrory as he is going down in defeat, to find 
some kind of creative ways to reverse his defeat,” he 
told the N&Q. “There’s a direct correlation between 
the counties that were selected for challenges and the 
active participation of black political action 
committees. This is targeting the African-American 
community and their participation In the election.” 

Katherine Turner, one of the two individuals 
named in the Halifax County protest for signing as a 
witness to absentee ballots, told Democracy NC that 
she was “really shocked how that could be voter 
fraud.” She received a notice about the hearing but It 
didn’t say she needed to attend, so she didn’t. She 
didn’t see how being a witness could be a crime and 
bristled .at the insinuation that she signed or filled out 
ballots in place of the voter. “That never happened,” 
she said. “'When I got word that I might be charged 
with voter .fraud, I thought Tet them bring it on’ 
because I know I did nothing wrong.” She said she 
found the whole experience confusing, unnerving 
and very unpleasant 

BLADEN COUNTY 

The McCrory-NCGOP claim about “a scheme to 
operate an absentee ballot mail” arose from an 
unusually large number of votes for a write-in 
candidate, on the absentee ballots in Bladen County. 
The county board of elections began studying those 


ballots and alerted the State Board of Elections of 
possible wrongdoing. The handwriting of one of the 
witness signatures often matched the handwriting on 
the write-in line of the ballot- if the witness helped 
the voter by filling in. the candidate’s name on the 
ballot,.a box indicating the assistance should have 
been checked on the baLIot envelope. There was a 
much bigger concern: Did. the witness .forge the 
voter’s signature and illegally cast a ballot for 
another person? 

Gh election night, the rumors, of illegal voting 
caught up with. L. McCrae Dowless, file Incumbent 
candidate for Soil and Water Conservation District 
Supervisor. He watched the returns at the county 
board of elections office and saw the large number Of 
votes for his opponent, Franklin Graham, the write- 
in candidate. The next day, he began asking, more 
questions, and soon the chair of the Bladen County 
Republican Party called to see if he would, talk with 
an attorney from the. McCrory campaign. A 
handwriting expert had already been retained from 
the Charlotte area, and the McCrpiy-NCGOP team 
was ready to blow up her findings with a media 
splash and legal protest. 

Dowless told Democracy NC he authorized an 
attorney from the HVJT law firm to sign his name to 
the protest and submit it to the Bladen: County Board 
of Elections on November 15. He didn’t see it or 
know the full extent of its allegations. The protest 
didn’t holdback. It claimed “literally hundreds of 
fraudulent ballots were cast” as the result of “a 
massive scheme to run an absentee ballot mill 
involving hundreds of ballots, perpetrated by and 
through the Bladen County Improvement 
Association PAC,” a political committee funded with 
donations from its local members, the NC Democrat 
Party, and Democratic candidates. 

The McCrory campaign’s press release said the 
evaluation of ballot envelopes by a handwriting 
expert provided “shocking evidence resulting from a 
blatant scheme to try to impact the voting results of 
an entire county and perhaps even sway statewide 
and federal elections,” including the gubernatorial 
race. “With hundreds of fraudulent votes found in 
just one North Carolina county for a straight 
Democratic ticket, close examination, of this election 
is required to make sure the true winner of the 
election is properly determined,” said HVJT attorney 
Jason Torchinsky, described in the release as legal 
counsel for the Pat McCrory Committee Legal 
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Defense Fund. ‘The staggering evidence of voter 
fraud in Bladen County and the number of similar 
PACs that the North Carolina Democratic Party 
donated to shortly before the start of early vote 
requires close examination throughout the state.” 

The State Board of Elections already had 
investigators interviewing voters and members of the 
Bladen County Improvement Association PAC 
(BCIAC). After countless hours of research, local 
meetings and protest hearings, lotsofstalewide 
media attention, and an appeals hearing in Raleigh, 
the truth finally came out: neither the McCrory 
campaign nor the state’s investigators could find a 
single case where a BCIAC member or volunteer 
forged a voter’s signature or marked the ballot 
against the voter’s wishes. At the end of the appeals 
hearing in Raleigh, the State Board members voted 
to dismiss the protest (Ironically, the only evidence 
of a forged ballot presented at the appeals hearing 
pointed to a volunteer associated with Dowless’ 
campaign who may have voted a stolen absentee 
ballot) 


NORTHAMPTON COUNTY 

Raymond Dyer, chair of the Northampton County 
Republican Party, emailed his.protest about an 
“absentee ballot mill” to the Northampton County 
Board of Elections, Dyer told Democracy NC that he 
“got the stuff’ from Steve Roberts, the McCrory 
campaign; attorney with HVJT. He acknowledged 
that the protest didn’t have details about his county 
and said Roberts explained he “couldn’t provide any 
because of the ongoing investigation in Bladen 
County.” The Northampton protest used the same 
language, format and general accusation as other 
protests about “harvesting” absentee ballots. This 
cookie-cutter approach often led to sloppy errors in 
the protests. For example, Raymond Dyer’s protest 
in the Northampton County included this statement 
“To confirm the integrity of the absentee ballots cast 
in Durham County, my representative visited the 
county’s Board of Elections on November 16,2016 . 
.. to visually inspect the absentee ballots .... I was 
denied access to visually review these documents.” 

It is doubtful mat Dyer went to Durham to review 
ballots east in Northampton County. 

Dyer’s emailed protest apparently never reached 
the Northampton County Board of Elections. Board 


director Susie Squire said. she. heard about the protest 
but.never received .it, so no action was taken by her 
board. 


GREENE COUNTY 

Sara Sparks, chair of the Greene County Republican 
County Party, hand delivered her protest.alleging “a 
scheme"to operate an. absentee ballot mill." It; also 
forgot to change “Durham County” in one part to 
“Greene County,” but it' included specific 
allegations, based on research by McCrory campaign 
staffer Jeff Hauser, that three Greene County 
residents witnessed “at least 72,” “at least 11 ” and 
“at least 10 other” ballots, respectively. 

Sparks said one of the staff people with the. 
McCrory campaign asked her to sign the protest and 
putherin touch with the attorney who prepared it. “I 
really didn’t write it or know anything about it,” she 
told Democracy 'NC- “My name is on it, but! didn't 
write it.” .She hand delivered it to the Greene County 
'Board of Elections and' thought they handled, the 
protest very well 

Board of Elections director Steve Hines said his, 
office took the time to compare the voter’s signature 
on absentee ball otto the signatures of the witnesses 
and to the signature;on the voter’s registration card. 
They found no irregularities. In addition, the 
individuals named in the protest for witnessing 
multiple ballots took the trouble; of bringing sworn 
affidavits to the preliminary hearing attesting that 
they did not sign ballots in place of voters. 

FRANKLIN COUNTY 

Danny Pearce, a vi ce chair of the Franklin County 
Republican Party, delivered a protest about “an 
absentee ballot mill” to the Franklin County Board of 
Elections on November 17. The protest references 
the.one.filed in Bladen County and said that Emily 
Weeks, a staff member of the NC Republican Party 
in Raleigh (now press' secretary for the NC GO?), 
“attempted 'to inspect absentee ballots or envelopes 
in Franklin County and was denied-twice.” 

LiSa.GQSW.ick, director of the. Frank! in County' 
Board of Elections, said Emily Weeks first came on 
November 9, the.day after the election, which shows 
how quickly the MeCrory/NCGOP team began 



209 of 278 


Exhibit 2.2.2.1 

- 11 --— 


taking action. Goswick asked her to come back 
when the- crush, of processing ballots slacked up a 
little. Pearce came several day later and received 
permission to look at the absentee ballot envelopes 
after the county board met about his protest. 

Pearce told Democracy NC that he and his wife 
and Larry Norman, an attorney from Louisburg “sent 
by the Republican.Party,” looked over the ballot 
envelopes and found “about 40” that appeared to be 
witnessed by the same people. Pearce said the state 
GGP also sent “a young guy” who took notes and 
“was. very evasive with us.” Pearce said the protest 
and follow-up seemed to be coordinated through the 
attorney at the party, Tom Stark, who “was smack in 
the middle of it all.” 

Pearce became more suspicious when he saw that 
the witnesses were also active.with a.local African- 
American group, the Franklin County PAC, which 
the protest said received a donation from the NC 
Democratic Party. He compared the handwriting on 
their witness signatures to the voters’ signatures and 
found nothing irregular. “I was hoping it would turn 
up something,” he said, “butnothing was found.” 


MOORE COUNTY 

The protest for Moore County was sent by email 
from Steve Roberts of the HVJT law firm and signed 
by John Rowerdink, chair of the Moore County 
Republican Party. It declared that ballots of four 
individuals should be invalidated because they “were 
cast by the following persons known to have voted in 
multiple states.” Glenda Clendenin, director of the 
Moore County Board of Elections, said her staff 
researched the. allegations and notified the voters 
about a preliminary hearing scheduled to determine 
if sufficient evidence justified holding a full hearing. 
Clendenin’s research uncovered one of the rare cases 
where the evidence indicated, that someone did vote 
in two states in the 2016 general election. Kaley L 
Mulder* one of the four people, accused by 
Rowerdink, apparently voted in Florida and North 
Carolina - and then ,she moved, out of the county 
fairly quickly; The Moore County Board of 
Elections has referred her case to the local district 
attorney and the State Board of Elections. 

The other three voters accused by Rowedink are 
completely innocent and still upset that he could so 
easily begin a legal proceeding against them with no 


evidence. “I was shocked and horrified mid furious 
to leant our name was on a list with people who were, 
alleged to have broken a federal law',” said-Anne 
Hughes who was accused withher husband. “There 
should be a higher burden before people are accused 
of voting in two states,”' added William Hughes. 
“Everybody should have the same right to' be able to 
vote. -It’s the bedrock- of democracy,” 

The fourth voter accused, Carol Ann Turner, 
made a special effort to cancel her registration in 
Maryland.before.the genera! election. “They need to 
provide proof before-'they accuse me of voting 
twice,” she. said about her accuser. . She wondered 
why false claims of voter fraud are growing and 
getting more .attention. “Where are the-, laws, that 
protect those of us who haven ’t done anything wron 
and allow those who want to make tip these stories t 
■be. able to do that?” Turner s?. ; d what she feels “is 
disbelief, it’s anger, it’s frustration, but most of all 
it’s sadness that this is where we’re at.” 

Rowerdink, the county .Republican Party chair, 
has no'regrets about filing the protest. “It sounded 
credible and I wanted to support the' governor’s- 
campaign and didn’t want fraud to occur,” lie told 
Democracy-North Carolina, He had “no problem 
with filing it,” but he said he withdrew the protest at 
the preliminary hearing because “the legal team 
never provided evidence to support the claims ” He 
said he had an email exchange with McCrory’s team 
before the hearing, trying to get something to back 
up the protest. “They were not very responsive,” he 
Said. ''They left me hanging.” Lacking anything 
more to present to the board, he withdrew the 
protest. He feels his effort was justified because the : 
board’s staff learned through its own research that 
one of the voters had voted twice. 

LEE COUNTY 

On November 17, attorney Steven P. Saxe, of the 
HVJT law firm sent a protest to the Lee Comity 
Board of Elections that was signed fry Charles 
Staley, chair of the Lee County Republican Party, 
The protest falsely accused one voter of voting, while 
serving a felony sentence. Staley’s protest said he 
made;the accusation, “Based on a review of the 
public-records.” However, records at the 'NC 
Department of Public Safety clearly shows that the 
voter completed his felony sentence in January 1997, 
nearly a decade before the protest. 


>(JQ 
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Staley told Democracy North Carolina he 
“spearheaded the complaint’ 3 but it came from the 
McCrory campaign. He didn’t try to verify the 
information, but after the county board determined 
that the accused voter had, finished his sentence, 
Staiey said he “did my own investigation.” S taley is 
a former probation officer and.has access to a secure 
system to look up the Status of probationers. He used 
that system to verify that the man was “an eligible 
voter.” 

Staley also said he saw the whole list of people 
being accused as, felony voters by the McCrory 
campaign, but he didn’t try to verify their status. “I 
was on the inside of it all,” he said, but he recently 
retired, gave up his positions with the party, and is 
moving with his wife to Carteret County. He still 
believes that McCrory won . the, election and that 
votes were illegally added in Durham County after 
the election to give Roy Cooper and now Attorney 
General Josh Stein their victories. 

James W. Creacy,.the voter falsely accused by 
Staley, didn’t like being pulled into a political fight 
and publicly charged with, voter fraud because of a 
felony record from many years'earlier; He wondered 
how he could get his record expunged so his name 
wouldn’t he misused and his past wouldn’t create 
new problems. “I’m 68 now. It’s not fair,” he said. 

BRUNSWICK COUNTY 

On November 17, attorney Erin Clark,, attorney for 
Pat McCrOry’s campaign at the HVJT law firm, sent 
a protest to the Brunswick County Board of 
Elections signed by Joseph Ago vino, chair of the 
Brunswick County Republican Party. The protest 
accused Joseph D. Golden of voting in two states and 
said it is based “Upon review of early voting files 
from other states.” Agovino told Democracy NC 
that the GOP attorneys informed him they had 
“ironclad” evidence that Golden voted in Maryland’s 
general election, so he- agreed- to sign the protest. 
However, the Brunswick County Board of.Elections 
staff investigated, and. learned that Golden, although 
registered in Maryland earlier in. 2.01.6, did not vote 
there in the November election. The board notified 
Golden about a preliminary hearing, but said he. 
didn’t need to change his planned trip for that day 
because the matter would be easily resolved. 

However, Golden soon found his name on the 


frontpage of-the local newspapers as being, charged 
with voter fraud. Someone on social media wrote, 
“There’s a cheater amongst us.” Golden was. 
surprised and frustrated by the experience. “This is 
not how you. want to begin living in a hew 
community” he said. 

For his part, Agovino now wonders, “Why did I 
get myself involved in this crap.” Shortly before the 
hearing, he contacted the stare Republican Parly to 
get documentation from the attorney to back up the 
claim of double voting, but he was told “she’s left” 
and they had nothing for him. He felt “hung out to 
dry,” he told us. “I didn’t have enough information 
to follow through,” so on the day of the hearing, he 
withdrew the protest. But by then, the damage to 
Golden’s reputation and Agovmo’s credibility had 
been done. 

"Why did 1 get myself involved in this crap" 
- Joseph Agovino, after he couldn't get 

the attorney's help to back up his protest 

GUILFORD COUNTY 

Three protests filed in Guilford County say they’re 
from William C. Porter, but underneath his signature 
on each one are the words “authorized by / spr,” as in 
Steve P. Roberts, the HVJT attorney who emailed 
the protests to the county board of elections. Porter is 
a leader in the Guilford County Republican Party and 
attended the preliminary hearing where the county 
board discussed the protests. He may have thought 
he was just helping Gov. McCrory, but he got an 
earful after the hearing from Karen Niehans, one of 
the people he accused of voting in two states. Several 
Weeks later, Niehans, her husband, and two other ' 
voters falsely accused of: committing fraud filed a 
defamation lawsuit against Porter in Guilford County 
Superior Court. 

Karen Niehans learned about the preliminary 
hearing from a .certified.letter sent by the.Guilford 
County Board of Elections.. The letter said Mr. and 
Mrs-. Niehans’ “eligibility to vote” had been 
questioned and they should attend the hearing, hut 
attendance, wasn’t required. 'Karen, recounted- other 
confusing aspects of the prdeai to. Democracy NG, 
including being swdm. in at the hearing’ and grilled- 
by a board member, “Can you prove' you didn’t vote- 
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in another state?” Taken aback, she and her husband 
tried to explain they were new to tbs stats and only 
voted onee. Then Karen remembered she had an 
email exchange on Her phone with an elections 
official in Wisconsin that included her refusing the 
official’s offer to send an absentee ballot. The board 
finally voted to dismiss the protest. On her way out, 
Karen went to the bade of the room to confront her 
accuser, WiUiam Porter. “Why did you do this to 
us?” she demanded. He had no answer for her. 

Gabriel Tbabet, a registered Republican, finished 
parole for his felony sentence 17 years ago, but 
Potter accused him of illegal voting in 2016. In an 
opinion column published in the Greensboro News 
& Record , Tbabet said the accusation “scared me to 
death.” He thought he must have done something 
wrong, but finally realized “I was the person, who 
was wronged.” He said he decided to “fight back” by 
joining the defamation, lawsuit against Porter. “At the 
national level, accusations have been made that 
millions of people voted i llegally in this past 
election. These are broad and baseless allegations 
with an apparent intent to intimidate people — like 
me - from voting,” he wrote. “Now is the time that 
voters fight back against false accusations.” 


ORANGE COUNTY 

On November 17, Orange Count/ Republican Party 
Vice-Chair Evelyn Poole-Kober accused six voters 
of voting in multiple states; they were mostly UNG- 
CH students or recent graduates. Steven Saxe of the 
HVJT law firm sent the protest to the Orange County 
Board of Elections, in an email attachment Tracy 
Reams, director of the elections board, followed up 
with Poole-Kober, who said she suspected the voters 
cast ballots in Maryland in addition to North 
Carolina. The election board staff contacted officials 
in Maryland and learned that, while all the voters had 
previously been registered there, none cast absentee 
or other ballots m Maryland’s general election. 

Poole Kober did not attend the preliminary 
hearing ori November I S, and no one else provided 
evidence to support tire piotest. According to die 
minutes of the meeting, Board member Jamie Cox 
noted that “there is a complete lack of substantial 
evidence that indicate a violation Of election laws or 
other irregularity or misconduct.... Mr. Cox felt the 
protest was filed to delay canvass and frivolous in 
nature given the fact that the protestor was not 


present. Mr. Cox made a motion and Mr. Randall 
seconded the motion that the protest be dismissed. 
The motion was unanimous. The Board dismissed 
the protest at 11:40 am.” 

Aysha Nasir, a graduate of UNC and one of the 
accused voters, initially suspected that her ballot was 
being challenged because “of my Muslim name.” It 
made her feel “targeted” and “awfully vulnerable” to 
be picked out and accused of something she didn’t 
do. After seeing the names of other voters similarly 
charged, she realized her name wasn't the issue, but 
she still felt subject to arbitrary harassment. “You 
obey the law, you do all the stuff you’re supposed to, 
and then some person just randomly; without any 
burden of proof, can accuse you of breaking the 
law,” she said. 


MECKLENBURG COUNTY 

On November 17, attorney Erin Clark with HVJT 
sent a protest to the Mecklenburg County Board of 
Elections signed by Brenda Brown, voter registration 
chair of the Mecklenburg County Republican Party. 
Tae protest accused two voters of voting while 
serving a Felony sentence. It is based “Upon review 
of the North Carolina Department of Corrections 
active prisoner and parole database.” Brown told 
WFAE-FM radio that she filed the protest because 
“there were things in 2012 and in previous elections 
that concerned me, and then at the very last minute 
when our voter ID elections laws were overturned, I 
was concerned we would sec that exact same 
problem again.” But Brown presented no evidence 
to back up her claims, 

Freddie Williams, who Brown falsely accused of 
committing voter fraud, is concerned, too. He’s 
worried that it’s too easy to file irresponsible charges 
against innocent voters. He thinks “it’s a good idea” 
for the State Board of Elections to require people to 
present some evidence to back up their claim before 
a complaint is accepted, 

ROCKINGHAM COUNTY 

Local Republican Party activist Thomas Schoolfield 
hand delivered his protest to the Rockingham County 
Board of Elections, charging three voters with voting 
in two states. However, all three accusations proved 
to be false and the board voted to dismiss the protest. 
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According to Tina Caldwell, director of the elections 
board, one of the accused voters had a different 
middle name and different age from the voter who 
cast the ballot in the second state, Washington. 

The other two voters, Cheryl and James 
Holcombe, had voted in the Virginia primary but 
moved to North Carolina, registered and voted only 
in this state in the general election. ‘This is all very 
alarming to us,” Cheryl. Holcombe said- after learning 
that she and her husband were accused of voter 
fraud. Thomas Schooifield, a trustee of the 
Rockingham County Community' College and retired 
executive from Burlington Mills, didn’t want to 
discuss his. protest with Democracy NC, saying only 
that it turned out there was “no record of them 
having voted, in two states.” 

FORSYTH COUNTY 

On November 17, attorney Steve Roberts with HVJT 
sent two protests to the GBOE signed by Linda 
Petrou, vice chair of the Forsyth County Republican 
Party, One protest named two voters who it said had 
died - but one of them turned Out to be alive . The 
other protest accused two voters of voting while 
serving a felony sentence: “It really concerns me 
when I see people who aren’t eligible to vote 
voting,” Petrou told the News & Observer . She said 
she would not have filed the protest “if some lawyer 
friends of mine hadn’t approached me.” When 
informed, that one of her accused voters was not 
serving a felon sentence, she sluffed it off: “I don’t 
think anyone: pays attention,” she told the reporter. 

The falsely accused voter, Barron R. McCollum, 
was not amused. “They should at least find out if I’m 
still considered a felon instead of taking it for 
granted,” he told Democracy NC. McCollum said he 
didn’t like the fact that Petrou seemed concerned 
about voters she thought cheated but not about 
people who filed bogus protests. He was notified 
about the preliminary hearing, but the: letter arrived 
after the meeting had already begun. The Forsyth 
County Board of Elections unanimously dismissed 
the protest because it received no evidence, to. 
substantiate the accusations. Petrou told the Winston 
-Salem Journal that the Republican, attorney said she 
didn’t need to. attend the elections board meeting. 
“My understanding: was that they had all the 
information they needed,” she said. “Something fell 
through the cracks.” 


JOHNSTON COUNTY 

Denise Renta, now chair of the Johnston County 
Republican Party, told Democracy NC she read the 
protest via email and authorized attorneys at the 
HVJT law firm to sign her name and submit it on 
November 17. She was not sure whether the law 
firm represented the McCrorv campaign or NC 
Republican Party. The two were “on the same page, 
working together,” she said. 

Reiitz’s protest is one of several submitted with a 
signature and then the initials of a Holtzman Vogel 
attorney under the signature. In this case, the initial 
are EC, presumably for Erin Clark, although Rentz 
said Clark is not the woman she talked with; it may 
have been Gabriele Fallon, an associate at the firm 
who handled protest submission in a few other 
counties. 

On November IS, the scheduled day for canvass, 
the Johnston County Board of Elections discussed 
the protest, read relevant statutes, and made an initial 
conclusion that it amounted'to a late challenge of the 
registration eligibility of four voters based on their 
alleged felony convictions, not a protest asserting an 
irregularity or mistake that might influence the 
election outcome. One board member said it looked 
like an effort “to shoehorn challenges that have 
passed their deadline into a protest.” Since the 
canvass had to be postponed for other reasons^ the 
board delayed their decision and eventually 
forwarded the protest to fheState Board of Elections. 

Rentz thought the county board handled 
everything properly and “professionally.” She agreed 
thatthe basic problem was “the lawyers didn’t 
submit the: paperwork properly.” She thought it was 
“too bad” that the county couldn’t do anything to 
disqualify the votes, but she understood that four 
votes would not have changed the election outcome 
at the county level 

Actually, at leas t one of the four vo ters accused of 
voter fraud is completely innocent. Johnny L. 

Benson is 71 years, old: and has a different middle 
initial from the 48-year-old man serving a felony 
sentence, who did not vote in 2016. Benson says he 
votes “every time” and used early voting 2016 to 
join his wife. He believes the board of elections 
should change its procedures so somebody like him 
can’t be so easily accused of a crime. 
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GRANVILLE COUNTY 

Floyd Adsit, chair of the Granville County 
Republican Party, recalled working with “a hired gun 
out of Virginia” - an. attorney named “Steve” - to 
prepare a protest and have it filed. Tonya Burnette, 
director of the Granville County Board of Elections, 
said she received the protest as an attachment to a 
November 17th email from Steve Roberts of the 
HVJT law firm. The protest accused one voter of 
voting while being “adjudged guilty of .a felony.” 

Bumette forwarded information about the voter to 
the county sheriff, who wrote back that a search of 
the voter’s name and birthdate established that he 
“has not been convicted of any felony charge.” 

Adsit told Democracy NC that he initially “got 
information from the attorney” about the voter’s 
felony conviction, but upon receiving a copy of the 
sheriffs statement, Adsit immediately sent Bumette 
a memo withdrawing his protest — the same day it 
was filed. “I didn’t have reason to doubt the sheriff. 

I know him,” said Adsit. “That was enough for me.” 


WAKE COUNTY 

Charles Hellwig, now chair of the. Wake County 
Republican Party, filed three,protests that were 
emailed to the county board of elections on 
November 17 by Gabriela Fallon of the HVJT law 
firm. One protest named two voters who the county 
board confirmed died after they cast early ballots. 
Another protest named three “persons adjudged 
guil ty of felony” who cast “invalid ballots” — except 
two of the three were obvious cases of mistaken 
identity; the innocent voters had family members 
with different ages on felony probation. 

The third protest listed 2-2 individuals accused of 
voting in Wake County and in another state in the 
■November 2016 election. At the preliminary hearing, 
an attorney for the McCrory campaign presented a 
spreadsheet with information about the voters and 
people with.similar names who supposedly voted in 
another state,The spreadsheet, included obvious 
mismatched names and it listed the majority of 
voters as all voting in Maryland on the same day. By 
a 2-to-l vote, the Wake County Board of Elections 
dismissed the protest- Subsequent research 
confirmed the bogus quality of the spreadsheet. 


Robert. Chadwick, who moved to North, Carolina 
from Virginia, was- disturbed to learn he was on the 
list of alleged double''voters. “It was. a total shock,” 
he said. “Someone just randomly pulled my name 
.out of a hat arid said, "That guy cheated.’ It •eally 
hurt me.” He thought the current process makes it 
too easy-to claim someone committed-voter fraud 
■without any evidence. He added, “Whatever-needs to 
■be done to-stop this in the-.future, I think now is the 
time to let’s push, this button and make, that happen.” 

BEAUFORT COUNTY 

Joseph Knox volunteered with the McCrory 
campaign throughout the summer and fall of 2016, 
and at age- 20 .he served as the youngest delegate m 
the nation to the Republican National Convention. 

He told Democracy NC that .Robert Andrews, state 
grassroots director for the McCrory'campaign, asked 
him to file a. protest being prepared by,attorneys and 
he agreed. Erin Clark of the HVJT law firm sent the. 
protest to the county board ox elections by email -on 
Saturday, November 1.9. It listed three voters 
“adjudged guilty of a felony” arid said their ballots, 
should be : disqualified. 

The Washington Daily Times published the names 
of the three Voters in its November 22 edition, but 
later that day, the county board dismissed the protest. 
In a front-page story on November 23, the 
newspaper said, “Knox, who wanted [the three] 
ballots excluded from vote counts, failed to appear at 
the preliminary hearing conducted by the board.” 

Knox told Democracy NC that the attorney said 
he didn’t need to show up at the hearing. When he 
learned the protest was dismissed, he notified the 
attorney and was told ‘they would try to follow up.” 
He didn’t hear anything later from the attorney; 
meanwhile, he did hear from several friends and 
party members Who chastised him for not attending 
the meeting. That attention really bothered him. “I 
was between a rock .and a hard.place’’ he. said. The 
attorneys 'said he didn’t need to attend to defend the 
protest, but the county board “threw it o.ut" because 
no evidence was presented to back up the "charges. 

It’s'doubtful that Knox will jump .so quickly to 
■accuse people of voter fraud in a legal document. 
That’s good —but it’s a. little late: for one of the 
■people .Knox falsely accused and the newspaper 
■named as possibly linked to voter fraud. Sylvester 
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D. Ore is not serving a felony sentence and has not 
lost his right to vote. '“I don’t like it,” he said about 
being accused of fraud. ‘‘That’s saying Fve gotten 
involved with wrong kind of people. That ’s not me!” 

HARNETT COUNTY 

B. Carolyn Elmore, vice chair of the Harnett County 
Republican. Party submitted her protest by hand to 
the county board of elections on November 18,2016.. 
She accused Michael Conwell of voting while being 
“adjudged guilty of a felony.” The elections staff 


County 

Protestor 

Category 

Number 

Voters 

Alamance 

Carter 

Felony Sentence 

2 

Alamance 

Carter 

Voted 2.States. 

1 

Alexander 

Sims 

Deceased 

I 

Beaufort 

Knox 

Felony Sentence 

3 

Bertie 

Terry 

Felony Sentence 

1 

Bladen 

Dowless 

Absentee.Fraud- 

"275 

Brunswick 

Agovino 

Voted 2 States 

1 

Buncombe 

Newton 

Deceased 

2 

Buncombe 

Newton 

Felony Sentence 

1 

Burke 

Parris 

Deceased 

3 

Cabarrus 

Kennedy 

Deceased 

5- 

Cabarrus 

Kennedy 

Felony Sentence 

1 

Carteret 

Newton/ 

Pruett- 

Felony-Sentence 

1 

Cleveland 

Bpwlsrvd 

Felony Sentence 

1- 

Craven 

Mischka 

Deceased 

2 

Craven 

Mischka 

Felony Sentence- 

1 

Cumberland 

Reinoehl 

Felony Sentence 

1 

Cumberland 

Reinoehl 

Voted 2 States 

? 

Davidson 

Younts. 

Deceased 

1 

Durham 

Posthill 

Absentee Fraud 

o 

Durham 

Posthill 

Felony Sentence 

7 

Durham 

Posthill 

Voted 2 States 

17 

Forsyth 

Petrou 

Deceased 

2 

Forsyth 

Petrou 

Felony Sentence 

2 

Franklin 

Pearce 

Absentee Fraud 

42 

.Granville 

Adsil: 

Felony Sentence 

1 

Greene 

Sparks 

Absentee Fraud 

~94 


investigated the protest and quickly found that 
Conwell was not serving a felony sentence. In fact,, 
his supervised probation for a misdemeanor 
conviction had ended; his status with the NC 
Department of Public Safety is shown as “inactive” 
on its public search site. 

Elmore didn’t want to talk with Democracy NC 
about her protest. “That was five months ago,” she 
said. “I’ve put that behind me.” But Conwell is still 
unhappy he: was falsely accused of voter fraud. “It 
was wrong,” he said. “It should never have 
happened,” 3 


County 

Protestor 

Category 

Number 
Voters : 

Guilford 

Porter 

Deceased 

1 

Guilford 

Porter 

Felony Sentence 

8 

Guilford 

Porter 

Voted 2 States 

9 

Halifax 

Myrick 

Absentee Fraud 

-24 

Halifax 

Myritk 

Felony Sentence. 

1 

Harnett 

Elmore 

Felony Sentence 

1 

Hoke 

Hartman 

Felony Sentence 

1 

Iredell 

Corbin 

Deceased 

3 

Jackson 

Hammond 

Felony Sentence 

1 

Johnston 

Rehtz 

Felony Sentence 

4 

Lee 

Staley 

Felony Sentence 

1. 

Mecklenberg 

Brown 

Felony Sentence 

2 

Moore 

Rowerdink 

Voted 2 States 

4- 

New Hanover 

Anderson 

Absentee Fraud 

0 ' 

New Hanover 

S.engsoul- 

avong 

Felony Sentence 

2 

Northampton 

Dyer 

.Absentee Fraud 

. 0 : 

Orange 

Pooie- 

Kober 

Voted 2 States 

6 

Person 

Wrenn 

Deceased 

1 

Rockingham 

Schoolfield 

Voted .2 States 

3 

Stokes- 

McBride 

Felony Sentence 

1 

Wake 

Bunn 

Absentee Fraud 

0 

Wake 

Hellwig 

Deceased 

2 

Wake 

Hellwig. 

Felony Sentence 

3- 

Wake 

Hellwig 

Voted 2 States. 

22 

Wayne 

Heath 

Felony Sentence 

1 

Wayne 

Heath 

' Voted .2 State's 

1 
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NCSBE Report of Investigation 

Case Number: 2016-166 

investigators): Joan Fleming/Matthew Martucci 

Document: Interview Report --Jerry Reinoehl on 12/16/2016,01/03/2017, and 

01/04/2017/Teiephonic; 

County (s): Multiple 

Subject(s): November 2016 General Eiection Protests; 

Voter Fraud Allegatfons/Possible False Statements io Affect Election Outcome - 
11/08/2016 General Election; 

On 12/16/2016, Jerry Reinoehl, 

telephonically contacted by NCS3E nvestigators Joan Fleming and 

Matthew Martucci. After being advised of the identity of the interviewing officials, and the purpose of 
the interview, Reinoehl provided the following information: 

Reinoehl is a retired military officer of the U.S. Army, having attained the rank of Major. 

Reinoehl stated that on 11/16/2015, he was contacted by a member of the "legal team" representing 
Governor Patrick McCrary and asked if he was willing to assist their efforts to secure an election re¬ 
count for McCrary associated with the November 8, 2016 General Election, by filing an election protest 
in Cumberland County. 

Reinoehl was initially telephonieslly contacted by Erin Clark, edark@hvit.law, 859-954-8974. who asked 
if he would be willing to file a protest to support the McCrary re-count. Her ca ll was unsolicited by 
Reinoehl, but he was not surprised that he was chosen since he is a registered Republican who 
contributed to McCrary's campaign and who is known in his county as a person who is very involved in 
doing his own research on voter registration and voter fraud matters. He stated that he sometimes 
works on voter registration issues in concert with Jay DeLancy of the Voter Integrity Project (VIP). 
Reinoehl stated that he and DeLancy had spoken about the possibility of teaming up with the state GOP 
in their voter research efforts: Clark and Reinoehl did not discuss specifics, but Reinoeh] knew there 
ware protests being filed to support McCrary and that McCrory's lawyers were likely looking for 
someone with "status" in the county to sponsor their protest. Reinoehl explained that by "status" he 
meant that he was both qualified to bring a protest in Cumberland County as a duly registered voter in 
that county, and that lie had a reputation for being active at the county BOE in election matters. 
Reinoehl agreed to support McCrary’s lawyer's efforts and he believed that Clark advised him that 
someone would send him the protest documents to sign. 

Reinoehl advised that soon after his call with Clark, he received an email With an attachment containing 
the original protest documents. The protest documents already contained all of the relevant 
information needed to file the protest and he was simply asked to sign and return them. I !e was unsure 
as to who sent the documents to him, in as much as during the protest he believed he also had email 
correspondence with others associated with Clark. He identified those additional individuals in an email 
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sent to the interviewing officials on 12/13/2016. They were: Steven P. Saxe ( Roltzman, Vogel, J osefiak, 
Torchiosky PLLC), Michael W illiams (NCGOP), and Jesse 

■BM« Of those individuals, he indicated that Moss may have sent him the original 
protest documents. Reinoehl stated he never spoke with Moss, and he signed and returned the 
documents vis email as requested, [investigator's Note : Reinoehl later corrected his statement to 
advise that he incorrectly attributed receipt of the protest documents to Moss, who was not involved in 
the protest request at ail. See page 4 of this report. He actually received the protest documents in an 
email message received from Erin Clark on 11/16/2016.] 

Reinoehl stated his understanding was that he Would sign the protest, and "the/' (the attorneys for 
McCrory) would attend the protest hearing in Cumberland County at which time they would produce 
the evidence to support the claims of voter fraud against the voters named in the protest. He stated 
that he did not personally submit the protest documents to the Cumberland County Board of Elections 
but rather emailed them back to the legal team. He believed his protest was thereafter submitted to 
the Cumberland County BOE by the legal team. 

Reinoehl stated that at the time be agreed to heip the protest effort by signing the protest documents 
he was led to believe that the lawyers would provide him with the supporting evidence and would 
attend the protest hearing with Reinoehl to assist him in presenting the evidence. However, as the date 
for tbe hearing drew closer (11/21/2016), the legal team failed to provide Reinoehl With any evidenceto 
support the claims of voter fraud contained in his protest. Consequently, Reinoehl began conducting his 
own research out of concern that he would be left to fend for himself before the County BOE. He 
commented that he has had dealings with party, officials in that past where he has felt that they were 
somewhat 'floppy'' in the way they handle their resea rch. Reinoehl conti nued to try tp comm unicate 
with individuals at the law firm and the GOP in an effort to obtain the needed facts. He recalled that on 
the Friday before the hearing, he sentan email message to NCGOP officials to "put up or shut up:" He 
explained that he was trying to stress to them that his County BOE would expect to see and hear 
detailed evidence to back up the claims in the protest and that without that information the protest 
would not survive that scrutiny. He stated that he knows and respects the members of his board and 
recognized that they Would want to see documentation in order to justify not counting any votes. In 
response, Reinoehl was told that the lawyers understood what was needed and would be prepared to 
present evidence at the hearing. Reinoehl responded that he had not seen whatthey were relying on as 
evidence. He never received any documentation from any of the attorneys, and as a result, he had no 
confidence in the protest, did not know what to expect, and felt that he Was "left out to dry." 

Reinoehl confirmed that in total, he signed two protests that were prepared by the attorneys, one that 
alleged that a voter was a convicted felon and the other that alleged that seven (7) voters had voted in 
multiple states during the November 8, 2016 election. In spite of what is indicated in the protest 
documents, Reinoehl admitted that at the time he was asked to sign the protest documents, he had no 
personal knowledge of any evidence to support the allegations against any of the voters named in his 
protests. 

Reinoehl stated that he signed the protests underthe belief that the requestors were lawyers, and as 
such likely had access to information they he did not, including criminal records. Healso noted that they 
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were in a hurry to get the protests filed before the election canvass and he noted there was a sense of 
urgency to get his protest hied. Reinoehl did not know where or how they obtained their information, 
arid he was never provided with any information as to how they came up with the names of the voters. 

Reinoehl stated that when he tried to do his own research on the double voters he had difficulty since 
he had no information as to what state they voted in other than North Carolina. He stated it is a "big 
country" and he was frustrated that the lawyers never provided him with any information concerning 
the other states involved, in the end, he Was only able to verify that one voter may have voted in North 
Carolina and Florida. He stated that through contact with the county BOE, he was able to verify that the 
voter accused of voting in a convicted felon status was in fact, a convicted felon. Rienhoeh! thereafter 
discussed his concerns about proper documentation with Erin Clark in an email dated 11/18/2016. 

Reinoehl told the interviewing officials that in his experience, there are often issues of mistaken identity 
when comparing voters in multiple states. He cited the frequency of encountering "Jr's, Sr's, il's and 
Ill's", which can lead to false positives. He recalled that the legal team told him that he did not need to 
be concerned since they would be at the hearing to presentthe evidence for him. In a text message he 
received from Erin Clark on Saturday, 11/19/2016, he was told that he (Reinoehl) did not need to be 
present at the hearing: "You are not required to attend the hearing. We should have an attorney in 
attendance." 

Reinoehl stated that in spite of the above advice from Clarkthat he did not need to be present forthe 
hearing, he felt a responsibility since it was his protest and he therefore never considered not attending. 
The hearing was at 8 AM on a Monday, and when Reinoehl arrived, he looked around the room to see if 
he saw any unknown faces. He explained that as a long-time resident of the county, he knows most 
people who attend the BOE meetings, and consequently felt he would be able to pick out the lawyers. 
He stated that the lawyers did not appearforthe meeting and he informed the board chairman that the 
legal team he expected to assist with his protest was not present. Reinoehl thereafter presented the 
evidence he had independently found concerning the convicted felon and one double voter. He 
admitted that for six out of the seven double voters named in his protest he had no evidence to present. 
He recalled that BOE Director Terri Robertson verified his information that the convicted felon was still 
under an active sentence. However, he advised that in the end the board voted two to one to decline 
his protest of those two voters based upon the fact that it would not have any effect on any contest 
within Cumberland County- 

After the hearing on 11/21/2Q16, Reinoehl contacted Clark via a text message and told her that the 
hearing did not go weli: "It was lonely without legal assistance...". In a subsequent email message sent 
to Michael Williams, Steven Saxe, and Erin Clark on 11/25/2016, Reinoehl suggested that they cOuld 
appeal the two confirmed cases and they responded that they were "studying" the issue. Reinoehl 
speculated that they failed to show up for his hearing because they were focused on other issues in 
Durham County, and that when their efforts in Durham County failed, they "folded up and went home." 
Reinoehl expressed dissatisfaction that they never supported him with the underlying facts to support 
his protest He stated that he later learned of a female individual in Forsyth County, Linda Petrou, who 
was similarly recruited by McCrary's attorneys to submit an election protest and Who likewise, was told 
by those attorneys that she did not need to show up forthe protest hearing. He stated that unlike 
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himself, Petrou did not appear at the- hearing either, and the Forsyth County BOE dismissed the protest 
since there were no individuals present to present evidence. 

Reinoehl provided the interviewing officials with statements concerning his experience via three email 
messages on 12/13 and 12/19, which are attached and made a part hereto. In an email on 12/13, 
Reinoehl stated the following: 


'The Legal Defense Team supporting the Governor McCrary election drafted the Cumberland 
County protests for my signature and submission. The legal team identified the individuals and I was not 
provided any of the information used to identify those named in the protests who may have committed 
voting irregularities." 

'The legal team was aware of the date, time, and location of the Cumberland County probable cause 
hearing. I was advised there would be legal representation provided with sufficient documentation to 
support a probable cause determination. The meeting was called to-order and I proceeded without 
legal assistance. The legal team did not attend the hearing. ! was not provided with any of the 
documentation they may have developed to support the protests. I have still not seen any of their 
supporting documentation," 


in afollow-up interview on 01/03/2017, Reinoehl was asked if he could confirm that the original protest 
documents he received were in fact received from Jesse Moss as initially stated above. Reinoehl was 
informed by the writer that Moss appeared to be associated with a film company that makes 
documentaries and as such, it seemed unlikely that he would have provided the protest documents to 
Reinoehl. Upon review of his messages, Reinoehl advised that he believes that he may have sent copies 
of the protests to Moss during the time that the protest was being worked on because Moss was 
producing a film about the election. He stated that he agreed that it was unlikely that he received the 
protest documents from Moss but he could not recall, without further review, who did send him the 
protest documents. Reinoehl was asked if he has had time to copy the emails and text messages he 
received during the time he was contacted about the protest. He-stated that he had compiled them all 
and was "ready to hit send" but decided to consult with a GOP official before doing so. He stated that 
the official a dvised him that it would not be a good idea for him to provide that information to the SBE 
investigators. Reinoehl stated thatthe individual who provided him with that advice is a GOP "policy 
person" and that they do not represent him as an attorney. Reinoehl declined to identify the advisor. 
Reinoehl was advised that his cooperation in conducting a complete investigation was appreciated and 
that at minimum he should not destroy the information in his possession since it was likely that the 
investigation will go forward and the results provided to other governmental agencies. Reinoehl stated 
that he intended to provide the information to the writer and has no plans to obstructthe investigation 
in any manner. He stated that as a former intelligence officer in the US. Army he understands the heed 
for complete information to be provided and he stated he would forward the requested information to 
the writer. 


[n a follow-up interview on 01/04/2017, Reinoehl confirmed that he in fact received the original protest 
documents from Erin Clark and that his contact with Jesse Moss was not associated with the filing of his 
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protest. Reinoehl thereafter provided SBE investigators a zip file containing copies of emails and text 
messages he received from and sent to Erin Clark. 

Copies of the above referenced email messages and associated protest documents are attached and 
made a part hereto.// 
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ELECTION PROTEST 
Use of this form is required by G S-163-182.9(c) 

This form must be filed with the county board of elections within file timeframes set out in G.S. 163-182.9 (bX 4 )- 
Please print or type your answers. Feel free to use and attach additional sheets if needed to fully answer the 
questioas below. You may also axutch rdevaut exlllbitsand documents. PJease number the pages of such additional 
sheets and attachmcnts. 

L Full name and mailing address of person filing the protest 
Jerry Reinoehl, 5] 6 Deerpath Dr., Fayetteville, NC 22311 


2. Home and business phone number, tax number, and e-mail add-ess. 
(910)850-0740, jremoehl @nc..rr.coJn 


3. Are you either a candidate or registered voter eligible to vote in the protested election? 
If a candidate, for what office? 

Registered voter 


4. List the date, location, and exact natur e of the election protested. Name all candidates In the election and the 
rrasriber of votes each received. Note the winning candidate's) elected or nominated. 

Novemher 8, 2016 General Flection. All candidates and issues on the ballot indicated for that election. 


5. Does this protest involve m alleged error in vote count or tabulation? If so, please explain in detail. 

Upon review of early voting files from other states, it appears that seven (7) individuals cast ballots In both North 
Carolina and another state, Casting a ballot in more than one state is a clear violation of North Carolina and federal 
election laws. Therefore, these ballots were erroneously counted and tabulated by the CUMBERLAND County 
Board ofEiections. 


6. Does this protest involve an irregularity or misconduct not described in number 5 above? If so, please give a 
detailed description of such misconduct cr irregularity and name those who committed such action. 

No. - 


7. Please set out all election laws or regulations that you allege were violated in your responses to 5 or 6 above. 
State how each violation oceunred. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone rumbers of those who yon aliege 
comraiesd suco violations. 


N.C. Gen. Star. § 163-82.1 


111 violation Of the statutes provided for above, invalid ballots were east by the following persons known to have 
voted in multiple stales; 

OLLIE EZELL UT, CASTLBHELD LN, FAYETTEVILLE, NC 28306-9676 

X DIONREGINQLDSAMUELXR, FRENCHOKNLN,FAVBTTBVfiXE,NC 28334-6124 
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ELECTION PROTEST- 
Use of this form is required by G.S. 163-i82.9(c) 

This form must be filed with the county board of elections within the timeframes set oat. ia GiS. 163 -1223 \bX'!)- 
Please print of type, your- answers. • Feel See to use and' attach additional sheeis ff needed to fully answer the 
questions below. Youmay also attach iPlevaht s.Wbfe sit'd documents. Please zromber the pages of such'additional 
sheets and attachments. '■ ' ! ' - - 

1. Full name ardmallEig address df person iilmgthe protest. 

\ ' .. ’ « 

Jetty ReinoeM, 516 DeerpNft Dr., Fayetteville, NC 2$31 1 = 


2. Home and. business phone number, fax number, and e mafl aedrer-s. 
. (910)850-0740, jrelnoehl@tic.rr.com 


3, Are you either a candidate or registered voter eligible to vote in the protested election? 
If a candidate, for what office? 

Registered voter 


4. List the dare, location, and exact nature of tii- election protested. Name all candidates, in the election add the 
nmulna ofvotcs each received. Note the Nvkming candidate's) elscrcd or nominated. 

November 8,701 $ General Section. Ail candidates and issues, oa the ballot indicated for that election. 


5. Does this protest involve an alleged error in vote com or tabulation? Ifso, please expiain in det 2 il 

Upon review of early voting files from other states, ft appeals that seven (7) individuals cast ballots in both North 
Carolina aad another state. Casting a ballot ia more than one state is aclear violation of North Carolina and federal 
election laws. Therefore, these ballots were erroneously counted and tabulate&by the CUMBERLAND County 
Board of Elections. * . 


6. Does tins protest involve an irregularity or misconduct not described in number 5 above? If so, please give a 
detailed description of such misconduct orfegularify and name those who committed such action. 

No. - 


7. Please set out all election laws or regulations that you allege were violated in ycur responses to 5 or 6 abo ve. 
State how each violation occurred. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of those who you allege 
committed such violations. 

N.a Gem Stat §153-SU 

In violation of the statutes provided for above, invalid ballots were cast by the following persons known to have 
voted in multiple states: 

OLLIE EZELL HL CASTLEHELD LN FAfiETTEVEXE, NC 28306-9675 
^ DION REGINOLD SAMUEL TR, FRBNCHORN LN, FAYETTEVILLE, NC 28314-5124 
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i WILLIAM ALEXANDER BARK. HI,LAKEWAY DR, FA YETTEVILLE, NC 28306-9755 
VCLAYC COLLINS, WADSWORTH PL FAYETTEVILLE, NC 2014-1172 
Y jBRRYLEVERN HENRY, DIPLOMAT DR, FAYETTEVILLE NC 28304-6024 
BETTY B .ADAMS, GRIMES ST, FORTBRAGO, NC 28307-2110 

MELISSA JILL KO \V1 ,E Y-iCN' UO i SON, M AR3NERS LANDING £>R, FAYETTE VQ..LE, NC 2S30SCK746S 


S. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of any witnesses to any misconduct alleged by you in 
this protest and specify what each witness listed saw or knows. 

Jerry Keinoeal, 516 Deerpath Dr., Fayetteville, NC 28311, [910)850-0740, early voting files front other states 


9. 'What action do you desire the county hoard of elections to lake in this matter? 

The CUMBERLAND County Board of Elections mast invalidate all ballots for any office whatsoever deemed to be 
cast by poisons who voted ir multiple states in violation of state law, as setforth In Sections 5 and 7, above. 


10. Do jon contend the allegations set out by you are sufficient to have anected or cast doubt upon the results of the 
protested election? Ifyour answer Is yes, please state the lacteal basis for your opinion. 

Yes. The described allegations cl early demonstrate that ballots cast by persons who voted in multiple states, for the 
ejection held on November 8,2016 in CUMBERLAND County, are Invalid under State law. Tie invalid ballots cast 
by persons who have voted in multiple stales in violation c£sate and federal law, must not be counted for any offics 
voted 


11. Have you read and reviewed the North Carolina 1 aw pertaining to election protests as set oiit in G.S. 153-1825 
through G.S. 163-182.14 and cutreni North Carolina State Board of Elections regulations pertaining to election 
protests? 

Yes. 


12. How many pages of additional answer are attached tothls protest? 0 

How many pages of attachments are attached? 0 


Date/Time Filed wife County Board 
(to be EDed out by the count)’ b oard.) 

NOTE: The county board must provide the State Bosrd with a complete copy of a filed protest within one business 
day after it is filed. Jn addition, the county board shall provide a copy of fee election audit whir this copy of the 
protest 

Please direct any questions to your county beard of elections or fee North Carolina State Board of Elections, PO 
Box 27255, Raleigh, NC 27611-7255, (919) 733-7173. 
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ELECTION PROTEST 
Use.ofThfe Form is required by G.S. IS3-! 82.9(c) 

This form must be filed with the county board of elections within the timeframes set out in G.S. .I63-IS2.9 (b)(4). 
Please print or type your answers- Feel free to use and attach, additional sheets If needed to fully answer the 
questions below- You may also attach relevant exhibits and documents. Please number the pages of such additional 
sheets and attachments. 

1. Full name and mailing address of person Sling the protest. 

Jerry Relnoehl, 515 Deerpath Dr., Fayetteville, NO 28311 


2. Home and business phone number, fex number, and e-mail address. 
(910)S5{M3740 > jreinoeh)@nc,rr.com 


3. Arp you either a candidate or registered voter eligible to vote in the protested election'?: 
If a candidate, for what office? 

Registered voter 


4. List the date, location, and exact nature of the election protested. Name all candidates in rbe election ana the 
number of votes each received. Note the winning candidate's) sleeted or nominataL 

November 8,2015, General Eection. A]! candidates and Issues on the btilo; indicated for that election. 


5. Doss this protest involve an alleged error in vote want ct tabulation? If so, please explain in detail 

Yes. Upon review of the North Carolina Department of Ccnectictis active prisoner and parole database and ballots 
cast for candidates for this election, it appears that at least one ballot was cast by a person adjudged guilty of a 
felony against this State or the United States, or adjured guilty of a felony in another state that also would bea 
felony If it had been committed in this State, and without these persons having first restored to the rights of 
citizenship in the manner prescribed by law. Thzt class of persons not being allowed to vote tn this State as 
prescribed by law, it appears that none of these ballets are valid under State law, and all of these ballots were 
erroneously counted and tabulated by the Cumberland County Board of Flections. 


6. Does this protest Involve an irregularity or misconduct not described in number 5 above? If so, please giye a 
detailed description of such misconduct or irregularity and nasee those who committed such action. 

No. 


7. Please set out. all election laws or regulations that yon allege Were violated in your responses to 5 or 6 above. 
State bow each violation occurred. Pleass provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of those who yon allege 
committed such violations. 

N.C. Gen. Stan § 153-5 5(a)(2) 

M C Gen. Slat 5 163-£*,1 (c)(2) 


lb violation of (he statutes provided for above, invalid ballots were cast by the following persons adjudged guilty of 
a felony: 
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Jennifer Louise Brunson, 4706 Needham, Fayetteville, NC, 28311 


8 Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of any witnesses to any misconduct alleged by you in 
this protest; and specify what each witness listed saw or knows. 

Jerry Refaoefal, 516 JDesrparh Dn, Fayetteville, NC 283 J1, (910)85tH)740, North Carolina Department of 
Corrections active prisoner and parole database 


9. What action do yon desire the county board of elections to take in this matter? 

TheCumberland County Board of Ejections must invalidate all ballots for any office whatsoever deemed to be cast 
by persons adjudged guilty of a felony in violation of state law, as set tortn in Sections 5 and 7, above. 


10. Do you contend the allegations set out by yon are sufficient to have affected or cast doubt upon the results of the 
protested election? If your answer is yes, please state the factual basis for your oplm'on- 

Vcs./The described allegations dearly demonstrate that ballots cast by persons adjudged guilty ofa felony, fortbe 
election held on November 8, 2016 in Cumberland County, are invalid under State law. Die invalid ballots cast by 
persons adjudged guilty of a felony against this State or the United States, or adjudged guilty of a felony in another 
state that also would be a felony if it had been committed in this Slate, and without those persons having first 
restored to the rights of citizenship in the manner prescriberfby law, must not be counted for any office voted. 


1L Have you read and reviewed the Nona Carolina law pertaining ft ejection protests as set out in G.S. 163-182.9 
through G.S. 163-182.14 and current North Carolina Slate Board of Elections regulations per tainin g to electioE 
protesis? 

Yes- 


12. How many pages of additional answer ars attached to this protest? 0 
How many pages of attachments are attached? 0 


ttete/Tirae Filed with County Board 

(to be tilled out by the county board) 

NOTE: The comity board must provide the State Board with a complete copy ora tiled protest within one business 
day after it is Sled, fa addition, the county board shall provide a copy Of the election, audit with this copy of the 
protest. 

Please direct any questions to your county board of elections or the North Carolina State Board of Elections, PO 
Box 272S5, Raleigh, NC 276U-7Z55, (919) TO-7173. 
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Fleming, Joan 


From* 

5enfc 

To: 

Subject 


MartUcci, Matthew 

Tuesday, December 13, 2016 2:49 PM 

Fleming, Joan; Strach, Kim 

FW: Cumberland 11 -08-2016 Protests - Legal Team Info 


Here are the names of McCrary’s legal team involved in this protest 
Matty 

-Original Message- 

From:jreinoehl(6)nc.rr.cam [mailto;jreinoehf@nc.rr.eom] 1 

Sent: Tuesday, December 13, 2016 2:42 PM 

To: Martuccl> Matthew <Matthew.Martucd@nCsbe.gov> 

Ce: jreinoehi@nc.rr.com 

Subject: RE: Cumberland 11-08-2016 Protests - Legal Team Info 
Sir, 


This is the contact info I have: 


initial:Jesse M ^ 

edark@hvjt.law, (859) 954-8974 (follow-up) 


(original protest documents) Erin Clark, 


Post Probable Cause Hearing: Steven P. Saxe, spsaxe@hvjt.law; Michael Williams, michael.williams@ncgop.org 
VR, 

Jerry B. Reinoeb! 

516 Deerpath Dr 
Fayetteville, NC 28311 
jreinoehI@ric.rr.com 
H: (910) 822-6268 
C: (910) 850-0740 

—• "Martucci wrote: 

> Thank you so much 

> I need the names of the legal team? 

> 

> —Original Message—— 

> From: jreinoehi@ncrr.com [mailto:jrein 05 hj@nc.rr.com] 

> Sent: Tuesday, December 13,2016 2:12 PM 

> To: Martucci, Matthew <M3tthew-Martucci@nc5be.gov> 

> Cc: jreirioeh I @nc. rr.com 

> Subject: Cumberland 11-08-2016 Protests 


Exhibit 2 2,2 1 

lovernor McCrory electio rt drai 


linc^min^y pr^Feits^or i 


> Tne Legal Defense Team supporting the GovernorMcCrory election drafted the Cumberland Count/ protests for my 
signature and submission. The legal team identified the individuals and! was not provided any of the information used 
to identify those named in the protests who may have committed Voting irregularities. 

> 

> The legal team was aware of the date, time, and location of the Cumberland County probable cause hearing. I was 
advised there would be legal representation provided with sufficient documentation to support a probable cause 
determination. The meeting was called to-order and I proceeded without legal assistance. The legal team did not attend 
the hearing. I was not provided any of the documentationthey may have developed to support the protests. I have still 
not seen any of their supporting documentation. 

> 

> I performed the research and developed the information presented during the probable cause hearing. Information 
from individual BeenVerified reports, a commercial background check subscription service, includes such information as 
full name, address history, telephone numbers, relatives and associates, criminal and traffic arrest records, and date of 
birth, was used to research other public records. 


> On the protest of the voter, Jennifer Louise BRUNSON, NClD^^^^Jufoisa convicted felon who had not 
completed her sentence and was ineligible to vote. Information was obtained from the NC Department of Public Safety 
Offender Public Information website. During the public hearing, a board member examined the document and asked the 
Director, Ms. Terri Robertson, if she could verify the felony conviction information. She indicated that her office used the 
same information source.Had a probable cause determination been made, I believed at a formal hearing, if the voter 
attended, her testimony and signature comparisons other NC voter registration application and the authorization to ■- 

an her guilt or innocence. Also , she changed her address from 

That change possibly occurred on 
Nov 3 when she voted during early voting and after her felony conviction on 0ct4,2016. Address changes requires new 
voter application - paper or electronic as in the case during early voting. She would have signed that application 
committing an additional felony by making a false statement 



> On the protest of the seven voters who may have voted irj multiple states. 

> 

> information presented during the hearing on one of the individuals, Jerry Levern hpnrv Mrin^ygg Bg^i 
demonstrated that he had voted in Florida after voting in North Carolina, not being in violation of NC law. Learned 
afterward that I was not permitted to access that information on the Florida Department of Elections website, and 
deleted all the files. 

> Information developed on Dion Reginofd SAMUEL, Jr, NCIojj^|^H22-year oid may have been mistaken identity as 
his father had lived in Fayetteville at the same address but now lives in El Paso, TX, but was never registered to vote in 
NC. 

> 

> Information developed on William Alexander BARR, ill, NCID^^^H|21-year-old, may have been mistaken identity 
as his father has lived in Fayetteville at the same address but is not registered to vote in NC. Could not determine where 
the father was registered to vote. 

> 

s- Information developed on Clay C COLLINS (Jr), 8-year-old, may have been mistaken identity as his 

father Clsy C. Collins (Sr) hasthe same addresses the sou but is registered tovotein Florida. 

> 

> As mentioned before, the legal team did not provide any help, and I did hot have sufficient information to decide on 
the multiple state voting status of the remaining individuals. 

> 

> 

> Thank you for your consideration of these issues,Jerry B. Reinoehl 
>516 Deerpath Dr 

> Fayetteville, NC 28311 
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Fleming, Joan 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject 


lyiartucci, Matthew 

Tuesday, December 13, 2016 2:47 PM 

Fleming, Joan; Strach, Kim 

FW: Cumberland 11-08-2016 Protests 


Here is the protest file in Cumberland County which was dismissed 
Matty 

—-Original Message— 

From: jreinoehI@nc.rr.com [mailto:jreinoehf@nc.rr.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, December 13, 2016 2:12 PM 

To: Martucci, Matthew<Matthew.Martueci@ncsbe-gov> 

Cc: jreinoehl@nc.rr.com 

Subject: Cumberland 11-08-2016 Protests 


Sir, 

The Legal Defense Team supporting the Governor McCrory election drafted the Cumberland County protests for my 
signature and submission. The legal team identified the individuals and I was not provided any of the information used 
to identify those named in the protests who may have committed voting irregularities. 


Tne legal team was aware of the date, time, and location of the Cumberland County probable cause hearing. I was 
advised there would be legal representation provided with sufficient documentation to support a probable cause 
determination. The meeting was called to orderand I proceeded without legal assistance. The legal team did not attend 
the hearing. I was not provided any of the documentation they may have developed to support the protests. I have still 
not seen a ny of their supporting documentation. 


I performed the research and developed the information presented during the probable cause hearing. Information 
from individual BeenVerified reports, a commercial background check subscription service, indudes such information as 
full name, address history, telephone numbers, relatives and associates, criminal and traffic arrest records, and date of 
.birth, was used to research other public records. 


On the protest of the voter, Jennifer Louise BRUNSON, NCID| 


|who is a convicted felon who had riot completed 


her sentence and was ineligible to vote. Information was obtained from the NC Department of Public Safety Offender 
Public information website. During the public hearing, a board member examined the document and asked the Director, 
Ms. Terri Robertson, if she could verify the felony conviction information. She indicated that her office used the same 
information source. Had a probable cause determination been made, I believed at a forma! hearing, if the voter 
attended, her testimony and signature comparisons of her NC voter registration application and the authorization to 
vote (ATM) should be a straightforward determination on her guilt or innocence. Also , she changed her address from 

change possibly occurred on 

Nov 3 when she rated during early voting and after her felony conviction on Oct 4, 2016. Address changes require a new 
voter application - paper or electronic as in the case during early voting. She would have signed that application 
committing an additional felony by making a false statement. 


On the protest of the seven voters who may have voted in multiple states. 


1 




\ Ihdwicjf^rs^enl' I 


Information presented during the hearing o/rDf^'oViftte 1 fftdfercJuafsfleriV Severn HENRY, N^^^^^^emSistrated 
that he had voted in Florida after voting in North Carolina, not being in violation of NC law. Learned afterward that I was 
not permitted to, access that information on the Florida Department of Elections v/ebsite, and deleted all the files. 


Information developed on Dion Reginold SAMUEL, Jr, 22-year-old may have been mistaken identity as 

his father had lived in Fayetteville at the same address but now lives in El Paso, IX, but was never registered to vote in 
NC. 


Information developed on William Alexander BARR, III, 21-year-old, may have been mistaken identity as 

his father has lived in Fayetteville at the same address but is not registered to vote in NC. Could not determine where 
the fadher was registered to vote- 


information developed on Clay C. COLLINS (Jr), NClD | 


118-year-old, may have been mistaken identity as his 


father Clay C. Collins {Sr) has the same address as the son but is registered to vote in Florida. 


As mentioned before, the legal team did not provide any help, and I did not have sufficient information to decide on the 
multiple state voting status of the remaining individuals. 
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Martucci, Matthew 
Monday, December T9,2016 8:12 AM 
Fleming, Joan 
Strach, Kim 

FW: Winston -Salem Journal story on Forsyth protest no-show 


-—Original Message—- 

From; jreinoehi@nc.rr.com [mailto:jYeinaehl@nc.rr.corn] 

Sent: Monday, December 19,20168:00 AM 
To: Martucci, Matthew <Matthew Martucci@ncsbe.gov> 

Cc: jrein6ehi@nc_rr.com 

Subject. Winston-Salem Journal story on Forsyth protest no-show 
Sir, 

Per our discussion Friday. This is the link to the Winston-Salem Journal article on the Forsyth election protest 
http://www.journalnow.com/news/eleaions/iocal/feldn-voter-protest-f2ils-on-no-shovv/artide_6c53cciBa-18dl-5757- 

9cf6-bl8db3a833eb.html 

"An electron protest alleging that two felons were allowed to cast ballots in Forsyth County was rejected Tuesday 
morning when the pemonfifingthe protest and the two affected voters failed to appear at a hearingjin front of the 
Forsyth County Board of Elections." 

"Linda Petrou, the vice chairwoman of the Forsyth County Republican Party, who filed the protest last week, said a GOP 
attorney giving her advice had told her it was not necessary for her to show up for the hearing." 

VR, 

Jerry R. Reinoehi_ 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject 


1 
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http://www.journalnow.corn/news/elections/iocal/fefon~voter-protest-faifs-on-no-show/articfe_6c53cd8a- 
18dl-5757-9cf6-b18dbaa833eb.html 

Felon voter protest fails on no-show 

By Wesley Young Winston-Salem Joumai Nov 22 , 2016 

An election protest alleging that two felons were allowed to cast ballots in 
Forsyth County was rejected Tuesday morning when the person filing the 
protest and the two affected voters failed to appear at a hearing in front of 
the Forsyth County Board of Elections. 


After waiting for more than 10 minutes past the start of the 9 a.m. hearing, 
the three-member elections board unanimously agreed that without anyone 
presenting evidence there was no way to sustain a challenge to the votes by 
the two alleged felons. 

The protest was dismissed and the ballots cast by the two voters were to be 
counted. 


Linda Petrou, the vice chairwoman of the Forsyth County Republican Party, 
who filed the protest last week, said a GOP attorney giving her advice had 
told her it was not necessary for her to show up for the hearing. 

“My understanding was that they had all the information they needed,” 
Petrou said. “Something fell through the cracks.” 

The GOP has filed multiple election protests across fire state in the wake of 
a photo-finish outcome in tire contest for governor. 

Incumbent Pat McCroty, the Republican, trailed Democratic challenger Roy 
Cooper by only 6,154 votes statewide as of around 7 p.m. Tuesday, as 
counties counted provisional ballots and tried to wrap up their canvass of 
the 2016 election. 
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C ooper easily carried Forsyth County in unofficial results posted on 
Election Day, and as more provisional ballots and other ballots were 
counted on Tuesday he padded his lead. 

Results are still unofficial in Forsyth County because some 1,100 
provisional ballots remained uncounted at the close of counting Tuesday 
evening. The county elections board will meet at 10 am. next Wednesday 
and try to wrap up the official canvass of the 2016 election. 


As of the dose of counting on Tuesday, Cooper had 99,398 votes in Forsyth, 
an increase of 330 over his previous total and 1,773 over his count in the 
immediate aftermath of tire election. 


McCrory’s total in Forsyth stood at 73,380 with the close of counting on 
Tuesday, an increase of 204votes over his previous total and 1,236 votes 
over his initial tally right after the election. 


The bottom line was that in Forsyth County, Cooper had increased his 
margin over McCrory by 537 votes with the counting of absentee and 
provisional ballots since Election Day. 


On Tuesday, the elections board approved fully counting 359 provisional 
ballots, partially counting 115 provisional ballots and disapproving 264 
provisional ballots. 

The board also added in some 137 absentee ballots that had been initially 
disallowed or had questionable date stamps, but later determined to be 
valid. 

A provisional ballot is given to someone when voter registration 
information isn't found or if there is some other problem such as a record 
that the person had already voted or that someone had gone to the wrong 
precinct. Each provisional ballot is individually sealed in an envelope. 
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In the days after an election, election officials go through the provisionals 
and see if they can find the correct voter information or otherwise 
determine whether or not the ballot should he counted. 



On Tuesday, the elections board dealt with seven provisional ballots cast in 
cases involving people who apparently tried to vote twice or in someone 
else’s name. 

The elections board compared voter signatures to see if the signature on 
the voter registration card matched any of the signatures given when 
people voted. The cases all involved people casting a ballot in early voting, 
then showing up later to vote and being told they had already voted. The 
second-visit voters were allowed to cast provisional ballots. 

On Tuesday, only two of the seven double-vote provisionals were approved, 
with the corresponding early-vote ballots for those voters removed from 
the tally. In the other cases, the provisional was tossed and the early votes 
allowed to stand. 

The majority of the partial provisionals counted on Tuesday were cases in 
which a voter cast a ballot out of his precinct, and rather than go vote at the 
proper precinct chose to vote where he was with the ballot available. That 
meant votes cast in some contests wouldn’t count, since different precincts 
have a different mix of contests on the ballot. 
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But there were also 22 voters who apparently got the wrong ballot type 
through human error. 

A point of controversy on the elections board on Tuesday had to do with 
four absentee ballots drat were handrdelivered to the elections office. A 
worker is supposed to mark when the ballot was received, since It has to be 
brought in by 5 p.m. on Election Day. By error, that was not done. 

' Ihe elections board voted 2-1 to disallow the four ballots. Fleming El- 
Axnin, the sole Democrat on the elections board, argued to accept the 
ballots, but the Republican majority voted to disallow the ballots because it 
could not be proven they were brought in on time. 

v?vonng@wsioiimaLconi YS56^ 727-7369 @wyoungWST 

Wes Young 
More Elections News 

. • McCrory signs controversial Senate GOP elections, court bill, presented witfi HB 17 

- Gov.-elect threatens court action against GOP move to limit his powers 

- Fourth special session called to consider other hills; disaster relief; bill clears legislature 

• Trump's national security adviser shared secrets without permission, files show 

• Sources; Perry for energy secretary; Kanye West visiting Trump tower 

- Reaction to Gov. Pat McCrory’s concession speech reflects entrenched positions by supporters and 
critics 

• Pat MoCroiy concedes, calling election NC’s closest governor's race in modem history 

• Green Party switches strategy in Pennsylvania recount bid 

• Durham begin recounts; Bladen protest denied 

- Durham recount in governor's race ordered to be done Monday night 


Fleming, Joan 
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Fromr 

Senfc 

To: 

Subjecfc 


Fleming, Joan 



RE: Cumberland 11 -08-2016 Protests - Legai Team Info - Update 


Thank you Jerry. Should I expect to see copies of the email messages regarding your protest any time sbon? Also, since 
Mr. Moss was not the person who supplied the protest documents to you, are you able to identify the person who did 
provide them? 

Thank you for your candorand cooperation in this matter.: 

Joan 

Joan M. Fleming, EFE/Chief Investigator 
North Carolina State Board of Elections 
441 N. Harrington Street 
Post Office BOX 27255 
Raleigh, NC 27611 

919.715.1792 office | 919.715 0135 fax 
vnivw.ncsbe.gov 


Email correspondence to and from this sender is subject to N.C; Public Records law, and may be disclosed to third 
parties. This email transmission and information contained herein, including any attachments hereto, are confidential, 
intended pniy fbr the redpient(s) designated above, and may contain information that is legally privileged, attorney 
work product, or exempt from disclosure under applicable, law. If you have received this email in error, or are not the 
named recipient^), you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this email and the 
information contained herein is Strictly prohibited. In that event, please immediately notify the sender and delete the 
original message, as well as any attachments, permanently and immediately. 


—O riginal Message— _ 

Sent: Wednesday, January 04.2017 7:52. AM 

To: Fleming, Joan <insn.Flemi ng@nr.sbe.gov>; Marturcr, iVlatthew<Matthew.lVJartucci@ncsbe.gov> 

ls-2016 Protests - Legal Team info - Update 


Ms Fleming, 


A clarification on the POCinformation. 

Jesse Moss was not involved In any of the legal aspects of the protests and I should net have included his information. 
Jesse Moss Is a reporter/researcher for American Issues out of New York. They were (are) producing a documentary on 
NC voting, His team has performed video interviews, taken video ofthis and other Cumberland hearings, and taken 


l 


video of Cumberland early voting. I providecEiXl'cljil^ltf iJ^j2ai2te^lthat are public doc*fu3i© v n2^3rue 

background for their preparation for the Nov 21,2016 election protest probable cause bearing. They taped this hearing. 


VR, 



— jreinoehl@nc.rr.com wrote: 

> Sir, 

> 

> This is the contact Mo I have: 

Initial: Jesse Mossmi^B^BHilHHHMilHBIIRIIH 

:^^^Honginai protest documents) Erin Clark, eciark@hvjt.law, 

> (859) 954-8974 (follow-up) 

> 

> Post Probable Cause Hearing: Steven P. Saxe, spsaxe@hvjt.law, Michael 

> Williams, mtchael.w?iliams@ncgop i org 


> VR, 

> Jerry B. Reinoeh! 



> 


> — "Martucci wrote: 

> > Thank you so much 

> > I heed the names of the legal team? 

> > 

> > t—O riginal Message- 

> > From: jreinoehl@nc.rr.cprn [maifto:jreinoehi@nc.rr.com] 

» Sent: Tuesday, December 13,2016 2:12 PM 

»To: Martucci, Matthew <Matthew.Martucci@ncsbe.gov> 

>> Cc: jreinoehl@nc.rr.com 

> > .Subject: Cumberland 11-08-2016 Protests 
>> 

> > Sir, 

> > 

> >.The Legal Defense Team supporting the Governor McCrory. election drafted the Cumberland County, protests for my 
signature and submission. The legal team identified the individuals and ! was not provided any of the information used 
to identify those named in the protests who may have committed voting, irreguiarities. 

>> 

> > The legal team was aware of the date, time, and location of the Cumberland County probable cause hearing. I was 
advised there would be legal representation provided with sufficient documentation to support a probable cause 
determination. The meeting was called to order and I proceeded without legal .assistance. The legal team did not attend 
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the hearing, i was not provided any of the developed to sup^3i/e j^fe^.7l&e still 

not seen any of their supporting documentation. 

>> 

>> I performed the research and developed the information presented during the probable cause hearing, information 
from individual BeenVerified reports, a commercial background check subscription service,, includes such information as 
full name, address history, telephone numbers, relatives and associates, criminal and traffic arrest records, and date of 
birth, was used to research other public records. 

>> 

> > On the protest of the voter, Jennifer Louise BRUNSON, NOD who is a convicted felon who had not 

completed her sentence and was ineligible to vote, information was obtained from the NC Department of Public Safety 
Offender Public Information website. During, the public hearing, a board member examined the document and asked the 
Director, Ms. Terri Robertson, if she could verify the felony conviction information. She indicated that her office used the 
same information source. Had a probable cause determination been made, .1-believed at a formaf hearing, if the voter 
attended, her testimony and signature comparisons of her NC voter registration application and the authorization to 
^ot^^V^hQu!cn3^^.trajgb^owarcfefeterminatioirot^Ten^uil^nnnoceric^^lso, she changed her address from 

at change possibly occurred on 
Nov 3 when she voted during early voting and after her felony conviction on Oct 4,2016. Address changes require a new 
voter application - paper or electronic as in the case during early voting. She would have signed that application 
committing an additional felony by making a false statement 

> > 

> > On the protest of the seven voters who may have voted in multiple states. 

>> 

> > Information presented during the hearing on one of the individuals, Jerry Levern HENRY, NCID 
demonstrated that he had voted in Florida after voting in North Carolina, not being In violation of NC law. Learned 
afterward that I was not permitted to access that information on the Florida Department of Elections website, and 
deleted all the files. 

>> 

> > Information developed on Dion Regrnold SAMUEL, Jr, NCI 22-year-old may have been mistaken identity 

as his father had lived in Fayetteville at thesamb address but now lives in El Paso, TX, but was never registered to vote in 
NC. 

> > 

> > information developed on William-Alexander BAHR, HI, NCID 21-year-old, may have been mistaken 

identity as his father has lived in Fayetteville at the same address but is not registered to vote in NC. Could not 
determine where the father was registered to vote. 

> > 

> > Information developed on ClayC. COLLINS (Jr), NCID^^^^^, 18-year-old, may have been mistaken identity as his 
father Clay C. Collins (Sr) has the same address as the son but is registered to vote in Florida. 

> > 

> > As mentioned before, the legal team did not provide any help, and I did not have sufficient information to decide on 
the multiple state voting status of the remaining individuals. 


> > Thank you for your consid eration of these issues, Jerry B. Reinoehl 
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Fleming, Joan ____ . 

iiiiimn 

Sent Wednesday, January' 04,2017 2:16 PM 

To: Fleming, Joan; Martuc ci, Matthew 

Subject Cumberland 14-08-2016 Protests - Background 

Attachments: CumberiandjCountvJ 1-8-2316„Reinoeh|_Eiection^Protest_documenfezip_renamed 


Ms. Fleming, 

The attached zip file indudes the following documents relevant to my contact with the McCrory Legal Defense Team and 
others pertaining to the Cumberland County election protests that [ filed. 

Per our discussion,! will retain the original emails, messages, and other information and data used to support the 
protests. 

Zip File Directory: 

201611161824_email_SUBJ__Cumberiand_CQunty_Prdtest_Erin_C(ark_to_Jerry_Reinaehl_w_endosures 

2016111706l6_emaii_SU8J_Cumber!and_County_Protest- 

sign ed_document 5 __atta ched_j BR_to_Eri n_C:a rk_w__enclosures 

201611170940_email__SUBJ_Cumberland_County_Protest-signed_rjocuments_attached_Erin_C!ark_to__JBR 
201611181510 emaii_5UBJ_..pre!iminai7_hearirg_JBR_tQ.TerrLRobertson_ CfJmberland_BoE_CC_Erin_ - Clark 
20161118i549_email_SU8J_Cum be ria nd_County_Protest-Preiin ina ry_Hearing-Go ing_to_n eeti_heIp_J B R_to_Erin Cla rk 
201611250850jem3il_SUBJ_Cumberland_Cbunty_Protest_Erin_C!ark_to_J8R-Michael_Williams-5teven_Saxe 
20161125085l_email_SU 3J__Cum berla nd_Cpunty_Prote.st_JBR Jto JMichaeMAfiliia m s-5tev e n_Sa xe- 
Erl n_Cla rk_w_e nclosures 

Cumberiand_County_BoE_votes_2-l_to_dismiss_compiaints_AndrevL’_Bari^dale_F3yO_20161121 
Cum berla nd_Relnoeh L( Felon)_signed__und ated 
Cumberland _RemoehF_(lnterstate_Voter}_signed_undated 

Fayettevii!e„residen:_fiies_2_eieetionj) rotests_with__hel p_ofJVicCrc ry_cam pa jgn_Andrew_fia rksd al e_FayO_2016TH8 
WC_ll-08-2016_CLimberIand_JBR_Prot9st__Phone-Message__Logs_20170103 

VR, 

Jerry B. Reinoehl_ 
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Date: Friday, November 25, 201B 8:51 AM 

From: 

To: Michael Williams <michael.williams@no 30 p.ofg>, Steve 1 P Ssxe <spsa?e@hvjl!aw> 

Go: Erin Clark <edaik@hvjLlaw>, Jrehoehi@nc.rr,coin 

Subject: Re: Cu rr.be ria id County Protest 

Sirs, 

Believe ..the Cumberland So3 should .have considered each protest separately. 

Recommend you advise on an. appeal on the protest for the felon voter hut let's 
not pursue the protest on the out of state voters. 

The Chairman's motion for a probable cause .tinting fdr the grouped protests did 
not receive a second and thus died without action. As we have now seen Marc 
Burris, NC State BeE IT .manager, found 369 felon:! who: voted in this election... 

During, the bearing, the Secretary (Rep) Kevin Sight, remarked [quote from 
article) "the complaints raised serious questions about some voters that .should 
be investigated, out he didn't think Reinoehl b.ad shown enough evidence to 
warrant a full-blown hearing.*• 

Very confusing on how Kevin Sight could believe there is an issue of such 
concern to send to the state for investigation, and yet fails to. second the 
motion on a probable cause motion requiring a much lower burden of proof and. 
permitting a voce. 

Attache d is. the. information, on the felon voter, Jennifer bouise Brunson, NCID 
which was provided during the p.i-obable cause hearing:. At a formal 
nearnig; if the voter attended, her testimony with the attached document, and 
signature comparisons of her NC voter registration application and, the 
au taQzi sat ion to vote (M77) should be a straight forward determination on her 
guilt or innocence. Also, she has changed her address from 4706 Needham Dr to 
1347 Sayvood Dr. That change possibly occurred on. Nov 3 when she voted during 
early voting and after her felony conviction on Oct 4, 2016. Address changes 
require a new voter application - paper or electronic as in the case during 
early voting. She would have signed‘that application committing an additional 
felony by making a false statement. See attached voter application form. 

Thxs is the link to the Fayetteville Observer sooty. hetp: //wwW . tayobserver.com/ 

news/local /Cumberland - county-board -of-elect ions-votes r.o-di smi ss/art icle cS6lc 

80f-0Obd-5be4-aS52-O24adOd63512.html 

The second protest were allegations that seven voters had .also: voted in another 
state. Information X pre sented du ring the hearing, on one of the individuals, 
Jerry Levem HENRY, NCID damoristrated that he had . voted in Florids 

after he voted in North Carolina, rot being in violation of NC law. learned 
afterward that I was not permitted to access that information on the Florida 
Department of Elections website, and deleted all the: files. 

Information developed oa Dion Reginold Samuel Jr, NCID , 22 year-old may 

have been mistaken identity as his father has lived in Fayetteville at the same* 
address but now lives in SI Paso, TX, but was never registered to vote in NC. 

Information developed on William Alexander Barr III, NCID 21 vear-old 

may have been mistaken, identity '-as his father has lived in Fayetteville at the 
same address but is not registered to vote in No. Cbuld. not determine where the. 
father was registered to vote. 

information developed on Clay C. Collins (Jr) , NCID IS year-chi, may 

have been mistaken identity as his father Clay C. Collins (Sr) has the same 
address es the son but is.registered to vote in Florida. 
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vs, 

Jerrv 3. .Reinoehl 


-t Erin. Clark- <eclark@hvj.t-law> wrote; 

> Jerry, 

> 

> I have Cored my colleagues,- Steve Saxe ■& Michael. Williams, who are still in 
HC. Steve and MiJce, Jerry is our protestor in -Cumberland County. The county 
boa denied some of our protests. X will let Jerry fill you in on the details 
and you all can decide if we want to appeal, Jerry, .thanks so. tmieh for all of 
your help! 

> 

> Sr in 

> 

> 



U Jennlfer_Loufee_BRUNSON_MG_DPS_Offer)der_PubiicJnfo„NOTARIZED__20l 611 ? 9.pdf 
ili NC_BOE_Voter_Registration_Application_(English)_06W_version 1120T5.pdf 
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NOTH: Apparently deleted original this email which was received before 
Friday, Nov 25, 20I& at 3:51 AM 

-Erin Clark c eclarhs>hv~j t ■ law> wrote 

> jerry, 

>. 

> X have Cc-.ed my colleagues, Steve Saxe & Michael Sill, Hans, who are still in 

NC. Steve and Mike, Jerry is our protestor in Cumberland County, The county 
boe denied some of our protests. I will let Jerry fill you in on the details 
and you all can. decide if ws want to appeal. Jerry, thanks so much for all 
of ’ 

your help! 
v 

> Erin 

> 

> 
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Date: Friday. November 18,2016 3:49 PM 

From: 

To: . Erin Clark <eclark@hyjtlaw> 

mu 

Subject Re: Curriberiand County Protest - Preliminary Hearing - Going to need help 


Ms. Clark, 


X have observed this Cumberland county Board' of Elections in action many times. 
The Chair {Rep} is a Asst DA, Secretary (Rep) , a. teacher, and Member {Demi is 
also a. lawyer. I consider the cwq. Rep ’members to. be- friends and am in no way 
quest ironing their judgement. They are .just very tough on. all voter challenges, T. 
appreciate the 3oard allowing the opportunity to -support the charges during a- 
preliminary hearing. They could have just tossed the protests out without 
comment- 


X am not an Attorney. The preliminary hearing is where they- expect the accuser 
to present sufficient evidence to support a. probable -'cause- determination of the 
protest- While some counties may apply “relaxed" standards in interpreting .the. 
law, this board is goes to the 1 extreme and I believe sometimes -may apply an even 
stricter interpretation than what may be necessary- to- obtain a conviction' in a 
criminal case. 1 recently -submitted several voter registration challenges and 
provided at. the preliminary hearing notarized ..documentation that one believed 
was sufficient for a probable cause determination. They went into closed, 
session, with the result being to toss out ray ..challenges without, any discussion 
or explanation. I believe it was because they did not like the maimer in which 
the notary certified the- documents. One of my colleagues has-submitted, thousands 
of challenges, and the process has often, been a troubling, experience to. comply’ 
with their unique idiosyncrasies - 

They are generally unwilling to have a conversation or negotiation. It is' put up 
or shut up time. One gavel rap and they will adjourn the meeting and walk out,. 

On Monday, if these challenges are going to be successful. we will have to 
provide strong documentary evidence -supporting the protests, ! don’ t know what, 
if any, research the 3oS staff will perform bn the challenges to assist a 
determination. For voter challenges they -normally just verify the voter 
information arid make the required notifications. They don't do investigations 
and turn that, responsibility'over fco .others. 

Today's audience included the Director of the -local HAACP, and- about half-dozen 
local Dem party officials' and the liberal media. As you know, - the'.Earns will 
■raise hell. There was some GO? representation. 

Link to today 1 s .Fayetteville Observer story: 

http.;//www. f ayobser^/er. cora/tews/local/f aye ttevi lie-resident-files-eleccioa-prote 
sts-with-hel-p-of-mc-crory-carapai'gn/article_938deeb3-416a--5f 15~b6'ec~07a4-bla£ca'97 ,h- 
tml 



- 3rin. Clark <eclark@hvjt,law> wrote: 

> Thank you, Jerry 1 X will submit the scanned versions t.o Cumberland County via 
email. 
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> Subject: ReCumberland County' Protest - signed documents attached 

> 


> Ms. Clark, 


> Signed copies attached as requested, 

> 

> I will retain original documents awaiting your instructions. 

> 

> V?., 



> -- Brin'Clark <eciark@hvjt.lawceclark©hvjt.law>» wrote: 

> Mr. ReinpebI, 

>- x am an attorney for the NC GOP, thank you for-your willingness to file the 
attached protests. If you able, please sign under line .12 bn the protests-, 
scan, and email back to me. I will then, file with -the county. Plaa.se let me 
know if you have any questions, my cell is .859-954-8914. 

> Thank you again., 

> Erin 


election Pr 
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Date: Friday, November 18,2016 3:10 PM 

To: Terri Robertson <trobertson@co-cumberiand.nc.us> 

Cc: e dark @hvjtJaw, jreinoehf@narr.corn 

Subject Re: preliminary bearing 

Ms. Robertson, 

Thank you. We will be ready. 


VR, 



-Terri Robertson «trobertsonsco.Cumberland.nc..us> wrote: 

> Mor-dav 8:00 AM 

> 

> Terri Robertson, CSSA 

> Director of Sleetions 

> 227 Fountainhead Lane Ste 101 

> Fayetteville MC 28301 
^ 310-673-7733 Rhone 

> 910-673-7738 Fax 

> trdbertsortgeo, cuaiberland.nc.us<t-robart3on@co. Cumberland.nc,us> 
» [countyjboe] 


All correspondence to and from this address may be subject to the M..C. Public. 
Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties. 


] Of 1 
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Date: Friday,. November 18,20161:51 PM 

From: Tern Robertson <trobertsoh@oo.cumberiand.nc,us> 

Subject preliminary hearing 


Monday 8:00 AM 


Terri Robertson, CERA 
Director of Elections 
227 Fountainhead LaneSte !0I 
Fayetteville NC 28301 
-910-678-7733 Phone 
.910-678-7733 Fax 
trotertSQn@co.cumberfaod.nc,us 



Al! correspondence to. and frdrri this address may be subject to 'the N.C. -Public Records Law arid 'may be -disclosed, to third parties'. 


12 / 20 / 201 $ 16 :, 



https ://webm ai Inc. rr.com/d o/m ait/mes sage/pre view?m5gId=E lecti On Pro 
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Date: 

From; 

To: 


Thursday, November 17, 2016 9:40 Aivi 
Erin Clark. <eclark@hvjtiaw> 


Subject: Re: Cumberland County Protest - signed documents attached 

Thank you, Jerry* I will- submit the scanned versions to Cumberland Count/ via email. 


From: 

Date: Thursday^ November 17,2016. at 6:16 AM 
To: Erin IVltchelie Clark <ecla rk@ hvjt.iaw> 

Subject: Re: Cumberland County Protest - signed documents attached 

Ms. Clark. 


Signed copies attached as requested. 

I will retain original documents awaiting your instruciioris. 


VR. 



— Erin Clark <eeiark@hvjt.tavv> wrote; 

Mr. Reinpeh!. 

I am an attorney for the NC GOP, thank you for your willingness to fiie the attached protests. If you,able, please sign underline 12 
on the. protests, scan, and email back to me. I will then file with ih e county. Please Jet me know if you have any questions, my cel! 
is 859-954-3974. 

Thank you again, 

Erirt. 


] 2/7,0/701 n Ifi 
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Date: Thutsday^ovember 1 1 , 2016 6:16 AM 

To: Erin Clark <eclack@hv]Uayv> 

cc: 

Subject: Re: Cumberland County Protest - signed documents attached 

Ms., Clark, 

Signed copies attached as requested. 

I will retaia original documents awaiting your instructions. 


VR, 

Jerrv B. Seinoehl 



-- Srin Clark <eclarkt3tevjt,law> wrote; 

> Mr. Reinoehi, 

> 

> X -am aa attorney for the KC GOP, thank you for your willingness to file the 
"attached protests.. If you able, please sign under line 12 :bn the protests, 
scan, and email back to me. I will then file with the county,. Please let trie- 
know-if you have-any .questions, my cell is "85'?-S54.-3 974. 

> 

i Thank you again, 

> 'Srin 


® -; Cumber!and_dquble__votef_J3R_signatiire_20i61117. : pdf 
H ! Cumberland_feionvoteryJBR_js igpature_20161117.pdf 


1 of 1 
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Date: Wednesday, November 16,2016 6:24 PM 

From: Erin Clark <eclark@hvjtlaw> 



Subject: Cumberland County Protest 


Mr. Reinoebt, 


1 am an attorney for the NC GOP. thank you for your willingness to file the-attached" pretests, if you able, please sign under line 12 
on the protests, scan, and email back to me. I will then fife with the county. Please let me know if you have any 'qUestions, my cell 
is 859-954-8974. 

Thank you again, 

Erin 


® ‘ Cumberfandjfoiible voter.doc 
Cumberland_felonvoter.doc 


yrt / i < 
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http://www.fayobserver.com/news/locat/curnberiand-county-board-of-elections-votes~to- 
dismiss/artiele_c561 C80f-00bd-5b34-a952-024ad0d63512.htmi 


Cumberland County Board of Elections 
votes 2-1 to dismiss complaints 

By Andrew Barksdale Staff writer 
Nov 21,2016 



Andrew Barksdale 


Jerry Reinoehi giving sworn testimony before the Cumberland County Board of Electrons. 
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The Cumberland County Board of Elections has disregarded two election protests prepared by 
Republican Gov. Pat McCrary's campaign legal team. 

At a preliminary hearing Monday morning, the Republican-controlled board voted 2-1 to dismiss the 
complaints alleging that eight county voters who cast ballots in the Nov. 8 election were ineligible; 
the complaints argued their votes should be excluded in final county tabulations. 

The dismissal follows similar complaints tossed out by other election boards around the state that 
were lodged by McCrary, who is unofficially trailing Democratic challenger Roy Cooperby about 
6,600 votes in the governor’s race, according to state returns. 

McCrory, who was in Fayetteville on Mondayfor a gathering of his Matthew Recovery Committee, 
has not conceded the race, and he may ask for a recount after toe state finalizes the totals by next 
week. 

’We look forward to the State Board of Elections reviewing all of the protests on appeal," Russell 
Peck, McCrary's campaign manager, told The Fayetteville Observer in an emaii Monday. 'The state 
board has more access to more information, and more resources to help resolve the merits or the 
protests than any county board." 

The Copper campaign said his lead has grown to about 8,000 votes after counties finished counting 
absentee and provisional ballots last week. On Monday, Cooper named the people who will lead his 
transition team to become the state's next governor in January. 

The two Cumberland County election protests were signed by Jerry Reinoehl, a registered 
Republican and Fayetteville resident He told the board he thought a McCrory lawyer would join him 
Monday, but he was alone as he sat across from the three hoard members to answer questions. 

Harvey Raynor, the board’s ione Democrat, asked Reinoehl if toe disputed ballots would change the 
outcome of any local race. 

"I don’t know whether they will be, because this is part of a statewide process," Reinoehl said. 

Raynor pressed him further: Would his complaints change any of the resuits in this county? 

"The answer is they would not affect any of the local contests in Cumberland County," Reinoehl said. 

Kevin i light, a Republican on the board, said the complaints raised serious questions about some 
voters that should be investigated, but he didn’t think Reinoehl had shown enough evidence to 
warrant a full-blown hearing. 

Raynor and I light voted to dismiss, with James Baker, the Republican chairman of toe elections 
board, voting in dissent. Baker said Reinoehl had met toe statutory threshold of having enough 
preliminary evidence, called probable cause, to warrant a full hearing. 

"It was not a frivolous issue," Baker said afterward. There was something there.” 

One complaint alleged a felon illegally cast a ballot, and the other protest claimed seven voters 
registered in this county also voted in other states for the genera! election. 

On Monday, the Cumberland County Board of Elections wrapped up a third day to finish counting 
about 2,700 provisional ballots; of those, T,889 were disapproved for a variety of reasons. 

The county board is set to hold the voter canvass at 4 pan. Tuesday to make the results official and 
report them to the state. 

Staff writer Andrew Barksdale can be reached at barksdalea@fayobserver.com or 486-3565. 
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http://www.fayobserver.com/news/local/fayetteviile-resident-files-election-protests- 
with-h el p-of-mccrory-campaign/a rticle_988deeb3-416a-5fl5-b6ec-07a4blafca97.html 



Fayetteville resident files 2 election 
protests with help of McCrory campaign 

_ V 

By Andrew Barksdale Staff writer 
Nov 18,2016 



File photo 

Jerry Reinoehl, then a City Council candidate, participates in a forum in 2013. 

With the help of Gov. Pat McCrory, a Fayetteville resident has filed two election protests alleging 
eight people should not have cast ballots in what has become a contentious and protracted election. 
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Jerry Reinoehl signed the protest forms, which were prepared by the McCrory campaign's legal team 
as part of a broader strategy to delay the final tabulation of the Nov. 8 election results untrf 
questionable ballots can be scrutinized in the still-undecided governor's race. 

The two local protests allege that one felon voted and seven county residents voted in multiple 
states. 

'The legal team is the one that did the research," said Reinoehl, a 71-year-old registered Republican 
and retired Army major. "They have the tools." 

The Republican-controlled Cumberland County Board of Elections agreed Friday by a 2-1 vote along 
party lines to hold a preliminary hearing Monday at 8 a.m. to determine if there is any merit to the 
complaints. 

Similar election protests were filed in more than half of the state's 100 counties Thursday on behalf 
of the Republican first-term governor, who is trailing Democratic challenger Roy Cooper by a thin 
margin but has not conceded the race. 

The governor’s campaign spokesman, Ricky Diaz, said more than 80 counties have postponed their 
canvassing meetings until next week. Trie meetings were supposed to have been completed Friday. 

"Roy Cooper is making presumptuous statements based on piecemeal results from a handful of 
Democrat-leaning counties in order to deflect attention away from serious voter fraud concerns that 
are emerging across the state," Diaz said in a staternenf Friday, 

in a conference media call Friday afternoon, Marc Elias, who is a Cooper campaign lawyer, said the 
campaign has observers spread across the state where county election boards have been tallying 
provisional and absentee ballots this week. 

Based on the Cooper campaign’s figures, his margin had grown to 7,448 as of Friday afternoon, 
Elias said. 

On election night McCrory was trailing Cooper by about 5,000 votes. 

Elias described the McCrory-Ied complaints as an "endless set of frivolous protests" that do nothing 
but needlessly delay the election results, waste taxpayer dollars and "besmirch the integrity of the 
elections run by Republicans at the county level." 

Elias announced that election boards in Wake, Orange and Halifax counties have voted to dismiss 
similar election protests. 

And according to The Associated Press, the Durham County Board of Elections voted unanimously 
Friday to dismiss an election protest brought by the McCrory campaign, who said early voting ballots 
may have been mishandled. The governor Was seeking a recount of 94,000 ballots. 

In Cumberland County, the election board's two Republicans, James Baker and Kevin Highf, 
followed the recommendation of County Attorney Rick Moorefield to schedule a probable-cause 
h earing Monday to consider the two protests signed by Reinoehl. 

At issue was whether the two protests should be considered before or after the voter canvass, Which 
is when a county makes all election results final. Moorefield said he read the state statutes and 
called the State Board of Elections for advice. 

’The law is.not settled on this issue," Moorefield said. 

The board’s lone Democrat, Harvey Raynor, said he disagreed, adding that the complaints centered 
on file eligibility of eight voters and did not question how county officials conducted the election. 

"it’s eight votes," Raynor said, "Eight votes will not affect any election." 



■*<*«*. 


Exhibit 2.2.2.1 


253 of 278 


The Cumberland County board members agreed to resume the canvass meeting at 4 p.m. Tuesday, 
when they hope the state returns several hundred provisional ballots cast in the election by people 
who claimed to have registered with the Division of Motor Vehicles. 

When a voter’s name is missing in the roll, he or she votes provisionally; the voter registration is 
reviewed later, before officials decide whether to fully or partially count the ballot or reject it. But 
counties had to send DMV-related provisional ballots to the state for a final determination. There is a 
pending lawsuit against the state over the DMV issue. 

Cumberland County had 2,732 provisional ballots in the general election, and the county board met 
for most of Thursday and Friday reviewing most of them. About 800 were fully or partially approved, 
and at least 3QQ were related to DMV. 

Terri Robertson, director of the Cumberland County Board of Elections, said about 1,800 provisional 
ballots don't appear to be eligible to be cast The election board was to resume reviewing them 
Monday. 

Staff writer Andrew Barksdale can be reached at barksdalea@fayobserver.com or 486-3565. 
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(MOTE: Landline telephone logvice 
only maintains most recent 25 entries. I could not 
recover any November call logs. 


^ trin Clark ^ 

(SS9f 954-8974: 


CALC 9tO“’C 


Friday, November T8, 2016 


Nov 16,2016 email from Erin Clark, McCrary Legal 
Defense Team, indicates we had a conversation. As 
discussed above, there is no record in my cellphone log 
so believe the initial conversation was on this phone. 
This Is the telephone number listed in my public NC 
voter information. 


At the boe, Cumberland.County . 
election protest scheduled for 1100.1 
13:54, 'ha ve originate .if neatecf. 


1'0’SS Nbroptimistic 


Thank you Tor letting roe know!- 


Irelated to 


Cellphone Iog| 
interactions with McCrory Legal Defense Team, 
Cumberland County Board of Elections, 
Cumberland County Republican Party, and 
Governor McCrory's office on the Cumberland 
County Election Protests: 


Nov 18,2016 


Left the meeting ®nce i haveno 
evidence to submit if calietfas-a 
'witness 

itOl 

Thrfsfine. ri;0j 

Co boe will have a preliminary 
hearing Monday 0800' am .If you will 
not be hare may need documents to 
73:54 supj3dn.prot.ests. 


10:01 Andrew Barksdale, Fayetteville 

Observer - received copies of protests from Cumberland 
County (CC) BoE and wanted input for a newspaper article 


Saturday, November! 9,2016 

Any.'help coming for Monday, or are- 
12:08 am I ori rriyowb? 


10:09 (859) 954-8974- Erin Clark, McCrory legal Defense 
Team - did not answer calf - left voice mail {see message 
log entry) 


You are hot required to attend the 
hearing. We should have an attorney 
in attendance; 72t0 


13:50 (910) 678-7736 -Terri Robertson, CC BoE- advised 12.42 

probable cause hearing date/time/location Monday, November 2 t, 20 i 6 


Susan Mills, Chair, CC Republican 
Party, offers assistance with NC GOP. 

Nov20,2016 

Susan Milts, Chair, CC Republican 
Party -apologizes for NC GOP no-show af hearing and 
offers assistance with NC GOP, 

Nov 21, 2016 


It was lonely without legal 
assistance. Vote i? to 1 against prob¬ 
able cause. Now you must decide If 
there is an appeal My own research 
provided doc to prove Brunson was a 
felon convicted 10/04/2016 violated 
law, and Jerry levem. Henry voted, in 
nc and Honda, Provided Henry's R 
1 y r 7 voter registration a nd voter history. 

I’m so sorry, the state boe directed 

the countyboes to halt hearings until 

the state heard the petitions. ; 4.35 


Robert Andrews, Governor 

McCrory staff-apologizes for legal team no-show and if 
needed, offers assistance. 


Wednesday November 23/2016 ■ 


Fo! lowing- yesterd ays boe. meeting, 
03:55 'anyplans'fors Cumberland appeal 


Nov 23, 2016 

08:52 (859) 954-8974 - Erin Clark /: McCrory Legal Defense 
Team - did not answer call, (see message fog entry) 


Sry.i can't, answer my ph one right' 
now. I'm-going.-to-.Co you.on an email 
wtihmy-colleague/Steve, who'is still 
th'NGi 


/7't 


:s 


f- -} 
Vr? 
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NCSBE Report of Investigation 

Case Number: 2016-166 

Investigator(s): Joan Fleming/Matthew MartUcci 

Document: Inter/iew Report - John Rowerdink on 12/20/201G anti 1/10/2017/Teleph6nfc, arid 

1/24/2017-Supplement; 

County(s): Mufti pie 

Subject(s): November 7016 General Election Protests; 

Voter Fraud Allegations/Possible Falsa Statements to Affect Election Outcome — 

11/08/2016 General Election; 

On' 12/20/2016, John 

was telephnnirally contacted by NCSBE Investigators Joan Fleming and Matthew 
MartuccL After being advised of the identity of the interviewing officials, and the purpose of the 
interview, Rowerdink provided the following information: 

Rowerdink is a retired executive of Mobile Oii Company. 

Rowerdink stated that sometime shortly after the November 8, 2016 General Electron, he was contacted 
by a member of the "legal team" representing Governor Patrick McCrory and asked if he was willing to 
assist their efforts to Secure an election re-count for McCrory by filing an election protest in Moore 
County. He stated that the caller, who was female, stated that the legal team was planning to file a 
protest in Moore County and "needed someone to sign." He was unable tc rc-call the caller's name.. 

Rowerdink felt that as long as the protest was well grounded and not frivolous, he could support it, and 
he agreed to take .a look at it He commented that he has a good relationship with the Moore County 
Board of Flections (BOE), and he did not want to be involved in anything that, could adversely affect that 
relationship. 


Rowerdink advised that soon after receiving the above call, he received an email with an attachment 
containing the protest document. The protest document already contained all of the relevant 
information needed to file the protest and he was simply being asked to sign and return it. He read the 
protest and did not see anything that he felt was questionable. The protest contained the names and 
addresses offour voters who had allegedly double voted, which Rowerdink considered to be a "serious 
issue." Rowerdink printed the protest document and signed it and then attempted to send it back via 
facsimile. However, he was unsure as to whether the fax went through. He recalled calling Attorney 
Steve Roberts, who had emailed him the protest document, to confirm whether his protest document 
was received. He was advised by Roberts that he had received the first three pages, but not the last 
page with Rowerdink's signature. Accordingly, Rowerdink re-sent the fourth page to Roberts. 

Rowerdink did not personally submit the protest documents to the Moore County Board of Elections but 
rather emailed them back to the legal team as described above. He believed his protest was thereafter 
submitted to the Moore County BOE by the legal team. 
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Rowerdink stated that he subsequently called Attorney Roberts regarding a preliminary hearing of the 
protest that was scheduled at the Moore County Board of Elections on November 22,2016. Roberts 
asked Rowerdink if hefelt comfortable in presenting the protest before the Moore County BOE Board. 
Rowerdink told Roberts that the Board would want to see and hear evidence to back up the allegations, 
and that he would need to receive that information from the legal team to go forward with the protest. 
Roberts responded that his team would provide the necessary evidence to Rowerdink .prior to the 
hearing. 


Rowerdink stated that at the time he agreed to help the protest effort by signing the protest documents 
he was led to believe that the McCrory team of lawyers would provide him with the supporting evidence 
to support the claims of voter fraud against the four voters named in his protest. Rowerdink was never 
told where or how the Jaw firm developed their evidence against the named voters. 

As the date for the hearingdrew closer, the legal team failed to provide Rowerdink with any evidence 
they had in their possession. Consequently, Rowerdink contacted Glenda Clendenin, the Director of the 
Moore County BOE, and advised her that he planned to withdraw his protest since he Was never 
provided with any evidence to support the allegations in the protest documents. Clendenin told 
Rowerdink that she had conducted some research and had been able to uncover evidence associated 
with one out of the four voters showing that at least one of the accusations had merit. She encouraged 
him to attend the protest meeting based upon her research. Rowerdink commented that he wished 
that the McCrory legal team provided the same due diligence that was provided by Clendenin. 

Rowerdink attended the preliminary hearing on November 22, 2016, without ever receiving any 
documentation from the legal team. In advance of preliminary hearing, knowing that he had no 
evidence, Rowerdink prepared some written notes that he intended to read at the hearing. The notes 
stated that the protest "originated with Governor McCrary's legal team" and that Rowerdink had no 
reason to doubt the veracity of its* content. However, he stated that since he had not been provided 
with any documentation, he planned to withdraw the protest. Rowerdink could not recall if he 
presented all or part of his comments at the hearing, but he was certain that he ultimately opted not to 
Withdraw his protest because Moore County BOE Director Glenda Clendenin asked him not to. 

At the hearing, Clendenin presented her evidence which involved a female voter who voted in both 
North Carolina and Florida. Rowerdink stated that Clendenin contacted the Florida BOE and found that 
the same day the voter voted early in NC, she (the voter) requested a Florida Absentee ballot, which she 
subsequently voted. 

Rowerdink stated that if Clendenin had not done the work to research the above voter, he would have 
withdrawn his entire protest prior to the preliminary hearing because he "had no evidence." He stated 
that prior to the hearing he made multiple attempts to obtain the evidence he needed from the law 
firm, by making telephonic and email requests, but the legal team never provided him with any 
evidence. He recalled that at one.point he sent an email to Attorney Steve Roberts, informing Roberts 
that a second hearing was set for 11/30/2016 at the county BOE to hear the case against the above 
referenced Florida double-voter. Rowerdink was seeking direction from Roberts as to whether he 
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should withdraw his protest in light of the findings by Cfendenin and the lack of evidence supplied by 
Roberts or others on the legal team. He received a curt response from Roberts stating: 

"(Vir. Rowerdink- to confirm, the protest is yours alone, and you may withdraw it at 
your sole discretion. Best, Steve Roberts" 

Rowerdink stated that the response he received from Roberts made him feel like he had been "hung out 
to dry-” He added that since he received the original protest documents from Roberts, it was curious 
that Roberts would descr ibe the protest as "yours alone." 

Rowerdink described the email containing the protest document as having been sent to Rowerdink at 
9:34 PM on 11/16/2016. Rowerdink noted that although the attached protest was clearly intended for 
him (Rowerdink) and contained his name and address, the email message sent by Roberts was 
addressedtoa "Ms. Corbin", and it instructed her to sign and return the protest to Roberts. Rowerdink 
stated he had no idea who Ms. Corbin was, but he speculated that Roberts was contacting multiple 
people in multiple counties forthe same purpose. (Investigator's Mote: A review of protest documents 
submitted to various co unties revealed a protest submitted by 1 leather Corbin,B§E|S38fi828ffi§f§| 

Iredell County BOE, allegingthat three votes were cast in the county by 
individuals who were deceased. The protest was dismissed by the Iredell County BOE based upon no 
witnesses appearing at the hearing to present evidence and because the BOEfound that all three voters 
died afterthey had legally voted. The protest was delivered to the Iredell County BOE via an email from 
Attorney Steve Roberts. The Iredeli County BOE had no contact with Heather Corbiri and notices they 
attempted to send to her address of record via certified mail were returned as "unclaimed."] 

Rowerdink thereaftersent an email advising Roberts and the Moore County BOE that he was formally 
withdrawing his protest. Rowerdink stated thatin hindsight be felt that if "they" (the legal team) had 
delivered the evidence as they had promised, he could have supported the protest effort he was 
recruited to support. 

Rowerdink admitted that at the time he signed the protest document, he had no personal knowledge of 
any evidence to support the a llegations against any of the four voters named in his protest. The 
interviewing officials drew his attention to his specific answers to questions in the protest and he 
responded as follows: 

Question 5 : This question asked whether the protest involved an "alleged error in vote count or 
tabulation." Rowerdink's answer suggests that he conducted a "review of early voting files from other 
states" resulting in the conclusion that the four voters named in his protest "cast baiiots in both MCand 
another state" and that those ballots "were erroneously counted and tabulated by the Moore County 
Board of Elections." However, in his interview, Rowerdink stated that he personally did nd such review. 
He further acknowledged that while he did not have first-hand knowledge asto whether any review was 
done by anyone, he believed that the McCrory lawyers would have done that work before recruiting him 
to submit the protest. 
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Question 7: This question asked the protestor to "set out alf election Jaws or regulations that you allege 
were violated" and to name the alleged violators.. Rowerdink did no research on election laws or 
regulations in association with the protest and he had no information to furnish as to the names, 
addresses and phone numbers of any of the riamedvoters. Although the question asked the protest 
author to provide that information for persons who "you allege committed such violations", when asked 
if he personally had knowledge of any of the names listed in his protest as having voted in multiple 
states he answered, "Qf course not." He stated he relied on the information provided by Governor 
McCrary's lawyers. 

Q,uestion 8: This question asked for the protest author to identify the "names, addresses, and phone 
numbers of any witnesses to any misconduct alleged by you in this pretest, and specify what each 
witness saw or knows." Rowerdink completed this question by filling in his (Rowerdink's) information. 
When asked if he had actually witnessed any misconduct or seen any evidence to support the 
allegations in Questions 5 and 7, he answered that he "did not witness any conduct." 

Question 9 : This question asked what remedy Rowerdink wps seeking as a result of his protest His 
answer as stated in the protest was that, '"The Moore county Board of Elections must invalidate all 
ballots for any office whatsoever deemed to be cast by persons who voted in multiple states in violation 
of state law, assetforth in Sections 5 and 7, above." (Questions 5 and 7} Rowerdink stated that if any 
of the named voters did in fact vote twice, he wished for their votes to be invalidated- 

Question 10 : Question 10 asked, "Do you contend the allegations set out by you are sufficient to have 
affected orcast doubt upon the results of the protested election? If your answer is yes, please state the 
factual basis for your opinion." Rowerdink's answer, as stated in his protest, was: "Yes. The described 
allegations clearly demonstrate that ballots cast by persons who voted in multiple states, for the 
election held on November 8,2016 in MOORE County, are invalid understate law. The invalid ballots 
cast by persons who have voted in multiple states in violation of state and federal law, must not he 
counted for any office voted." Rowerdink stated that although he did not authorthat answer, he stood 
by it "depending on if the evidence supported it." 

Rowerdink stated that although he asked for the supporting evidence multiple times, the attorneys did 
not supply it. He stated that he was never given a reason and does not know why they failed to supply 
it. He advised that he knows and respects the members of the Moore County BOE, and would not 
intentionally do anything to injure his good relationship with them. He noted that the process that the 
BOE used to evaluate ballots was very fair and every vote was looked at carefully. 

A copy of the above referenced email chain in which Rowerdink informed the Moore County BOE of his 
intention to withdraw the protest was obtained from Director Ciendenin and is attached and made a 
part hereto. Rowerdink advised that he maintains his own file of documents associated with the 2016 
General Election and that he would provide copies of relevant emails and documents to the 
investigators. 

A copy of the protest signed by Rowerdink and submitted to the Moore County BOE is also attached.// 
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Supplement: On 01/24/2017, Rowerdink provided copies of emails received from and/or sent to Steve 
Roberts, the NCGQP, and Katie Kouba, between 11/16/2016 and 11/30/2016. He stated that he may 
have additional email from the same individuals, but that the attached are the most relevant to the 
inquiry by the NCSBE. They are attached to this report// 
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NCSBE Report of Investigation 

Case Number: 2016-166 

Investigator(s): Joan Fleming/Matthew Martucci 

Document: interview Report-John Rowerdink on 12/20/2016 and 1/10/2017/Telephoriic, and 

1/24/2017 - Supplement; 

County(s): Multiple 

Subject{s): November 2016 General Election Protests; 

Voter Fraud Allegatlons/Possible False Statements to Affect Election Outcome ~ 
11/08/2016 General Election; 

Rowerdin 

was telephonleally contacted by NCSBE Investigators Joan Fleming and Matthew 
Martucci. After being advised of the identity of the interviewing officials, and the purpose of the 
interview, Rowerdink provided the following information: 

Rowerdink is a retired executive of Mobile Gil. Company. 

Rowerdink stated that sometime shortly after the November s, 2016 General Election, he was contacted 
by a 1 member of the "legal team" representing Governor Patrick McCrory and asked if he was willing to 
assist their efforts to secure an election re-count for McCrory by filing art election protest in Moore 
County. He stated thattbe caller, who was female, stated that the legal team was planning to file a 
protest in Moore County and "needed someone to sign." He was unable to: recall the calfefs name- 

Rowerdink feltthat as long as the protest was well grounded and not frivolous, he could support it, and 
he agreed to take a look at it. He commented that he has a good relationshipwith the Moore County 
Board of Elections (BOE), and he did not want ro be involved in anythingthat could adversely affect that 
relationship. 

Rowerdink advised thatsoon after receiving the above call, he received an email with an attachment 
containing the protest document. The protest document already contained all of the relevant 
information needed tofilethe protest arid he Was simply being asked to sign and return it. He read the 
protest and did not see anythingthathe felt was questionable. The protest contained the names and 
addresses of four voters who Had allegedly double voted, which Rowerdink considered to be a "serious 
issue." Rowerdink printed the protest document and signed it and then attempted to send it back via 
facsimile. However, he was unsure as to whether the fax went through. He recalled calling Attorney 
Steve Roberts, who had emailed him the protest document, to confirm whether his protest document 
was received. He was advised by Roberts that he had received the first three pages, but not the last 
page with Rowerdink's signature. Accordingly, Rowerdink re-sent the fourth page to Roberts. 

Rowerdink did not personally submit the protest documents to the Moore County Board of Elections but 
rather emailed them back to the legal team as described above. He believed his protest was thereafter 
submitted to the Moore County BOE by the legal team. 
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Rowerdink stated that he subsequently calied Attorney Roberts regarding a preliminary hearing of the 
protest that was scheduled at the Moore County Board of Ejections on November 22, 2016. Roberts 
asked Rowerdink if he felt comfortable in presenting the protest before the Moore County BOE Board. 
Rowerdink told Roberts that the Board would want to see and hear evidence to back up the allegations, 
and that he would need to receive that information from the legal team to go forward with the protest. 
Roberts responded that his team would provide the necessary evidence to Rowerdink prior to the 
hearing. 

Rowerdink stated that at the time he agreed to help the protest effort by signing the protest documents 
he was led to believe that the McCrary team of lawyers would provide him with the supporting evidence 
to support the claims of voter fraud against the four voters named in his protest. Rowerdink was never 
told where or how the law firm developed their evidence against the named voters. 

As the date for the hearing drew closer, the legal team failed to provide Rowerdink with any evidence 
they had in their possession. Consequently, Rowerdink contacted Glenda Clendenin, the Director of the 
Moore County BOE, and advised her that he planned to withdraw his protest since he was never 
provided with any evidence to support the allegations in the protest documents, Clendenin told 
Rowerdink that she had conducted some research and had been able to uncover evidence associated 
with one out of the four voters showing that at least one of the accusations had merit She encouraged 
him to attend the protest meeting based upon her research. Rowerdink commented that he Wished 
that the McCrary legal team provided the same due diligence that was provided by Ciendenin- 

Rowerdink attended the preliminary hearing on November 22, 2016, without ever receiving any 
documentation from the legal team. In advance of preliminary hearing, knowing that he had no 
evidence,. Rowerdink prepared some written notes that he intended to read at the hearing. The notes 
stated that the protest "originated with Governor McCrary's legal team" and that Rowerdink had no 
reason to doubt the veracity of its' content. However, he stated that since he had not been provided 
with any documentation, he planned to withdraw the protest. Rowerdink could not recall if he 
presented all or part of his comments at the hearing, but he was certain that he ultimately opted not to 
withdraw his protest because Moore County BOE Director Glenda Clendenin asked him not to. 

At the hearing, Clendenin presented her evidence which involved a female voter who voted in both 
North Carolina and Florida. Rowerdink stated that Clendenin contacted the Florida BOE and found that 
the same day the voter voted early in NC, she (the voter) requested a Florida Absentee ballot, which she 
subsequently voted. 

Rowerdink stated that if Clendenin had not done the work to research the above voter, he would have 
withdrawn his entire protest prior to the preliminary hearing because he "had no evidence." He stated 
that prior to the hearing he made multiple attempts to obtain the evidence he needed from the law 
firm, by making telephonic and email requests, but the legal team never provided him with any 
evidence. He recalled that at one point he sent an email to Attorney Steve Roberts, informing Roberts 
that a second hearing was set for 11/30/2016 at the county BOE to hear the case against the above 
referenced Florida double-voter. Rowerdink was seeking direction from Roberts as to whether he 
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should withdraw his protest in light of the findings by Clendenin and the lade of evidence supplied by 
Roberts or others on the legal team. He received a curt response from Roberts stating; 

"Mr. Rowerdink —to confirm, the protest is yours alone, and you may withdraw it at 
your sole discretion. Best, Steve Roberts" 

Rowerdink stated that the response he received from Roberts nria.de him feel like he had been "hung out 
to dry." He added that since he received the original protest documents from Roberts, it was curious 
that Roberts would describe the protest as "yours alone." 

Rowerdink described the email containing the protest document as having been sent to Rowerdink at 
9:34 PM on 11/16/2016. Rowerdink noted that although the attached protest was clearly intended for 
him (Rowerdink) and contained his name and address, the email message sent by Roberts was 
addressed to a "Ms. Corbin", and it instructed her to sign and return the protest to Roberts. Rowerdink 
stated he had no idea who Ms. Corbin was, but he speculated that Roberts was contacting multiple 
people in m uitiple counties for the same purpose. [Investigator's Note: A review of protest documents 
submitted to various co unties revealed a protest submitted'by Heather Corbfn,^S p8t||^^S^|^| 
3mHHMH9tc> the Iredei) County BGE, alleging that three votes were cast In the county by 
individuals who were deceased. The protest was dismissed by the fredef! County BOE based upon no 
witnesses appearing atthe hearing to present evidence and because the 80E found that all three voters 
died after they had legally voted. The protest was delivered to the Iredell County BOE via an email from 
Attorney Steve Roberts. The Iredell County BOE had no contact, with Heather Corbin and notices they 
attempted to send to her address of record via certified mail were returned as "unclaimed "] 

Rowerdink thereafter sent an email advising Roberts and the Moore County BOE that he was formally 
withdrawing his protest. Rowerdink stated that in hindsight he : felt that if "they" (the legal team) had 
delivered the evidence as they had promised, he could have supported the protest effort he was 
recruited to support. 

Rowerdink admitted that at the time he signed the protest document, he had no personal knowledge of 
any evidence to support the allegations against any of the four voters named in his protest. The 
interviewing officials drew his attention to his specific answers to questions in the protest and he 
responded as follows; 

Question 5 : This question asked whether the protest involved an "alleged error in vote count or 
tabulation." Rowerdinids answer suggests that he conducted a "review of early voting files from other 
states" resulting in the conclusion that the four voters named in his protest "cast ballots In both NC and 
another state" .and that those ballots "were erroneously counted and tabulated by the Moore County 
Board of Elections." However, in his interview, Rowerdink stated that he personally did no such review. 
He further acknowledged that while he did not have first-hand knowledge as to whether any review was 
done by a nyone, he believed that the McCrory lawyers would have done that work before recruiting him 
to submit the protest. 
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Question 7 ; This question asked the protestor to "set out all election laws Or regulations that you allege 
were violated" and to name the alleged violators. Rowerdink did no research on election laws or 
regulations in association with the protest and he had no information to furnish as to the names, 
addresses and phone numbers of any of the named voters. Although the question asked the protest 
author to provide that Information for parsons who "you allege committed such violations" when asked 
if he personally had knowledge of any of the names listed in his protest as having voted in multiple 
states he answered, "Of course not." He stated he relied on the information provided by Governor 
McCrary's lawyers. 

Question 8 ; This question asked for the protest author to identify the "names, addresses, and phone 
numbers of any witnesses to any misconduct alleged by you in this protest, and specify what each 
witness saw or knows." Rowerdink completed this question by filling in his (Rowerdink's} information. 
When asked if he had actually witnessed any misconduct or seen any evidence to support the 
allegations In Questions S arid 7, he answered that he "did not witness any conduct" 

Question 9 : This question asked what remedy Rowerdink was seeking as a result of his protest. His 
answer as stated in the protest was that, "The Moore County Board of Elections must invalidate all 
ballots for any office whatsoever deemed to be cast by persons who voted in multiple states in violation 
of state iaw, as set forth in Sections 5 and 7, above." (Questions 5 and 7) Rowerdink stated that if any 
of the named voters did in fact vote twice, he wished for their votes to be invalidated. 

Question ID : Question 10 asked, "Do you contend the allegations set out by you are sufficient to have 
affected or cast doubt upon the results of the protested election? If your answer is yes, please state the 
factual basis for your opinion." Rowerdink's answer, as stated in his protest, was: "Yes. The described 
allegations dearly demonstrate that ballots cast by persons who voted in multiple states, for the 
election held on November 8, 2016 in MOORE County, are invalid understate law. The invalid ballots 
cast by persons who have voted in multiple states in violation of state and federal law, must pot be 
counted for any office voted." Rowerdink stated thatalihough he did not author that answer, he stood 
by it "depending on if the evidence supported it." 

Rowerdink stated that although he asked for the supporting evidence multiple times, the attorneys did 
not supply it Restated that he was never given a reason and does not knew why they failed to supply 
it- He advised that he knows and respect; the members of the Moore County BOE, and would not 
intentionally do anything to injure his good relationship with them. He noted that the process that the 
BOE used to evaluate ballots was very fair and every vote was looked at carefully. 

A copy ofthe above referenced email chain in which Rowerdink informed the Moore County BOE of his 
intention to withdraw the protest was obtained from Director C’endpnin and is attached and made a 
part hereto. RqVVerdink advised that he maintains his own file of documents associated with the 2016 
General Election and that he would provide copies of relevant emails and documents to the 
investigators. 

A copy ofthe protest signed by Rowerdink and submitted to the Moore County BOE is also attached.// 
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Supplement: On 01/24/2017, Rowerdihk provided copies of emails received from and/or sent to Steve 
Roberts, the NCGOR, and Katie Kouba, between 11/16/2016 and 11/30/2016* He stated that he may 
have additional email from the same individuals, but that the attached are the most relevant to the 
inquiry by the NCSBE. They are attached to this report,// 
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ELECTION PROTEST 
Use of tills form is required by CS. 163-182.9(c) 

Thisfonn Must be filed with the county board of elections within the timeframes set out in.G.S. 163-182.9 (b)(4). 
Please print or type your answers. Feel free to use and attach additional sheets if needed to fully answer the 
questions below. You may also attach relevant exhibits and documents. Please number the pages of such additional 
sheets and attachments. 

I. Full name 2nd mailing address of person tilingthe protest. 

John Rowerdinfc 
15 McMichaei Drive 
Pinchurst, NC 28374 


Z Home and business phone number, fee number, 2nd e-mail address. 

Home/Business phone; 910-235-0644 
Fax; N/A 

Emai I; jrowerdia : c@apl.com 


3. Are you either a candidate or registered voter eligible to vote in the protested election? 
If a candidate, for what office? 

Registered voter 


4.* List the date, location, and exact nature of the election protested. Name all candidates in the election and the 
number of votes each receive i Note the winning candidates) elected or nominated. 

November 8,2016 General Section. All candidates and issues on the ballot indicated for thafelection. 


5. Does this protest involve an alleged error In vote count or tabulation? If so, please explain in detail. 

Upon review of sariy voting files from other scales, it appears that four (4) individuals castballots in both North 
Carolina and another state. Casting a ballot in more than one State is a clear violation ofNorth Carolina and federal 
election laws. ‘Therefore, these ballots were erroneously counted and tabulated by the MOORE County Board of 
Elections. 


6. Does this protest involve art Irregularity or misconduct not described in number 5 above? If so, please give a 
detailed description of such misconduct or irregularity and namethose who committed such action. 


No. 


7- Please set out ail election laws or r egulations that you allege were violated in your responses to 5 or 6 above. 
State how each violation occurred. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of those who you allege 
committed such violations. 

HC. Gen. Stat § 163-82.1 
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la violation of the statutes prcvid&J fer above, invalid ballots were cast by the foliowing persons knovni to have 
voted ln multiple states: 

KAIBY T MULDER, MURRAY HILL RD, AFT 132, SOUTHERN PINES, NC 28387-6288 
CAROL ANN TURNER, CHOKE CHERRY U£ PINBEUSST, NC 28374-9344 
ANNE FINKS HUGHES, MCQUEEN PI, FfNSEKJRST, NC 0374-8951 
WnjAANl JEROME HOQfJES, MCQUEEN ?L, PINBHURST, NC 28374-885! 


8. Please provide the wants, addresses, and phone numbers of my witnesses to any misconduct alleged by yon in 
tins protest, and specify what each wtmtss listed sot or knows. 

John 'Rov/erdhih 
]5 MaMicItael Drive 
Pinoluirst, NC 28374 

930-23S-0644 


9. Wtet action do yon desirethe coring board of elections to take in this matter? 


persoos Who voted in multiple sates in violation of state law, as set forth m Sections 5 ari. 7, above. 


10. Do you contend the allegation set out by yon are sufficient to navi affected or cast doubt upon the rfaulfa of the 
protested election? If your snswer is yes, please state the factual basis for your opinion. 

Yes. The described allegations dearly demonstrate that bailors cast by persons who voted hi multiple sates, forth e 
electron held on November 5,2016 in MOORE Cousity.se invalid under State law. The invalid ballots cast by 
persons who have voted hi multiple skks in violation of state and federal law, masrnotbe counted for any office 
voted. 


11, Have you read andreviewed the North Carolina law pertaining to election protests as sat out m G.S. 163-182.9 
through G.S. 163-182.14 and current North Carofimt Stare Boat! of Elections regulations pertaining to election, 
protests? 

Yes. 


IZ How'manypages ofadditionaltEiawer areattsciiedtoftis protest? D 
flow many pages of attachments arc attached? 0 



tteie/tmie Filed with County 3oard 


(to be filled out by the couaty b<wtd) 

NOTE; The county beard must provide the State Board vrilh a complete cony of a filed protest >i&in one business 
day after it is filed. In addition, the county board shall provide a copy of the election audit with this copy of the 
protest. ' 

.please direct ary ouesRfms to y&ur county board of elections or the North Osrolin* Slat* Board ot Elections, f*0 

Box 27255, Raleigh, NC 27611 -7255, (919) 733-7173. 
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Subj; 

Date: 

From 
To; 

Ms. Corbin ~ 

i am an attorney with the McCrory legal team. Thank you for your willingness to fife the attached protests. If 
you are able, please sign under Fine 12 on the protest, scan, and email back to me. You. can also fax it back to me 
at 540-341-8809.1 will then file with the county. Please let me know if you have any questions, my cel! is 202- 
2941613. 


Election Protest 

Tl /16/2016 9:34:09 P.M. Eastern StandardTime, 
sroberis@hyjt.jsw 


Thank you again, 
Steve Roberts 


Steve Roberts 
sroberts(S»hvitiaw 

Holtzman Vogel Jossfiak Torchinsky PLLC 

45 North Hill Drive, Suite 100 

Warren ton ,, VA 20186 

C: 202.294.1613 

0:540.341.8808 

F: 540.341.8809 

Admitted iri Virginia and D.C. 

PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL 

This cprampnicaSon and sny accompanying documents are conSkfeutiai and privtegsd. They are intended for Sts sole use of the addressee, 
if you receive this transmission in error, you are advised that any dtsdosore, copying. distribution, ex the taidng of any action in reliance upon 
this oommunicaton is strfctfy prohibited. Moreover, any such disclosure snaS ncS compromise. or waive tba’adomey-efeni, accountairf-cfent, 
or other privileges as to this corermJnScaiicn or otherwise. If you have received this communication in error, please contact ms at the above 
email address. Thank you. 

DISCLAIMER. 

Any accounting, business or tax advice contained in ibis communication. inducing attachments and enclosures, is not intended as a thorough, 
in-depth sretysis of sp-ecjSe issues, nor a substitute for a formas opinion, nor is it sefrkdsnt. to. avoid tax-rented penalties, if desired. Hoiizmar) 
Vogel jossfisK. PLLC would be pleased io perform the requisite research and provide you with a detailed written analysis. Such an 
engagement: rosy be the subjed: of a separate engagement tetter that would define the scope and limits of the desired consultation services. 
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Subj: . Protests at Counties Tomorrow 

Date: 11/21/2016 10:05:39 P.M. Eastem Sfandard Time 

From: elecfions @n cqop.orq 

Good Evening - 

Thank you for volimteeiing to submit an election protest to your county board of elections. We appreciate your help in this 
project. The county boards of elections win conduct any fact-finding at a hearing in the next several days. To the extent 
necessary, our attorney's have provided information directly to the county boards that would assist with their fact-fin ding. Yon 
do not need to goto the county hoard of elections hearing, nor do von needto present any evidence otrmaice 
any argu ments. The state board of elections will determine legal matters related to the protests b egjnnihg tomorrow. 


We are working to get attorneys to all counties, but with all of the rescheduling we can not guarantee one-will be at your 
county’s meeting. Again, you do not have to defend your protest iu person. 


On behalf of the NCGOP, I thank you again for your help on this matter. 


Thanks! 
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Subj: 

Date: 

From: 

To: 

CC: 


RE: Moore Canvass Information 
11/21/2015 7:13:5S P.ti/7. Eastern Standard Time 


sroberts@hvft.law, katiG.kouba@ncqop.org. bandischoltcs@nc.rr.com 
noakiev@slon.6di:. sarahhlanisr@Qmatl.cx3m. spsaxe@hvit.lsw 


Any idea when we will get this? 


John Rowerdink 


On Monday, November 21. 2016 Steve Roberts <sroberts@hvjtiaw> wrote: 
John, you'll be receiving information shortly from my colleague Steve Saxe. 
Thanks, Steve Roberts 


Steve Roberts 
202.294.1613 


Holtzman Vogel Josefiak Torchinsky PLLC 


Sent: Monday, November 21, 2016 4:35 PM 

To: katie.konba@ncqop.orqf bandfscholtes@nc.rr.com 

Cc: noaklgy@elcn.edu: sarahnlanier@qmail.com; Steven P. Saxe; Steve Roberts 
Subject: Re: Moore Canvass Information 


This is not the evidence. It is simply a copy of the protest iVe left phone and email messages for Steve Roberts, 
the MeCrory lawyer handling this and haven't heard back. This is getting a little ndicufous. 

John 


On Monday, November 21. 2016 Katie Kouba <kari6.kouba@ncqop.org> wrote: 


Attached! 


Sarah, are you able to be there? I'm copying Steve Saxe, a lawyer who hs been working on these, to this email if 


TviAsidav Tani'iarv pit 9017 AdTrawsminV 




Exhibit 2.2.2.1 


Page 2 of 

270 of 278 


you have any specific questions! 


Best, 

Katie 


On Mon, Nov 21,2016-at 4:04 PM, Katie Kouba < k3tie kouba@ncnoporo> wrote: 
I’m not sum about Sa rah. Kfeil w31 a nave aronad u a.m. from what I understand. 


On Mon, Nov 21,2016 at 3:21 PM, < baridf'schoiies® nc, rr.com > wrote: 

Thanks. I will be at the meeting, but l am nota litigator. 1 hope that Neil Oakley or Sarah Lanier will be present 
As yet, we have not received the evidence we will be presenting. So, yes, please connect me with our attorney 
Bill 


— Katie Kouba <katig.kou ba(fiincaoD-Org> wrote: 

> Thank you! Are you able to go to the protest meeting tomorrow? 1 can 

> conned; you with our attorney to give you a brief on it It is at 9 a.m. 

> tmorrov/ 

> 

> On Mon, Nov 21,2016 at 3:12 PM, < bafidtschOlfes@nc.rr,corn> wrote; 

> 

> > Katie, the Moore Couniy Board of Sections meets tomorrow. ifthey 

> > complete the consideration of provisional ballots and the canvass then, i 

> > will send you the appropriate reports. 

>> 

> > In the meantfme, I am returning the spreadsheet you sent me concerning 

> > provtsTonaf balTots. f have elTminafect some unnecessary columns from he 

> > original spreadsheet and have added two at the end. These latter columns 

> > show you whether the Board has made a determination to allow or disallow a 
>■> provisional ballot and the reason for their decision. The blank ceils 

> > indicate that the decision is pending. 

> > 

> > it is possible forthe Board to reconsider some of these decisions. 

> > 

> | have checked with John Rowerdink, our Chairman, and he had the same 

> results as those reported on the spreadsheet Our focal newspaper, 

> > however, came up with different totals. So, the .totals might be slightly 

> > different when finalized. '* ' 

> > 

» Biii 

> >— Katie Kouba < katie. koiiba@ncQOD. org> wrote: 

>>> Good Evening - 
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> > >: 

> > >1 apologize for how late this message is coming. Attached to this e-mail 
>>ar& 

> > > a few documents to help you at your county canvass. Please let me know 
>> if 

> •> s-you have any trouble opening any of the documents! 

> > > 

>>> 

> >•> Please cal! us at 919-625-8300 if you have any questions and to give us 

> > > updates as you are able. 

>> > 

>'» 

>>> 

>>> Best, 

> > > 

> >> Katie Kouba 
>•.» 

> > 

> 

> 

> — 

> Katie Kouba 

> Senior Political Director 

> North Carolina Republican Party 


Katie Kouba 


Senior Political Director 
North Carolina Republican Party 


Katie Kouba 

Senior PoFrical Director 

North Carolina Republican Party 


Tnoo/lo^r ToT^T-iortr 9/J. 2017 A Of - TrAU/Ar/iinlr 
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The election protest that is the subject of this hearing originated with Governor 
McCrary's legal team. It required signature by a registered voter in Moore County and i 
agreed to sign it, depending on the veracity of the information contained in it. 

I have no reason to doubt that veracity, but over the course of this past weekend, the 
Governor's legal team failed to provide me with a copy of the evidence supporting the 
protest 

Therefore, I withdraw the protest, with apologies to the individuals named in it for 
whatever distress it has caused them. 



Exhibit 2.2.2.1 


273 of 278 


Subj: 

Date: 

From: 

To: 

CC; 


Mo ore County Protest 

11/33/2016 6:27:35 A.M. Eastern Standard Time 



srob5rts@hvit.Iaw 

elecfions@moorecoL;ntvnc-qov 


Steve... The formal hearing in Moore County on Kaley Mulder, one of the voters in the Moore County protest is 
scheduled to take place in Carthage, NC this morning, I am planning to attend. I’m being asked by theMcore 
County BOE if we want to withdrawthe protest I've fold them its not my decision and would refer it to you. 1 left 
two phone messages for you yesterday but have not heard back. The hearing is scheduled at 10 AM so rfwe're 
going to withdraw, I need to know ASAP. Thanks. 

John Rowerdink 
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Subj: 

Date; 

From: 

To: 


CC: 


Re: Moore County Protest 

LM. Eastern Standard Time 


sroberts@i~rvit.iaw. Idem3stus@nc.n~.com, irowerdink@agi.com. o3p.mcno@qmait.com, 
tbeddow@nc.n~.com. LbfmfaJaol.com . bandjscholies@nc:rr.com . Ivdiaower @aol.com. 
hmendeteori@nc.rr.com. nnkawB24@qmail.com, ndakley@eion.edu . faslexo@qmail.coni 
eiecfa~ons@mcorecQuntvnc.qov 


FYI, I have today withdrawn our protest of the Moore County election, at a hearing scheduled this morning in. Carthage. I 
had referred the matter to the Governor's legal team earlier this morning and his response is shown below. 

At the Moore County BOE canvass yesterday, the vote of Kaley Mulder was accepted on the premise that she was a 
duly registered voter in Moore County at the fime she voted and at that time, her Florida vote had not yet taken place.. 

It is also my understanding that the question of her violation of the law will still go forward, most-likely in Florida. 
Considering these things, nothing was to be gained by going forward with the protest at this time. Further, I understand 
that withdrawing the protest will save a lot of work for our local BOE. For these reasons, I felt it made sense to withdraw. 

John ~ 


In a message dated 11/30/2016 9:20:15 A.M. Eastern Standard Time, sroberts@hy{tlaw writes: 

Mr. Rowerdink - to confirm, the protest is yours alone, and you may withdraw it at your sole discretion. 
Best, Steve Roberts 


Steve Roberts 
202.294.1613 

Holtzman Vogel Josefiak torchinsky PLLC 


FromM- f-" ’. . 

Sent; Wednesday, November 30,2016 6:28 AM 
To: Steve Roberts 

Cc: eiectiors@moorecDuntync.gov 
Subject; Moore County Protest 


Steve... The formal hearing in Moore County on Kaley Mulder, one offhe voters in the Moore Ccuniy protest, is 
scheduled to take place in Carthage, NO this morning. I am planning to attend. I’m being asked by the Moore 
County.BOE if we want to withdraw the protest I’ve told them it’s not my decision and would refer It toyou. (left 
two phone messages for you yesterday but have not heard back. The hearing is scheduled at 10 AM so if we're 
going to withdraw, ( need to know ASAP. Thanks. 


j John Rowerdink 
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NC5BE Report of Investigation 

Case Number: 2016-166 

investigator^}: Joan Fleming/Cheryl Travers 

Document: Interview Report —Aysha Nasir on 4/4/2017; 

County's): Multiple 

Subject(s): November 2016 General Election Protests; 

Voter Fraud Ailegations/Possible False Statements to Affect Election Outcome - 
11/03/2016 General Election; 

On 4/4/2017, Nasir, jHUH^H^HHIIHIIIUmHUlHHP'vas 

interviewed by NCSBE Investigators J oan Fleming and Cheryl Travers. After being advised of the identity 
of the interviewing officials, and the purpose of the interview, Nasir provided the following information: 

Nasir isa 2032 graduate of the University of Maryland at College Park and Is afreelance writer 
of "web copy" and science fiction. Her date of birth (DOB) is 

Nasir stated she initially learned that she was named in an election protest when she was 
contacted and informed ofthe protest by Bob Hall of Democracy' North Carolina. She advised that she 
does not know and has never met the "author" ofthe protest, Evelyn Poole-Kober, and likewise does 
not know any of the otberfive individuals accused in the protest by Kober of double-voting in North 
Carolina and in another state. 

_ Nasir stated that she grew up in the state of Maryland and roctrW- 

which is where, her father is still currentlyresiding. She stated 
that her father is a corporate attorney for Alston and Bird in Washington D.C. Prior to moving to north 
Carolina, she was registered to vote in Maryland and voted there as a valid, registered voter. She 
advised that she has voted via absentee ballot in Maryland in the past. 

Nasir moved from Maryland to Chapel Hill, North Carolina in 2016 and registered to vote in 
Orange County, NCat the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) on July 25,2016. She thereafter voted 
early "One-Stop" in Orange County, NC for the November 8, 2016 General Election. 

Nasir denied that she voted ip Maryland in the November 8, 2016 General Election and stated 
that she did not knqw why someone would accuse her of having done so. She stated she is 
"disappointed but not surprised" to find that a person can accuse someone in a legal document of a 
voting violation in North Carolina without providing any evidence or informing that person ofthe 
accusation. Nasiradded that she "followed the lav/' and "did her duty as an American" and that being 
wrongfully accused made her feel vulnerable. She wondered if the point of filing the protest was to 
make her fearful of voting. She also wondered if her ethnic background was related to the reason she 
was singled out by Kober, Nasir explained tb3t her family heritage is Palestinianand that some of her 
family were refugees. She commented that it was her belief that part of being or becoming an American 
is the right to riot be afraid to go out and vote. 
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Nasir stated that she feels somewhat "daunted" by the fact that ft-appears .that a person can't 
move about in their own country without being accused of a crime. 

A copy of the protest document signed by Kober and naming Nasir among five other individuals 
as having voted twice in the November 2016 General Election is attached and made a part hereto.// 

2016'166/Active 
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NCSBE Report of investigation 

Case Number: 2016-166 

Investigator^): Joan Fleming/Cheryl Travers 

Document: Interview Report — Robert Chadwick on 4/4/2017; 

County{s); Multiple 

Subjects): November 2016 General Election Protests; 

Voter Fraud Allegaticvns/Possible False Statements to Affect Election Outcome — 
11/08/2016 General Election; 

_ On 4/4/2017, Robert Lee rharWrP ir 

illsB was interviewed by NCSBE Investigators Joan Fleming and Cheryl Travers. After being advised of 
the identity of theinterviewing officials, and the purpose of the interview, Chadwick provided the 
following information: 

Chadwick isa graduate of Elizabeth City State University with a degree inBusinessand 
Marketing- He is employed as a Family Care Manager at the Family Resource Center on Barrett Drive in 
Raleigh, NC. His date of birth (DOB) is 

Chadwick stated he initially learned that he was named in an election protest when he was 
contacted and informed of the protest by Bob Hall of Democracy' North Carolina. He advised that he 
does not know and has never met the "author" of the protest, Charies Heliwig, and likewise does not 
know any of the Other twenty-one individuals accused in the protest by Heliwig of double-voting in 
North Carolina and in another state. 

_ Chadwick stat ed that be grew up in the state of Virginia and once resided 

(which is his parents' address, and where his father, Robert Lee Chadwick, Sr. is 
still currently residing. He noted that his father is an active voter, having served as a poll official, and 
that his father did vote in the 2016 General Election in Virginia. 

Chadwick has moved several times since becoming an adult and leaving his parents' home, and 
he has since been married and has three children, Chadwick registered to vote in Wake County, NC on 
4/19/2016 after previously being registered in Hertford County, NC. He voted early "One-Stop" in Wake 
County, NC for the November 8,2016 General Election. 

Chadwick denied that be voted in Virginia or any other state in the Novembers, 20l6Genera) 
Election and stated that he did not know why someone would accuse him of having done so, i-Ic stated 
he is "disappointed” to learn that someone has accused him of an election crime and questioned why 
Heliwig would attach Chadwick's name to a legal document making that accusation when Heilwig did 
not know if the accusation was true. Chadwick stated that he never thought he would be a victim of a 
false accusation and he Stated he feels "violated." He believes it is likely that his name was confused 
with his father’s name since they are Chadwick "Sr" and "Jr", andthatthefr voting history was co¬ 
mingled making it appear that Chadwick Jr. had voted in both states. He advised that, to his knowledge. 
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he was not registered in Virginia or Maryland at the time of the election and therefore could not have 
voted in either of those states. 

Chadwick stated that it bothers him when he thinks about being falsely accused of double- 
voting, He believes that the protest was possibly part of an effort to help former Governor McCrory 
because the governor's race was close at the time the protest was hied. However, he questioned why 
anybody would make such accusations without evidence to back them up. 

Chadwick stated that part of his present job is to counsel people who have lost their right to 
vote due to a felony conviction. Therefore, this kind of an accusation could affect-the credibility and 
reputation he has established as a role mode! for fathers who have made mistakes, including criminal 
Violations. 


Chadwick stated that in a perfect world he would like to receive an in-person apology from 
Heilwig for falsely accusing him of voter fraud. However, he stated that regardless of whether that 
happens, he (Chadwick) knows he has not done anything wrong or illegal and has trust that "God 
knows" he has done nothing wrong. 

A copy of the protest document signed by Heliwig and naming Chadwick among twenty-one 
other individuals as having voted twice in the November 2016 general Election is attached and made a 
part hereto.// 

| 7.016 166/Active 
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